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Press Release
Chandigarh, November 28: The AIDS Control Programme was established in Chandigarh in 1992
and the first case detected from the local population was in 1992.

Chandigarh is a low prevalent area, the prevalence declining steadily to 0.21% this year,

against the National Prevalence of 0.36%. However, Chandigarh is vulnerable to spread of HIV as

the infection is present in one of the High Risk Groups of Intravenous Drug Users. According to

the HIV Sentinel Surveillance, the HIV prevalence has declined amongst Female Sex Workers

from 0.67% in 2006 to 0% in 2011, amongst Men having Sex with Men (MSM) from 4.80% in 2006

to 0.40% in 2011 and amongst Intravenous Drug Users from 17.60% in 2006 to 7.20% in 2011.

The Voluntary Blood Donation has been increasing steadily over the years and is now 88%

against 83% in 2009. This has ensured that safe blood is available to the Community. The HIV

positivity amongst Blood Donors is very low at 0.07% which indicates that the Voluntary Blood

Donors from the Community do not have the infection and are safe donors. The Blood Donation

Camps have been increasing over the years and the Blood Collection in Chandigarh reaches to

about 71,000 units annually and is sufficient for the city.

The New Case Detection of HIV has declined. More cases are being tested, but fewer

cases are found positive. In 2009, 22253 general clients were tested and 1099 (5%) were positive.

In 2012, 40652 cases were tested and 877 (2%) were found positive. The New Case Detection

among pregnant women has also declined. In 2009, 20160 pregant women were tested and 68

(0.33%) were detected positive. In 2012, 22147 pregnant women were tested and only 47 (0.21%)

were found positive. All HIV positive pregnant women are treated in the ART Centre and the

pregnancy is managed so that transmission of HIV from mother to child is minimized. After

delivery, the infant is offered replacement milk to further ensure absolute stoppage of the HIV

transmission. Till now, since 2011, 129 HIV positive pregnant women have delivered and only 2

babies have tested positive.

The prevalence of Sexually Transmitted Infection in Chandigarh as per record of the free

STI clinics (Suraksha Clinics) indicates a declined in the infection. In 2006, 7521 patients had

attended the STI clinics. In 2012, the number of clinics has increased but only 6040 cases

reported with complaints.

The ART centre, PGIMER has 3239 patients alive and on ART and out of this, only 364

(11.23%) are from Chandigarh.


