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Regional workshop organized on the elimination of Bonded Labour 

 

 

Chandigarh, July 30, 2015: The Chandigarh Administration today organized a Regional 
workshop on the elimination of Bonded Labour at Judicial Academy, Sector-43, Chandigarh 
under the aegis of National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), New Delhi. Justice D. 
Murugesan, Member, NHRC was the Chief Guest on this occasion. In his inaugural address, he 
stressed upon the rehabilitation of the rescued bonded labors and showed concern upon 
effective implementation of various acts formulated for elimination of bonded labour and 
prosecution of the offenders. The workshop was attended by the senior representatives of 
NHRC, New Delhi, senior officers from the state of Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and 
Union Territory of Chandigarh along with the other representatives of worker union, NGO’s and 
other state stakeholders. The technical session was presided by Mr. Danish Ashraf, IAS, SDM 
(E), Chandigarh Administration. Smt. Poonam Sharma, Mayor, Chandigarh assured full co-
operation on behalf of Municipal Cooperation, Chandigarh for fighting this evil practice. 
 

 

All the participating speakers were of the view that the Bonded Labour exists predominantly in 
the unorganised sectors which employs majority of labour force in India. The modern form of 
slavery is more common to be found working in households as domestic servants and in the 
field of agriculture, mining, silk production, carpet manufacturing, beedi factories, brick kilns 
etc. all over the country. There are many different reasons for bonded labour in our country. 
Amongst these are widespread poverty and lack of basic amenities such as food, shelter, 
medical facilities and sanitation, and furthermore the inequality, gender and caste 
discrimination and inadequate education. The problem of  bonded labour also gives rise to 
allied problems such as ill health, sexual assault, abductions, human trafficking and various 
other crimes especially against women and children, which are most vulnerable classes. 
 

 

The workshop brought forward the practical difficulty being faced by many of the Government 
agencies and expanded the vision to look after the potentialities for improvements as this will 
prove to be a milestone in fighting such problems by way of redressing and re analysing the 
situation for making procedural and workable improvements for effective implementation by 
remaining within the jurisdiction of Law. It was discussed, that necessary amendment in the Act 
and interim relief being given presently to the laborers rescued under the Act by various 
agencies may be enhanced. 
 

The workshop concluded with vote of thanks given by Sh. Kashish Mittal, IAS, Additional Labour 

Commissioner, U.T Chandigarh, who expressed his heartiest gratitude for NHRC for providing 

this opportunity to organize such an informative and enlightening workshop in the Union 

Territory. 


