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Technical Cooperation in the Field of Sustainable Urban Mobility 

  
 

Chandigarh, 23
rd

 September, 2016: Chandigarh Administration signed a MoU 

with the French Development Agency on Technical Cooperation in the field of 

Sustainable Urban Mobility during an Indo French workshop-“Chandigarh Smart 

City” held at Hyatt Regency, Chandigarh today. 

  

The Memorandum of Understanding was signed by Minister Counsellor, Embassy 

of France in India, Mr. Jean Marc FENET, Director French Development Agency, 

Mr. Nicolas Fornage and Sh. K.K. Jindal, IAS, Secretary Tansport, Chandigarh 

Administration. Present among others were Sh. Parimal Rai, IAS Adviser to the 

Administrator, Sh. Anurag Agarwal, IAS, Home Secretary, Sh. Sarvjit Singh, IAS, 

Finance Secretary, Sh. Baldeo Purushartha, IAS, Commissioner Municipal 

Corporation-cum-Nodal officer Smart city, members of French Smart City Club in 

India and other senior officers of Chandigarh Administration. 

  

The workshop began with the welcome note of the Sh. Parimal Rai , IAS, Adviser 

to the Administrator and a strong portrayal of Indo-French partnership. Seeking 

assistance from the AFD and entire French delegation, the Adviser emphasized on 

the importance of making Chandigarh not just smart but the smartest city on the 

world map.Minister Counsellor, Embassy of France in India, Mr. Jean Marc 

FENET congratulated Chandigarh for making to the list of Smart Cities and 

expressed that Chandigarh is very close to his heart. With this statement, Mr. Jean 

Marc FENET assured the Chandigarh Administration that the Indo-French 

partnership will continue to be strong to address all the issues pertaining to Smart 

City Project (SCP) and to achieve the vision of making Chandigarh a healthy, 

happy and happening City. 

  

The evening became more interesting with the presentations of Chandigarh 

Administration and the French Development agency. Both sides highlighted the 

key points to make Chandigarh the smartest city in the world. With a vision to 

make Chandigarh a vibrant and unique regional center and leader in livability, 

sustainability, equality and innovation, Sh. Baldeo Purushartha discussed all the 



strategies, goals and progress made by the Chandigarh Administration to achieve 

this aim. On the other side, Director French Development Agency, Mr. Nicolas 

Fornage highlighted the ongoing cooperation of the agency in areas of smart funds, 

smart ideas that can help Chandigarh Administration in reaching closer to its 

goals.  He emphasized on the AFD’s assistance to implement Smart City project by 

providing recommendations on institutional operational and financial structuring of 

the project and by organizing workshop between additional experts and 

Chandigarh authorities. 

  

As per the Indo- French bilateral cooperation agreement signed in the domain of 

Sustainable Development, the Prime Minister of India and the President of France 

had agreed that the subject of Smart Cities was one of the priorities in Indo-French 

Cooperation and the French authorities would concentrate their attention 

particularly on three cities- Chandigarh, Nagpur and Pondicherry. For the 

development of Smart Cities in India France also decided to give 1 Billion Euros. 

  

In the latest development, the French Development Agency (AFD) has already 

started working in five different domains like 24x7 water supply, Sewerage 

management, Solid Waste management, Urban Mobilization and Smart GRID 

system in Chandigarh. Sh. Parimal Rai, the Adviser to the Administrator further 

added that in next two months, the Smart City Project tendering will be done 

through a transparent bidding mechanism. 

  

Addition to the Smart Cities Technical Assistance program, the French 

Development Agency (AFD) signed a MoU detailing AFD support to Chandigarh 

Administration on Urban Mobility. The technical assistance programme would 

address the issue of urban mobility in a fully integrated manner, analyzing different 

transportation modes within the urban fabric with the objective to provide its 

inhabitants with adequate, reliable and cost- effective transportation 

opportunities, Efficient last mile connectivity, pleasant street scape for non 

motorized transport. 
 


