
Press Note 

******* 

The Government of India is launching the “Bal Swachhta 
Mission” on 14th November 2014 on the occasion of Children’s Day (Bal Divas), in 
which children at the Anganwaris Centres would be sensitized and involved in different 
aspects of hygiene and safe sanitation. Earlier, On October 2, 2014, the Prime Minster 
of India launched a nationwide sanitation initiative in the form of “Swachh Bharat 
Mission”. The mission focuses on improving cleanliness and hygiene in urban and rural 
areas, in work places and homes, and on curbing open defecation. Also each year, the 
week from 14th to 19th November is celebrated as ICDS Week and the theme of 
this year will be “Bal Swachhta”. 
The Department of Social Welfare, Chandigarh Administration is undertaking 
the implementation of the program in all its units and also in convergence with other 
Departments like Department of School Education, The department of Public health and 
Municipal Corporation to undertake cleanliness drives, ensuring clean surroundings and 
sensitization on issues of personal hygiene and child health.  The program will be 
launched on 14th November 2014 and the activities will continue for the whole week i.e. 
14th-19th November 2014. A detailed plan of action for celebration of Bal 
Swachta Mission has been prepared in line with the themes suggested by 
Government of India. 
On 14th November 2014, on the occasion of Children’s Day, the Department of social 
welfare in convergence with Health department will organize a Camp for 
comprehensive health checkup at Snehalaya- Children home, followed by many 
other recreational activities and programs for children formally marking the beginning of 
the celebrations. The department will also be celebrating the ICDS week 2014 
with the theme “Bal Swachhta” with focus on ensuring clean anganwadis, clean 
surroundings, issues of personal hygiene and child health, clean food, clean 
drinking water and clean toilets. On each day from 14th to 19th November, 2014 (6 
days) one of the above themes will be covered at all its  Anganwadi centers, Creches, 
children homes and all welfare units. The ICDS (Integrated Child Development Scheme) 
program will also undertake a Pulse Polio awareness campaign on 16.11.2014 
and 17.11.2014 in which they will educate the mothers regarding importance of 
personal hygiene and cleanliness and ensure cleanliness drive in their respective 
kitchens providing food to Anganwadi. The department will also organize awareness 
and sensitization lectures on issues of personal and environment hygiene in Anganwadi, 
crèches, schools and its welfare units.  The week will culminate with the World 
Toilet Day on 19th November 2014 .The focus will be on spreading the message of 
ending open defecation. 

The Department of Social Welfare provides many welfare and 
rehabilitative services to vulnerable sections of population including children. The ICDS 
(Integrated Child Development Scheme) program running under the aegis of 
Department runs 500 Anganwaris in Chandigarh and caters to approximately 40,000 
children providing them nutrition, primary education and health care facilities means for 
overall development and growth. It also administers homes for children in need of care 



and protection, runs a 24X7 Helpline for children requiring emergency care and 
rehabilitation besides many outreach programs for vulnerable children through child 
Protection network of agencies supported by the department. 

The government believes that the children can play a vital role in 
achieving the “Swachh Bharat mission” and if we motivate children to keep 
themselves clean and also their homes, schools, and surroundings then they will 
contribute towards improving sanitation as well as will become ambassadors of 
cleanliness in their homes and communities. The Department Of Social Welfare is 
committed to this goal and its successful attainment. Chandigarh being the capital city 
must lead the other cities in the country in this cleanliness drive. 
 


