
Speech to be delivered by Adviser to the Administrator, U.T. Chandigarh, Sh. Parimal Rai on 
ththe occasion of Republic Day Celebra�on, 26 January, 2017.

Fellow Ci�zens,

thOn the occasion of the 68  Republic Day, I extend my warm gree�ngs to all of you. I offer my saluta�ons to 
members of our Armed Forces, Paramilitary Forces and Internal Security Forces for their sacrifices and 
martyrdom. I also extend my gra�tude to every ci�zen from all walks of life for contribu�ng their bit in the 
process of na�on-building.

It is a moment of pride to be a ci�zen of this great country, which is a legendary example of the heroic struggle of 
genera�on of leaders who selflessly devoted themselves for the cause of freedom. They gave us the most 
valuable lesson of life, that pu�ng na�on first is the essen�al reason why we all made it �ll here. There is a place 
for everyone, and there is a role of everyone. 

Each year on this day, as we unfurl our beloved Tricolor, a symbol of freedom, diversity, unity and equality, it 
reminds us of the history of our country and how we have fared so far. India today is a rising power, whose 
economic success is the envy of the world. It is a country fast emerging as a global leader in the fields of science 
& technology, innova�on and start-ups. Since then, India has grown into a vibrant, rising and challenging 
democracy.

It's a privilege to hoist the Na�onal Flag today in the “City Beau�ful”. Also being a city dynamic, the city 
beau�ful is a symbol of a progressive and vibrant India. The journey for me that started about a year back in this 
city has become stronger with �me. The warmth and acceptance of the ci�zens since the past one-year, has 
made me confident and posi�ve in giving my best to this City, which has carved a niche with its achievements at 
both the Na�onal and Interna�onal front.

With the dedicated efforts of my team of officers of the Administra�on, Chandigarh has been accorded due 
recogni�on at various forums, in many fields ranging from social jus�ce, safe and secure environment, high 
quality civic life and equal opportuni�es to grow. I say with a sense of pride that the ci�zens of this UT have 
embraced the tag of Smart City by becoming more conscious towards making their city even smarter. 

City Beau�ful is now also the City Perfect. BBC declared this Le Corbusier designed modern city of Chandigarh 
as the most perfect city in the world in 2015. It's also an honour to state that apart from being in the list of smart 
ci�es, the Capitol Complex has finally got the UNESCO World Heritage Status, an effort which started a decade 

ndback finally fruc�fied. You may also recall that the city successfully hosted the 2  Interna�onal Yoga Day in the 
month of June, 2016 at Capitol Complex where Hon'ble Prime Minister of India led the mass yoga 
demonstra�on and about 35,000 people, including 100 divyang children par�cipated ac�vely. 
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The Chandigarh Municipal Corpora�on has always been ac�ve in making the city more liveable and beau�ful. It 
is because of the hard work and efforts of the en�re team of Municipal Corpora�on that Chandigarh has been 
awarded the first million plus Open Defeca�on Free city by Hon'ble Prime Minister of India. Bagging another 
award, Chandigarh became the second cleanest City in the Country in the Swatch Sarvekshan 2016. 

To provide safe drinking water at reasonable rates to the public, order has been placed to provide 22 water 
ATMs at various public places across the city. Out of these, 7 ATMs have already been installed and are 
func�onal. For ensuring adequate drinking water availability in Chandigarh, the work of bringing addi�onal 29 
MGD canal water through MS pipe from Kajauli under Phase V & VI will be completed in 2017. 

Chandigarh is the first UT/State in India where, for all schemes, whether of Union Government or UT, all the 
beneficiaries get the subsidies directly in their bank account, and 1,61,738 people have benefi�ed under 
various schemes. Chandigarh Administra�on has also successfully integrated its Treasury func�ons with PFMS 
(Public Financial Management System) of Govt of India. All schemes, Centrally Sponsored as well as State 
Schemes, have been successfully mapped on PFMS and are Aadhaar Seeded and 100% DBT takes place through 
the Aadhar Payment bridge.

thOn 11  September, 2015, Chandigarh became the 1st Union Territory/State to implement DBT Scheme for food 
grains, and under the scheme, cash subsidy amount equivalent to en�tlement of food grains is being 
transferred directly into the Aadhar seeded bank accounts of eligible Priority Households (PH) and AAY 
households under the Na�onal Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013.

The contribu�on of Chandigarh towards the flagship program of Government of India- Digital India, to 
transform India into a digitally empowered society and knowledge economy, has been immensely appreciated 
at the Na�onal level. Recently, Digi DhanMela-a one of its kind event, was organized in Chandigarh, which saw 
an ac�ve par�cipa�on of a large number of people from different walks of life, including celebri�es with a 
commitment for moving towards a cashless society. During this Mela, people were educated on how to use 
plas�c money and other modes for e-transac�ons. During the day-long event various banks, Common Service 
Centres (CSCs), private digital payment service providers etc. provided awareness and services to consumers 
and merchants to adopt digital payments. A total of 10,055 bank accounts were opened through the day, with 
an approximate foo�all of more than 20,000 people. 

I am pleased to share with you all that in this drive for moving towards a cashless society, all the Departments of 
this Administra�on have enabled digital mode of transac�ons and there has been a 76% increase in digital 
transac�ons in Chandigarh, which is an excep�onal a�empt and a success for the people of Chandigarh and its 
Administra�on. I urge more and more people of City Beau�ful to adopt cash subs�tutes and help India become 
less cash-use economy at par with more developed na�ons.

2



With an aim to promote cashless transac�ons in Chandigarh, IT Department has put in extraordinary efforts by 
ensuring provision of e-transac�ons at various Sampark Centres.  Residents can deposit the 
monthly/quarterly/Annual payments of ground rent, monthly rent, installments, principal, interest, service tax 
etc. through digital modes at these-sampark centres. 

st thAdding another feather to its cap, Chandigarh has ranked 1  amongst UT's and 5  within all States and UTs in 
India with regard to Aadhaar Enrollment. This year we have covered an overall 100% Aadhaar Enrollment, 

st ndwhereas in Aadhaar Linked Birth Registra�on, Chandigarh Ranks 1 in UT's and 2  among all States and UTs in 
India. 

Chandigarh has been declared the first “Kerosene Free City” for covering 100% households with LPG 
connec�on. 

Chandigarh was also conferred with Prime Minister Award by covering about 95% Aadhaar Seeding in the 
Pradhaan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna (PMJDY) and opening 2.22 lakh PMJDY accounts, an exemplary performance 
by a Union Territory.

The Direct Benefit Scheme for food grains was implemented in Chandigarh from the month of September, 2015 
thereby replacing the distribu�on system of food grains under the Public Distribu�on System. Under this 
scheme, cash subsidy of an amount equivalent to en�tlement of food grains to the eligible Priority Households 
and AAY households is being transferred directly into their Aadhaar seeded bank accounts. In the given month, 
a total of 41,619 having Aadhaar seeded bank accounts were transferred approx Rs.2.61 crore cash subsidy 
benefits.  For the convenience of the beneficiaries, a SMS portal service has been started which delivers 
messages to the eligible beneficiaries as soon as the cash is transferred to their bank accounts.

We, as an Administra�on, strive to ensure that no person in Chandigarh is deprived of basic necessi�es. I feel 
happy to share that our Social Welfare Department is working selflessly for the welfare of the ci�zens. Various 
schemes have been launched and focus is now on their implementa�on. 

Under the Old Age Pension Scheme, Rs1000/- is given to 7103 beneficiaries per month. Nearly 4228 widows 
and des�tute women are given 1000/- per month, whereas divyangs below 70% disability are given Rs 1000/- 
and divyangs above 70% disability are given Rs2000/- per month. Financial assistance of Rs2000 per month is 
given to two children in the family of widows and des�tute women.  In order to facilitate the distribu�on of 
pension benefit, pension is now being disbursed through digital mode, which has made the transac�ons easy 
and hassle free. 

For empowering the girl child, under the Apni Be� Apna Dhan Scheme, Rs.17.85 lacs has been granted to 
Chandigarh during the current year 2016-17, and �ll date 357 beneficiaries have benefited through the 
scheme.
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To provide affordable, hygienic and nutri�ous diet to the laborers, Industrial workers and all the needy in the 
city, Indian Red Cross Society, U.T. Branch, Chandigarh ini�ated the project “ANNAPURNA AKSHAYPATRA” with 
ac�ve support of various departments of UT Administra�on such as Health, Labour, Food & Supplies, and other 
organiza�ons like Hindustan Petroleum Corpora�on Ltd., Indian Oil Corpora�on Ltd., Bharat Petroleum 
corpora�on Ltd., Sewa Bhar� Chandigarh, Panchkula Gaushala Trust and Chandigarh Market Commi�ee. The 
aim of the project is that no one in the city sleeps in hunger. Under this project, food is prepared, packed and 
distributed daily at specific loca�ons between 6 p.m to 9 p.m, at a cost of Rs.10/- each.

In order to provide affordable housing to the lower segment of the society, Chandigarh Housing Board has been 
making commendable efforts. The board has also begun the process to link all the records of CHB dwelling units 
with Adhaar numbers as per the goal of 'Digital India Land Record Moderniza�on Program'. Tatkal Service for 
various services pertaining to the proper�es of CHB has been extended to make the everyday tasks of people 
hassle free. Number of process modifica�ons has been made to make the property transfer easy and people 
friendly. 

The CHB is using the power of social media networking to enhance its communica�on with allo�ees and the 
general public at large, which is a step forward towards Digital Chandigarh. Under the New Ci�zens' Charter, the 
allo�ees are expected to get their issues resolved in a given �me frame. 

The healthcare sector of our City is growing at a brisk pace due to the strengthening of its coverage, services 
and increasing expenditure. Chandigarh's compe��ve advantage lies in its large pool of well-trained medical 
professionals. Our City has become one of the leading des�na�ons for high-end diagnos�c services. Moving 
ahead on the path of growth and development, the Health Department of Chandigarh is set to add a 100 
bedded mul� specialty hospital in Sector-48, to provide be�er services to the people residing in the southern 
sectors. Under the Aadhaar linked birth registra�on, all children born in Chandigarh are now registered with 
aadhar at birth itself. Government Medical College and Hospital in sector 32 is one of the premiere ins�tutes in 

thChandigarh known for delivering world class medical educa�on, and is ranked 10  amongst all Medical Colleges 
in the country. The Department has also launched Mobile Food Tes�ng Laboratory, to test the raw food samples 
so that the public is cau�ous and aware about adultera�on. The movement of this mobile van is regularly 
monitored to ensure that the services are being provided sa�sfactorily to the community. 

In a move towards realizing the broader objec�ve of making itself a Solar City, Chandigarh has also taken a lead 
among various solar ci�es of the country.  In pursuit of achieving the objec�ves of Model Solar City, the Science 
& Technology and Renewable Energy Department & through its society i.e Chandigarh Renewable Energy and 
Science & Technology Promo�on Society (CREST), has taken a lot of steps for use of more and more solar 
energy, which is one of the greenest energy and requires to be promoted to mi�gate the effects of climate 
change. Till date, UT of Chandigarh has installed Grid Interac�ve Roo�op based SPV Power Plants of a total 
capacity of 7.69 MW on 145 Govt. buildings and about 2 MW on private buildings.  
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Recognizing these efforts, the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy (MNRE) Govt. of India, New Delhi has 
conferred Chandigarh with Na�onal Excellence Award 2016 for roo�op solar power projects in the solar ci�es 
categories, and Na�onal excellence award 2016 for best State Nodal Agency in UTs and Special Category States.

It gives me immense pleasure to share that the educa�on sector in Chandigarh has been undergoing rapid 
expansion. Five new Government schools were made func�onal this year, to reduce the Student Classroom 
Ra�o. We are also planning to bring seven more schools in different parts of Chandigarh.  Efforts are on to 
ensure that all the schools have more Smart classrooms, to make learning fun and more exci�ng. As a pilot 
project of Ministry of Human Resource and Development, we have introduced the Child Tracking System in 
Chandigarh.

A SMS based real �me monitoring system has been introduced to monitor the coverage of Mid Day Meal 
Scheme. Students have also benefi�ed through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) in respect of school uniforms and 
books, as cash subsidy is given through an online transfer of funds directly to the direct bank accounts, for 
88425 school children from classes I to VIII, of all Govt. Schools.

In order to improve transport system in Chandigarh, CTU has planned to introduce Electric Buses for clean fuel, 
and to protect environment. Chandigarh Transport Undertaking has implemented Electronic Ticke�ng 
Machines on long routes as of now.  Within a short span of �me, ETMs will be rolled for all the opera�ons i.e. 
Local as well as sub urban. In the near future, this undertaking is also planning to introduce smart cards for the 
passengers, for use for local city opera�ons, wherein through this smart card, Passengers can purchase �ckets 
for local city travel and they will not have to carry cash with them. CTU has also extended free travel facility to 
A.C. buses for Deaf and Dumb, HIV Aids pa�ents, Divyangs, Mentally retarded children, Blind person, etc along 
with one a�endant.

World Bank has selected Chandigarh as one of the 4 ci�es for moderniza�on of City bus Service. I am sure that 
this support by the World Bank will help us to improve the exis�ng transporta�on facili�es. Cyclists and 
Pedestrians are now accorded priority in the city. We are working to provide Non Motorized Transport (NMT) 
corridors along the city roads.

I feel proud to be a part of the city, which is protected and safeguarded by a strong and powerful police force. 
Chandigarh Police has always been on job to make the UT a be�er place to live in. Preven�on of crime remained 
the prime focus area of police in the year 2016. With the best efforts put in place by the police, like specialized 
inves�ga�on units and intelligence branch, the crime in Chandigarh witnessed a declining trend. 

Chandigarh police became a proud police force in the country to receive a special award from Hon'ble Minister 
of State for Urban development, Govt. of India at Gandhinagar, Gujarat on the project “Safety begins with Team 
Work” under the category of “Best ini�a�ve for improved Road safety”. 
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For safety and security of woman and children, a woman Police Sta�on has been set up, for providing quick 
response to the women in distress. The main objec�ve of this police sta�on is to ensure adequate protec�on to 
women against offences related to dowry and marital violence. To provide support structure to all vic�ms of 
rape and sexual abuse, a Rape Crisis Interven�on Centre has been set up at Women & Child Support Unit, to 
provide counseling, legal aid, medical aid and financial support to vic�ms of Rape & Sexual abuse. 

The An� Human Trafficking Unit has started special opera�ons, SMILE – II and MUSKAN – II under which 192 
missing children were traced and rescued. We also have a dedicated an� eve teasing squad that acts as a 
deterrent for the menace of eve teasing at public places. To receive women related complaints, the women 
helpline number-1091 has been made opera�onal, round the clock.  The Chandigarh Police has also taken an 
ini�a�ve to protect the women by providing them the facility between 11:00 PM to 5:00 AM, to drop 
women/girls to their des�na�on, safely. For this purpose, one PCR vehicle in each all three Sub Divisions is 
deputed with lady Police Staff during night. 

One of the core ac�vity of Chandigarh Traffic Police is to educate the school/ college students in pursuance of its 
'Catch them Young' philosophy so that the young students imbibe the concept of road safety at a tender age, 
thereby inculca�ng the habit of respec�ng road safety rules and becoming responsible and safe drivers in 
future.

Under the Land digi�za�on project, more than 40 lakhs office records have been digi�zed so far.  The work of 
digi�za�on of office records was ini�ated couple of months back and key departments like Estate Office, Office 
of Registrar births and deaths and Government Medical College and Hospital Sector – 32, were taken up. 

With the vision to create a knowledge based society, where every ci�zen of Chandigarh can access the benefits 
of IT for effec�ve interac�on between the Administra�on and the public, the administra�on has taken 
numerous ini�a�ves like star�ng up of e- Samparks, e- Jan Sampark, at Gram Panchayat and se�ng up of 
various Department service centers. These ini�a�ves simplify the exchange of informa�on and provide easy 
access to government departments. 

The Engineering Department is making all efforts to provide best facili�es and infrastructure to the people of 
Chandigarh. Construc�on of various Schools at Sec-48-D, Sector-49, GHS Pocket No.1, Manimajra and Modern 
Housing Complex Manimajra, cos�ng Rs.33.4 crore has been completed and the work of extension of Govt. 
Middle School, Indira Colony, Manimajra has also been completed and all of them have been handed over to 
the school authori�es. 

The new Sports Complex in Government High School, Sector-43, having provision for Mul�purpose Hall, 
swimming pool, badminton Hall and squash court was recently inaugurated. This complex boasts of top class 
sports facili�es that will help in nurturing the sports talent of children of the city Beau�ful.
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A 9 storey Academic Block in Government Medical College & Hospital, Sector-32, inaugurated by Hon'ble Union 
Home Minister is now func�onal. The Department has also completed the Community Centre and shopping 
centre in Burail Jail, which will be used for skilled training, mee�ngs, cultural and other social ac�vi�es, 
whereas the shopping centre will provide basic facili�es to the residents in the vicinity of the jail.    

Three irriga�on tube wells in village Kishangarh, Kaimbwala and Sarangpur have been installed to make 
available subsidized irriga�on water for cul�va�on of land apart from 2 Water Booster Sta�on at village 
Behlana and Daria. The Sewerage System of village Kaimbwala is also being augmented. 

Tube wells for drinking water supply to meet the requirement of residents of Dhanas colony have been 
commissioned.

To increase the level of Sukhna Lake, surplus raw water during winters, from 07 tube wells is being used. The 
work for augmenta�on of exis�ng water supply line and laying of new line for supply of water to the Lake has 
been successfully completed in a very short �me. 

To prevent contamina�on of water, water supply lines in the rehabilita�on colonies of Dadumarja, Maloya have 
been shi�ed outside the premises of houses under AMRUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvena�on and Urban 
Transforma�on) Scheme.  On the same lines, process of shi�ing water supply lines in the colonies of Ram 
Darbar & Indira Colony Manimajra would be completed in the year 2017-18.  In addi�on to this, Ter�ary treated 
water supply lines have been laid in the city to provide Ter�ary treated water for all the green belts and 
neighbourhood parks maintained by the residents.

I feel glad to share with you that the Independent Power Producers Associa�on of India has selected the 
Electricity wing of the Engineering Department as 1st Runner- up under the category of Best Distribu�on 
Company of UTs. To increase the efficiency of the supply system, numerous contribu�ons have been made by 
the Chandigarh Administra�on.

For uninterrupted and reliable power supply to the consumers of the city beau�ful, Electricity Department is 
arranging adequate power from various sources, without imposing any power cuts. To improve future power 
demand of next 10 years, a 220 kV Inter-state Transmission System (ISTS) GIS Grid Sta�on, having capacity of 
2x160 MVA at Hallomajra, is planned to be set up soon.

Under the Smart City plan, Sector 8 has been selected for a Pilot Project for a complete transforma�on.  
Replacing the overhead cables with underground ones, the new system will give an aesthe�c look to the sector.  
Also, the power supply will be more reliable. A�er observing its success, other sectors of the city will be taken 
up. 
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Chandigarh is one of the best-planned ci�es in India, which has an architecture that is world-renowned, and a 
quality of life, which is unparalleled. I feel happy to share that to increase the green cover of City Beau�ful; all 
the greening agencies have achieved more than 100% planta�on targets. The Forest cover has increased from 
38.04% to 40.73%. Under Nagar Van Yojana “Ek Kadam Haryali Ki Aur”, department of Forests & Wildlife 
Chandigarh has developed a city forest in the lake reserved forest area behind Sukhna Lake. 

I feel proud to say that it is the people of Chandigarh that makes a smart City. The success stories that I have 
shared with you have been possible with the collec�ve efforts of the Administra�on and ci�zens of Chandigarh 
to make the city progressive and prominent on the world stage.

On this historic day, I urge each one of you to empower yourself with modern techniques, while keep a strong 
connec�on with our culture, tradi�ons and moral values. Let's walk together, move together, think together, 
resolve together and take this country forward. 

Today, I call upon every ci�zen of Chandigarh to come together and work resolutely for the welfare of our 
people and for the development of our country. The way ahead depends on our collec�ve endeavor, to help all 
sectors of society with dignity and grace.

Once again I pay my respect and homage to all those who laid their lives for the country's freedom. Let us take 
inspira�on from these brave hearts and contribute our bit to make this country a be�er place. 

I wish you all a very successful and gracious year ahead.

Jai Hind!
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