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Chandigarh, 17 October, 2015:  In view of sustainable yield and to keep a check on size and 

number of commercial fishes the department of Animal Husbandry & Fisheries, Chandigarh 

Administration have mooted out a proposal for leasing out fishing rights of Sukhna Lake so that the 

bigger fishes may not affect the growth of other fishes and other aquatic organisms.  The Sukhna 

Lake supports about 35 fish species out of which 5-7 are considered to have great commercial 

values.  The existence of these fishes beyond certain size is not advisable from lake ecological 

management point of view. In view of the size depth of lake and decreasing trend of post-mansoon 

water level for the first time a public friendly and scientific mass harvesting of bigger fish population 

will be launched by the department from October 19-21 (during night hours from  8 PM to 6 AM) with 

the option of extending it by two days so that the recreational activities may not be affected.   

  The exercise of harvesting bigger fishes will be conducted regularly to remove the 

excess nutrients from the lake to maintain the ecological health at the Sukhna Lake.  This exercise 

will further create a better comfort zone for the piscivore migratory birds who fed on “minnows” (small 

and moderate fishes).  As the presence of large size fishes drive away both birds & minnows due to 

their big size and agile activities.  This exercise will further help the migratory birds to get 

uninterrupted supply of small fishes (minnows) when the commercial fishes are removed after regular 

intervals. 

  The proposal is being mooted out to conducting more research on acquatic fauna of 

Sukhna Lake for formulating future strategies for maintenance of ecological health of lake and to 

promote avain population and avoid any mass mortality during winter.   

  In view of above fishing activity to maintain the equilibrium of eco system the daily 

angling activities which involves fish catchers will remain suspend from 19/10/2015 to 25/10/2015 to 

facilitate the mass harvesting of large fishes. 

   

 


