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World Population Day celebration at Bhargava Auditorium, PGIMER

Chandigarh, 11 July, 2015: World Population Day was celebrated with the theme
of“Khushaal Parivarka Mantar, Do Bachon Mein Teen Saal Ka Antar” and observation
of Mobilisation Fortnight 27th June 2015- 10th July 2015, and Stabilisation Fortnight 11th July
2015- 24th July 2015 at Bhargava Auditorium, PGIMER, U.T. Chandigarh. The seminar was
organized for creating awareness regarding family planning and motivation to adopt small
family norms. Smt. Kirron Kher, Member Parliament inaugurated the function. Dr. Yogesh
Chawla, Director-PGIMER, Rajesh Kumar, HOD School of Public Health, PGIMER, Guest of
Honour. Dr. V.K. Gagneja, Director Health and Family Welfare, U.T. Chandigarh heartily
welcomed the chief guests and all participants.

Dr. Satbir, I/c Casualty GMSH-16 welcomed the Chief Guest and said “this was
celebrated to increase the awareness of the people towards the worldwide population issues”. He
also said “this great awareness event is to bring a population revolution globally as well as
breaking sleep of all the deeply slept people to pay their full attention and help in combating this
population issue”.

Speaking at the inaugural session, Smt. Kirron Kher, Member Parliament said “It is obvious that
achievement of Total Fertility Rate is not a certification that we have achieved population
stabilization since as deliberated by various speakers, India has a large population in the young
age group i.e about 22% - 25% . Also, there are late marriages which are going to add a sudden
baby boom which will further add to not only overcrowding in the hospitalsbut willput pressure
on the resources”. She also said it is true that India is in the phase of transition and has not
attained the stage of stabilization, there will be a demographic gift and bonus with the increasing
number of youth population who can work and earn morebut at the same time, it is imperative
that there are opportunities available for employment of the youth.Otherwise; they are going to
be a burden.

During the Seminar Kirron Kher focused on the role of Panches and Sarpanches she said that
they are important and they should hold meetings on chaupals on regular basis. Role of counselor
is equally crucial. Participation of the husband is important.So camps should be organized at the
work places/factories etc.Adoption of Family Planning is very personal. Therefore, the need of
client should be addressed in a conducive environment

She said that at the end of the day we should live a life of quality however for this, it is important
that the natural and the national resources are not put under constraint by bearing more and more
number of children. The nutrition of the mother is important because it is she who has look after
the family needs as well as the needs of baby inside her during pregnancy.

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, HOD School of Public Health, PGIMER, highlighted the role of the
health workers in making the public aware as per their needs the talked about the overall
objective is to put emphasis on the importance of family planning and to reduce the consequent
issues arising from the increasing population by making them aware of the hidden disaster of



population explosion.Dr. Manmeet-Faculty PGIMER talked on Behaviour change
communication and Dr. Sadbhavna Pandit talked about the role pediatrician and other doctors in
promotion of population stabilization. She emphasized on the education of the adolescents
regarding the right age of marriage, preparedness for pregnancy etc.etc. The speech by various
health workers regarding their roles and responsibilities was appreciated by all present.

On this occasion Officers/Officials, field staff of Health Department, Police department,
Panches/Sarpanches, ASHA workers, ANM’s, Nursing Students, Senior doctors, Medical
officers, Sanitary beldars, LHVs, MPHWs, cousellors and NSS etc. were also attended the
celebrations.Also a pledge was taken against Female Foeticide.

At the end of the day, Vote of thanks gave by Dr. Anu Chopra Dosajh, District
Immunization Officer, U.T. Chandigarh.


