
Dear Countrymen, Brothers and Sisters 

I extend my heartiest good wishes to you all on the 67th Republic Day of 

India. This day is historically great as India achieved the pride of being 

the largest democracy in the world. Sixty- Six years ago, on 26th 

January, 1950, India became a Sovereign Republic when we adopted 

our constitution which provides justice, equality, independence of 

thought and equal opportunities for progress to all its people. The Indian 

Constitution is a document which pulsates in the hearts of innumerable 

patriots and scholars. This great volume has woven the diverse cultures 

in a single thread. 

You all know that 2/1-2 years before becoming a Democratic Republic 

on 26th January, 1950, India had gained independence by coming out of 

the shackles of slavery. For this reason, we associate our Republic Day 

with our struggle for independence. Our martyrs had dreamt of an 

independent, strong and a great nation. To realize those dreams is the 

duty of every Indian. During the struggle for independence, Father of the 

Nation, Mahatma Gandhi had prophesized an ideal nation, the basis of 

which would be truth and non-violence and where no one would be 

discriminated on the basis of caste, class and religion. 

Formulating an administrative set-up on Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals was a 

big challenge taken up by the forefathers of our Constitution like 



Babasaheb Bhim Rao Ambedkar. This was done with great precision 

and dedicated to the people of India. The Constitution has a unifying 

thread running through it. 

Sisters and Brothers, Republic Day is both an opportunity to celebrate 

and introspect. You are all aware that the Britishers had exploited our 

resources and destroyed our industry. But circumstances have changed 

in the present times. Since the 20th Century, India has emerged as a 

strong nation and stands tall in the comity of nations. India is now an 

economically strong country and on its way to become a super-power. 

India has created an identity of being a progressive, mature and a 

powerful nation in the world. However, there are certain forces that are 

challenging our democratic values by disturbing the law and order 

situation. Need of the time is that the countrymen should unitedly work 

towards nation building. Only then can we meet the challenges of this 

globalised world and attain the status of being a world leader. 

I wish to state that the Constitution is not a mere piece of paper. It is a 

way of life. If we do not adopt it in true spirit, do not display faith in the 

law of the country, do not respect our constitution, celebrating the 

Republic Day is a futile exercise.  

Brothers and Sisters, in a democracy, it is very essential that people 

should be aware of their duties along with their rights. Today India is 



facing challenges in the shape of terrorism, regionalism, communalism, 

corruption, female foeticide, crime against women, consumerism and 

materialism. These challenges can only be met by strong character- 

building which will then result in a strong democracy. 

On the occasion of India’s 67th Republic Day, I call upon the citizens, 

specially the youth, to promote the great traditions of Indian civilization to 

root out all the social evils. Only then will we be able to establish social- 

equality where all men and women will fearlessly contribute towards 

making India a prosperous and powerful nation in the 21st Century. 

I take privilege in hoisting the National Flag in “City Beautiful”, 

Chandigarh which is the pride of India and the joint capital of Punjab and 

Haryana. 

We are proud that the people of this city with their hardwork and 

progressive approach have established milestones that are worth 

emulating by the whole country. If Punjab is the first developed state, 

Haryana is not far behind in terms of progress. Your are aware about the 

contribution of both Punjab and Haryana in making India sufficient in the 

supply of food-grains and that is why this region is termed as the 

“Granary of India”. 



In the industrial sector too, Punjab and Haryana have great 

achievements to their credit. We have world-class institutions that 

provide education in specific fields. State-of-the Act facilities are being 

made available in this sector. We also have a modern rail and road 

network, industry, excellent communication services, latest technologies 

along with broad highways and express ways. Chandigarh as well as 

Punjab and Haryana are implementing Digital India, Make in India, Start-

up India, Skill Development, Smart City, Prime Minister Jan Dhan Yojna, 

Suraksha Beema and Jeevan Jyoti Yojana, Atal Pension Yojna, Swachh 

Haryana- Swachh Bharat, Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana, Beti Bachao- 

Beti Padhao Yojana and many others schemes. 

You are aware that Chandigarh is an ideal city of our country. Wherever 

there are deliberations on development and progress of a new city, the 

example of Chandigarh as a well planned and naturally beautiful city is 

mentioned. Not only this, when Honorable Prime Minister announced the 

making of hundred Smart cities, we were confident that Chandigarh 

would get selected in the first phase. And this did happen. As the 

Administrator of Chandigarh, I assure you that Chandigarh will turn out 

to be an ideal Smart city. For this we are making efforts to ensure 24 

hour water and power supply, better transportation, environment 

protection and e-governance. 



In the area of e-governance, Chandigarh has already taken a lead. 

Efficacious steps are being taken to make Chandigarh a smart city. 

These include e- Sampark, e-jan Samaprk, M-Sampark, Mobile RLAM 

Directory, e-stamping, e-education, e-campus, e-saksham, e-payment 

and Gram Sampark. 

We have formulated three projects which are the life line of this city. 

Amongst these, an MOU has already been signed for a metro-link for 

Chandigarh-Mohali-Panchkula. An MOU has also been signed to 

provide airport like facilities at Chandigarh Railway Station based on the 

pattern of developed countries. In addition, we have been provided 40 

million gallon of water from Punjab and Haryana. You are aware that 

industry is the backbone of any city, and for this for the first time an 

industrial policy has been formed to ensure the success of Honorable 

Prime Minister’s “Make in India” programme. Likewise, to promote 

“Digital India” programme, Chandigarh Administration has adopted the 

latest technologies to improve its efficiency. We are proud that 

Chandigarh has been conferred with “Golden Icon Award” for its e-

sampark programme. Similarly for being the best e-governed city, we 

have received the “CSI-Nihilant” Award. 

Apart from all these, Chandigarh is leading the country in many other 

areas. To improve consumer-awareness, “Smart-City App” was 



launched on Republic Day, 2015. Chandigarh was also placed first in the 

production of Solar Energy. 

In the Health and Family Welfare sector, Chandigarh was awarded the 

first prize in OPD and major surgery, second prize in control of 

tuberculosis and third prize in bringing down the child- mortality rate. 

Chandigarh has also become the first “Tobacco-free” city. Steps are 

being taken to turn the Chandigarh Police into Smart Police. Training to 

improve efficiency of Chandigarh Police to help and make secure the 

residents of Chandigarh has been initiated through I-click kiosks, Mobile 

Safety App, Women and Child Helpline, Women PCR, Pick and Drop 

Facility and Operation Muskaan.  

To make Chandigarh slum-free, Housing Board Constructed and allotted 

12, 736 one room flats between 2010- 2015. With this, Housing Board 

has constructed 64,000 houses. Chandigarh Administration deserves to 

be congratulated for being awarded thrice for eradication of poverty and 

for providing housing to people below poverty line. In 2009, 2010 and 

2014 for providing them with clean and adequate housing. 

Today, on this occasion of Republic Day, I also congratulate the people 

of Punjab for helping realize the dream of making the state a progressive 

one. People of Punjab have contributed in the freedom struggle greatly 

and even in Independent India, Punjab holds a place of pride. This state 



has contributed a lot in the defence and economic development of India. 

With their hard work, people of Punjab have created an identity not only 

in their own state but also in different parts of the world. 

Brothers and Sisters  

Punjab is one of the border States and therefore plays a major role in 

ensuring the unity of the country by joining the armed forces in large 

numbers. I believe that it is the duty of each citizen to contribute in the 

development of India. I hope that the energy, mindset and unity of the 

people of Punjab will prove to be a boon for the country. 

I also, take this opportune moment to congratulate the people of 

Haryana for making their state a leading state with their hardwork and 

dedication. 

Haryana has completed its fifty years. When it came into existence in 

1966, doubts were expressed whether this backward state would ever 

become self-sufficient. We are proud that Haryana, once considered 

backward, is now considered one of the developed States and is now 

known in the country as well as abroad for its consistent development. 

Haryana with its fertile land is a major contributor to the country’s 

granaries. It is a State that takes pride in its Murrah buffaloes and 

Sahiwal cows for its ongoing revolution in cattle-rearing. Haryana is 



known for contributing one in every ten soldiers joining the Defence 

Services, producing Olympic and Internationally acclaimed sports 

persons and of course not to forget Kaplana Chawla, the Astronaut and 

great daughter of Haryana. From a population of only one-fourth literates 

in 1971, the state has come a long way with three fourth literates today. 

This has egged the Haryana Government to promote literate 

representatives at Panchayat level in the State. 

In this era of economic growth, Haryana, the holy land of Geeta, has 

preserved its cultural heritage, and thus Cow-slaughter is illegal here. 

Geeta festival is celebrated in the entire state and efforts are also being 

made to revive River Saraswati again. The Lohri festival celebrates the 

birth of a girl-child in Haryana and women are making positive 

contributions in development and social equity in Panchayati Raj 

organizations. For the safety of women, all-women police stations have 

been opened in each District of Haryana. 

The Haryana Government is worthy of appreciation for providing good 

governance through e-governance and making efforts to eradicate 

corruption through Zero-tolerance policy. Programmes like CM-Window, 

CM Web Portal, State Portal, e-disha Kendra for land registration, 

disbursal of pensions from Banks and Post offices through “Thaari 

Pension Thaare Paas” have proved very successful. Today, Haryana is 



producing enough power and is working towards fulfilling the goal of 

opening a Medical College in each District of Haryana. 

It is a matter of pride that the Haryana Government has introduced new 

policies in the field of sports and industrial production. The new “Start-Up 

Policy” is a step towards making the Prime Minister’s “Make in India” 

vision a success. Its objective is to provide employment to four lakh 

youth with an investment of one lakh crore rupees. In the field of sports, 

“Haryana Physical Acitivity and Sports Policy” aims to promote Yoga at 

District level. This is a commendable task taken up by the Haryana 

Government to ensure the physical and mental health of the youth. 

Being a welfare state Haryana is making efforts to provide food, clothing 

and shelter to include everyone under the umbrella of development. 

Recently, pension for old age, widows and for handicaps has been 

increased to Rs.1400/- p.m with the provision of an increase of Rs. 200/-

p.m every successive year. 

For all these achievements, I congratulate the industrialists, hard 

working farmers and the working class of Chandigarh, Punjab and 

Haryana. It is a matter of pride that unity, brotherhood and humanity is a 

tradition of this region. 



I hope you will continue with this tradition. This is the only effective 

measure to nullify the evil designs of anti-national forces.    

Dear fellow Countrymen, 

Today new challenges and problems are making the country weak.  We 

must keep in mind that character building without nation building is an 

incomplete task.  Our great ancestors have given us a vast inheritance 

of good values, morals and traditions.  It has become imperative for each 

citizen to carry forward these traditions and values.  India today needs 

such people who with their work ethics and ideals will set an example for 

the upcoming generations to emulate.  

On this historic day, let us pledge to maintain our national unity and work 

together for the benefit of the nation.  I once again congratulate you all 

on the occasion of our 67th Republic Day and wish for your bright and 

happy future.  

 

Jai Hind.  

    


