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1. My dear fellow citizens, distinguished guests, colleagues from the

Administration, friends from the media, ladies, gentlemen and

children.

2. On the auspicious occasion of the 65th Republic Day, I extend my

heartiest greetings and best wishes to all of you.  I also convey warm

greetings to the members of our Armed Forces, Paramilitary forces

and Internal Security Forces.

3. It is a great honour for me to address you on this momentous day. Our

Republic Day is an occasion to cherish and celebrate the enactment of

our Constitution, to remember the supreme sacrifices made by our

freedom fighters, and to reaffirm our commitment to the principles of

socio-economic equality and justice for all.

4. 26th January is a significant day in the history of our country. Soon

after independence, on this day, we as a nation marked the beginning

of our journey for enhancing the well being of all the citizens to ensure

us our fundamental rights, as also the social rights in various domains

of our living under the Constitution.

5. Chandigarh – the modern city of the independent India - is a success

story of growth and all round development. This has been achieved

through concerted efforts of its citizens, the Governments of Punjab

and Haryana and the Central Government. On its own, the Chandigarh

Administration has left no stone unturned to promote the welfare of

its population and in providing good governance to the citizens. The

result is visible significant strides in all domains of civic life and

opportunities for inclusive growth and development.
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6. Our city is world renowned for its architecture and planned urban

design. Chandigarh has retained the integrity of its original concept

and holistic design. We are committed to preserve our architectural

heritage. I am happy to inform you that the proposal to recognize ‘The

Capitol Complex’ as a UNESCO World Heritage Site is now at an

advanced stage with the Ministry of Culture, Government of India for

which a transnational dossier is being prepared.

7. The administration is committed towards providing quality healthcare

services to the residents of the city and patients from across the

northern region. I am happy to share that Chandigarh Administration

has been awarded by the Ministry of Health for best ‘Indoor and

Outdoor patient care services’ at the National level and for bringing

down Infant Mortality Rate in the city.  A five storey OPD block has

been made functional in GMSH, Sector 16 and separate operation

theatres have been set up for surgery, orthopedics, trauma, eye and

ENT reducing the waiting period for surgeries. The community health

centre in Manimajra has been upgraded to a 100-bedded Civil

Hospital. A health post has been established in the rehabilitation

colony at Dhanas to cater to the needs of its newly re-settled

residents. Additional human resources by way of around 800 medical

and paramedical staff have been sanctioned by the Chandigarh

Administration for strengthening the healthcare services. A 50-bedded

dedicated Mother and Child health hospital is being set up in Sector 45

to cater to the population of the area. In order to augment the existing

medical facilities, a Mental Health Institute will be set up in Sector 32.

8. The Administration continues to remain engaged on expansion of

education infrastructure in the city. Two new schools have been

opened in Sector 54 and Manimajra and construction of 4 more

Government High Schools is being undertaken. The new building of
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Government College of Commerce & Business Administration in Sector

50, Chandigarh would be made functional in the coming year. The

Administration would also be taking up the construction of a new

academic block in PEC, University of Technology.

9. Efforts are underway to provide better access to Higher Education. A

new Government College at Manimajra is proposed under the

Rashtriya Uchhatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA).

10. Chandigarh Book Fair, organised by the Administration and the

National Book Trust in the month of November 2013, was well

received by the residents. The Administration proposes to make this

event an Annual feature. This is likely to promote further the culture

of reading in the city. A unique helpline ‘Library at the door step’ has

been started in which NSS volunteers are delivering books to the

senior citizens and persons with disability at their homes.

11. It is heartening to inform you that the Department of Social Welfare,

in a first of its kind initiative, has started disbursing the social welfare

pensions and grants under Indira Gandhi Matritava Sahyog Yojana

(IGMSY) through Aadhaar enabled payment system. An amount of

around Rs. 80 lakhs has been disbursed to around 6000 (IGMSY)

beneficiaries which is highest in the country using the Aadhaar system.

A 24 x 7 toll-free Women and Child Helpline : 181 has been launched

for attending to calls from women, children in distress, persons with

disabilities and senior citizens.

12. The administration has fast tracked the implementation of the

National Food Security Act.  A comprehensive exercise has been

undertaken by the Department of Food & Supplies and Consumer

Affairs in which around 40000 families have been identified uptil now,
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as priority households which would be provided 5 kg foodgrains per

person per month at subsidized rates of Rs.3/kg rice and Rs.2/kg

wheat respectively.

13. It gives me immense pleasure to inform you that Chandigarh has been

awarded as the ‘Best City for Planned Habitat for Urban Poor’ for the

year 2014 by the Ministry for Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation,

Government of India. Under UT’s ambitious Slum Rehabilitation

Programme, the Chandigarh Housing Board has handed over

possession of around 10,000 flats to the beneficiaries in housing

settlements at Dhanas, Ram Darbar, Sector 38 West and Sector 49.

The construction of 5000 more dwelling units under the Rehabilitation

Scheme is going to commence shortly. Arrangements have been

made to provide the social infrastructure of Anganwaris, elementary

schools, fair price shops, police post, skill development centres for

SC/ST & minorities in these housing settlements. To realize its

commitment to inclusive growth, the Chandigarh Administration

despite limited land bank has taken policy decisions to provide the

needed land within the city boundary for the rehabilitation of

identified slum dwellers. Over 100 acres of land under slum

settlements has been reclaimed by the Administration after shifting

the beneficiaries to the newly built housing settlements.

14. The Chandigarh Administration is committed to providing a safe and

secure environment for the residents of the city. The ‘Know your case’

scheme launched by the Chandigarh Police is an initiative to bring

greater transparency and accountability.  It provides an opportunity to

the complainant to know the status of investigation of a case. A copy

of the case FIR can also now be downloaded from the website of the

Police Department. Chandigarh Administration is first in the country to

link all the police stations under the Crime and Criminal Tracking and
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Network System. Emphasis is being laid on police modernization and

procurement of state of the art equipment including ‘Lawful

Interception and Monitoring System’ and ‘Automated Finger Print

Identification System’ for improving investigation.

15. The Chandigarh Police has taken numerous initiatives to ensure safety

and security of women and girls.  A dedicated anti eve teasing and pick

and drop facility using PCR vehicles has been introduced.

16. In order to curb drunken driving, over-speeding and wrong parking,

special drives are being organized by the Traffic Police. These have

resulted in reduction in road accidents.

17. Prison Management System and Video-Conferencing facility have been

made functional in Model Jail, Burail. The construction of a new

Female Ward is already started.

18. The UT’s Department of Information Technology is working towards

creating a knowledge based society by implementing various

eGovernance initiatives. A new IT and Electronics Policy 2013 has

been announced which envisions to make the City country’s first 100%

eLiterate Territory.  Project eSaksham has been launched for teaching

basic IT skills to senior citizens and housewives.

19. Efforts are being made for furthering the use of cutting-edge IT

applications for improving public-government interface. The process

has been initiated for setting up of Wifi hotspots at prominent

locations of the city including Sukhna Lake, Bus Terminus and Sector

17 City Centre. The Sampark Centres’ network has been extended by

opening first of its kind newly designed low cost Sampark Kiosks in DC

Office, sectors 35, 37, 48, Dhanas Rehabilitation Colony and

Dadumajra Colony. The facility of booking Railway e-tickets has been

introduced for the convenience of general public.
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20. The e-District and State Service Delivery Gateway projects are under

implementation and would enable electronic delivery of 100 public

services to the citizens. Chandigarh Administration would be shortly

launching the facility to enable citizens to make payments for various

services through Internet Banking.

21. The Chandigarh Administration has a clear objective of strengthening

the public transport in the city for better mobility of the residents. The

Transport Department is in the process of procuring 49 low-floor midi

buses. 400 more buses have been sanctioned under JNNURM by the

Government of India. Upon their procurement, the public transport

system in the UT will receive a massive up-gradation. The process of

recruitment of 114 drivers has been completed.  Bus routes have been

rationalized for providing better services to the citizens. Special efforts

have been made for ensuring safety of women commuters by

introducing special buses for women. Intelligent Transport System is

proposed to be implemented in the coming year along with the public

bike sharing scheme for an environment friendly and a pollution free

city.

22. The Municipal Corporation has worked towards strengthening physical

and social infrastructure in the city. Three new community centres

have been opened in Sectors 27, 48 and 49. In Sector 17, the new

over bridge has been made operational.  A 50 MLD capacity sewage

treatment plant has been commissioned near 3-BRD making

Chandigarh the first city in India having 100% sewage treatment

facility. A pilot project for providing 24X7 water supply has been

initiated in Vikas Nagar, Mauli Jagran. Construction of four civil

dispensaries in Southern sectors is also being undertaken.
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23. To strengthen the power infrastructure in the city, two new sub-

stations with a capacity of 320 MVA and 66 KVA are proposed to be

commissioned. A 24X7 computerised help-desk is being setup to

handle electricity complaints of the residents round the clock.

24. In order to augment the parking facilities for daily commuters, a multi-

level parking is proposed to be constructed at ISBT, Sector 43.

Planning for the construction of a training complex for NCC is

complete.  A new Central Judicial Archives Building is being set up to

strengthen the infrastructure for the Hon’ble High Court.

25. Ten (10) additional courts have been sanctioned by Chandigarh

Administration with the approval of the Government of India. This will

result in expeditious disposal of court cases. A proposal for increasing

the number of public prosecutors is also being pursued with

Government of India.

26. The Administration is committed towards developing Chandigarh as a

Model Solar City. Rooftop based solar-photovoltaic power plants of

1860 KWp capacity have been set up on Government buildings. A 200

KWp solar-photovoltaic plant is being commissioned at the IRB

complex at Sarangpur. A special scheme for converting the normal

inverter to solar inverter has been launched for the private

households in which 30% subsidy is being offered to the residents.

27. The Chandigarh Administration has also decided to set up a

Chandigarh Innovation Council to promote and encourage innovation

in areas of science & technology, education and health.
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28. The draft Chandigarh Right to Services Act has been prepared in which

over 100 services have been identified for time bound delivery to the

citizens and is being sent to Government of India for enactment. The

Chandigarh Administration is in the process of adopting the self-

certification of documents scheme which would do away with the

affidavits and attestation of documents, resulting in considerable time

and cost saving for the public.

29. Chandigarh has emerged as a cultural and tourism hub of the region.

Various events like National Crafts Mela, Chandigarh Carnival, Street

Food Festival, performances by acclaimed artists and heritage festivals

are organized on regular basis by the Administration. A Nature

Interpretation Centre at Sukhna Lake has been set up to disseminate

information about the Lake and Sukhna Wildlife Sanctuary. A tourist

information centre at the Capitol Complex is being set up for

facilitating national and international Tourists desirous to visit the

famous Le Corbusier Buildings in the Capitol Complex.

30. I would also like to take this opportunity to share with you some

special and new schemes that are being envisaged for implementation

by the Chandigarh Administration in the plan for the year 2014-15.

31. The Administration proposes to launch a comprehensive 'Health

Insurance Scheme' where insurance cover of upto Rs. 1 lakh can be

availed by disadvantaged groups with an annual income of less than

Rs.1.5 lakh and identified as priority households.

32. Chandigarh Administration has decided to dedicate the year 2014 to

women empowerment. It would be the endeavour of the

Administration to make efforts towards promoting safety of girl child

and encouraging Girl education.
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33. To empower the girl child, a new scheme to be called ‘Hamari Beti

Scheme’ is proposed under which a sum of Rs.40,000 would be

deposited for every female child belonging to priority households,

delivered in the Government health institution. The deposit would be

handed over to the girl child when she attains the age of 18 years.

34. Under another new scheme to be called 'Saraswati Yojna' would be

provided to the girl child of priority households studying in classes 11th

to 12th in Government schools to incentivise her higher education.

35. To promote the adoption of IT, in accordance with the objectives of

the IT & Electronics policy of the Chandigarh Administration,

‘e-Sanatak’ scheme for providing laptops to the girl students pursuing

graduation belonging to priority households is proposed to be

introduced.

36. In the end I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the citizens

of City Beautiful for their participation and unflinching cooperation to

the Chandigarh Administration and my colleagues in the

Administration for their efforts towards providing better governance.

37. I assure you that we shall strive towards improving public service

delivery through simplification of procedures and use innovation and

IT for providing better public government interface. It shall be our

endeavour to provide better quality of life to the citizens and

sustainable infrastructure for the growth and development of the city.

Jai Hind
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