
PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT, CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION

RESS NOTE

Chandigarh, December 17:- As there were multiple deaths of ducks in Sukhna
Lake in Chandigarh in the past few days, some samples of carcasses were sent to RDDL,
Jalandhar for testing who in turn sent some samples for further testing to HSADL, Bhopal.
Today, a communication was addressed to Director CPDO from GoI quoting the findings
of HSADL Bhopal that out of 6 samples sent to Bhopal for investigation 1 sample has been
found positive for H5N1 and CPDO Chandigarh has been directed to take all necessary
precaution for prevention of ingress of disease and to take special care in regard of
migratory and wild birds for any un-usual mortality in them and collection of some
representative sample as per the standard Surveillance Plan. In the same letter, directions
have been issued for strict bio security measures to be put in place at CPDO.

At present no communication has been received regarding any out-break of bird flu in
Chandigarh from any competent authority. However, in a proactive manner, the
Chandigarh Administration has taken up some preventive steps to counter any kind of
adverse conditions and have also put in place mechanisms on standby for any future
action as and when necessary. Some of these measures are as follows-
(1) The island area where the ducks are residing has been fenced and movement of

ducks has been restricted.
(2) Police personnel as well as Forest Rangers have been deployed in the lake area to

ensure that people are kept at a distance from the ducks and to prevent any direct
contact.

(3) Assistance has been taken from Zoo authority of Chatt bee zoo for provision of
feed to the ducks.

(4) Five R.R.T.s (Rapid Response Teams) teams are being formed and mobilized to
counter any type of un-towards situation. If required, these teams shall undertake
and complete culling process within 2-3 hours and they have been kept at stand-by
for the moment till further instructions from GoI.

(5) Sufficient numbers of PPE (Personal Protection Equipment) kits have been made
available to complete the operation in case of any disease condition.

(6) The team from RDDL Jallandhar, Punjab led by Dr. Vinay Mohan expert in this field
has reached Chandigarh and will start their work from tomorrow morning i.e. 18-12-
2014 as per norms of the action plan 2012 for containment and control of A.I.

(7) The carcass of dead animal that died today was sent to RDDL, Jallandhar for
further investigation.

(8) As a measure of precaution, boats that had to be repaired by CITCO have been
asked to suspend operations temporarily.

(9) Director Health Services (DHS) has been directed to ensure adequate availability
of anti-viral medicines and facilities for proper testing and necessary treatments if
required.

(10) A permanent control room has been established in the O/o Joint Director, Animal
Husbandry, Chandigarh Administration with Phone Number : 0172-270092, and
Mobile Number :-93575-26960 for any type of information on the issue.

(11) Further action regarding the containment and control of disease will be initiated
after the confirmatory report from Secretary, Animal Husbandry, Govt. of India,
Ministry of Agriculture is received who is competent authority to declare this
disease.

(12) The U.T. administration is constantly in touch with GoI officials and is fully prepared
to handle any contingency of any kind in this regard. The public in general is
requested to not panic and co-operate with the administration at this stage.


