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Dedicated drives conducted for the identification and rescue of child labours in Chandigarh

Chandigarh, 16th July, 2015: UT Child protection society under the Department of
social welfare Chandigarh administration undertook dedicated drives from
08.07.15 to 19.07.15 for the identification and rescue of child labours in
Chandigarh and a total of 28 children, all of them boys were rescued in this
week long drives.

The drives were held in convergence and the team constituted of officials of
Anti Human Trafficking Unit, women and child helpline, Department of social
welfare and Union Territory Child Protection Society. The drives covered all
the important areas in Chandigarh namely Motor Market, Crowded Markets,
Dhabas, and Restaurant etc. Some interesting facts emerge from the drive.
Most of the children that were rescued in the drive belonged in the age
group of 11 to 14 years. Also 22 out of 28 children belonged to UP and only
4 children were permanent residents of Chandigarh. Another
pattern emerged that the children were in Chandigarh for less than a month
with 16 out of 28 reporting so. This was also validated by the fact that
almost 40% of the children were still in school and had come to Chandigarh
during holidays to learn work. Also out of the total drop out children, 32%
had dropped out before primary school.

Another shocking revelation from the drive was that most of the children
worked for more than 12 hours a day which is an offence in the Child Labour
and Prohibition Act, 1986. Shockingly 9 children were not paid any
remuneration against the work performed and also 16 children were paid
wages for less than 4000 per month. India in fact is the hotbed of child labor
worldwide, with over 45 million children involved in forced labor. Children
are forced to work because none of them is a free individual at this age;
they depend on their parents (and their environment) who make decisions
for them, most of the time because of the lack of alternative. These are
kids forced into labor by circumstances imposed on them at birth.

More such drives will be undertaken in the future for addressing the issue of
child labour in the city. Also the UT Child protection society is working
towards the long term rehabilitation and protection of these children.


