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Press Note

Workshop on Digital Signature Certificates conducted for Admn. Officials

Chandigarh, Novemebr 15: As a part of the outreach activities of the upcoming annual IT event
Destination IT@North, the Department of Information Technology today organized a workshop on
Digital Signature Certificates at Entrepreneurship Development Centre here today.

The workshop was specially organized for the officials of UT Administration. Ms. Prerna Puri, IAS
Secretary Information technology stated that the workshop on Digital Signatures becomes even more
relevant as the Administration has initiated the implementation of key eGovernance projects like
eDistrict, State Services Delivery Gateway and these projects would computerize workflows and these
projects entail the use of Digital Signatures.

Dr. Balaji Rajendran of Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Bengaluru,
Mr.Vikash Chaurasia of Controller of Certifying Authorities (CCA) and Mr. Vivek Verma, Senior
Technical Director of National Informatics Centre, UT Chandigarh delivered were the experts.

The Administration is also working towards the implementation of e-Office project this project would
computerize the internal working of the Secretariat. Dr. Balaji Rajendra from CDAC informed that CCA
has authorized seven organizations as certifying authorities like NIC to issue to the digital certificates, and
advised that the individuals owning the private key must keep it secure. Vikash Chaurasia of CCA
informed that digital signatures are legally acceptable identity of any individual under the Income Tax
Act 2000, and nearly 6 million licences have so far been issued.

Since public services in Chandigarh, in near future, would be available through internet – thus the role of
Digital Signatures is inevitable. The workshop was attended by over 100 UT officials from various
Departments.

The outreach activities those would be organised in the following days include - a ‘Poster
making competition on Innovations in IT’ for students, it  will be held on 16 th November, at CII
NR HQ in Sector 31. On 19 Nov, 2013 –Mr Raghav Sood, 15, (Founder/ CEO of Appaholics
LLC and world’s youngest author of a book on Augmented Reality using Android)  along with
Sindhuja Rajaraman, 14, (CEO of Seppan, a Chennai based animation company, who has been
adjudged as the fastest 2D and 3D animator by NASSCOM and in fact holds the Guinness World
Record for becoming the youngest CEO in India) will interact with college students on the
occasion.



Mrs Prerna Puri, Secretary, IT, Chandigarh administration stated that the main objective of
DestinationIT@North is to further strengthen the ecosystem of knowledgehub status that the
tricity has acquired over the years.


