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Chandigarh, 19 August, 2015:- A two days workshop-cum-training programme 

for teachers of colleges and schools of Chandigarh started today at Chandigarh 

Judicial Academy, Chandigarh. The programme is organized by State Legal 

Services Authority, UT Chandigarh in partnership with SPYM and Don Bosco 

Research Centre, Mumbai with the help of NSS Cell, Education Department, 

Chandigarh. Teachers from 20 colleges and 42 schools of Chandigarh, who are the 

NSS Programme Officers, are attending the workshop.  

The second day of the workshop shall discuss the measures to prevent the 

drug abuse including facilitation skills and development of plan for dissemination 

of information amongst students in the schools and colleges of Chandigarh by the 

trained teachers. The concluding session shall be addressed by Hon’ble Mr. Justice 

Hemant Gupta, Judge, High Court of Punjab and Haryana and Executive 

Chairman, State Legal Services Authority, U.T. Chandigarh.  

Speaking in the inaugural session of the workshop, Sh. Lal Chand, Member 

Secretary, State Legal Services Authority, U.T. Chandigarh, called upon the 

participants to make the awareness programme against the drug abuse menace an 

integral part of school activities so as to prevent the substance abuse among the 

children of schools and colleges. He further elaborated that northern region of the 

country i.e. Haryana, Punjab, Chandigarh & Jammu & Kashmir is fast becoming a 

haven for various drugs and narcotics, as it is a transit point for supply to rest of 

the country. The most susceptible victim in this is the child. With the ready 

availability of fluid, smack, ganja, dextropropoxyphene etc. young children are 

exposed to a wide range of drugs without proper guidance and fall prey to peer 

pressure. This problem is especially rampant among children from colleges and 

schools, who belong to low or lower middle class families, due to a lack of 

knowledge and awareness. 

Sh. Vikram Singh Rana, Liaison Officer, NSS Cell U.T. Chandigarh, 

assured full cooperation in spreading the awareness on the issue of drug abuse. 

Later in the day, Dr. Yatan Pal Singh from All India Medical Institute, New Delhi, 

spoke about the basics of drug abuse and elaborated about its harm and 



consequences. He also underlined dangers of drug abuse and detailed the signs and 

symptoms of drug addiction.  

The purpose of the training is to orient the school and college teachers to 

equip them with necessary skills to carry messages of substance use prevention to 

students along with enabling them to identify early stages of addiction and risky 

behavior and facilitate students with ways to deal with such situations.  

 

 

 


