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Press Note

CHANDIGARH, August 29: Orientation Workshop On Disability Issues Orientation
workshop on Disability issues was organized by Union Territory Child Protection
Society, Women and Child Helpline, Chandigarh Child and Women Development
Corporation Ltd and Department of Social Welfare, Chandigarh Administration at Senior
Citizen Home, Sector 43 A on 29th August 2013

In the Workshop, Mr. Rajesh Jogpal, Member Secretary UTCPS-cum-Director
Social Welfare Chandigarh Administration delivered an inaugural address. He explained
disability by stressing the need to get rid of stigmas and addressed that it is the duty of
every citizen to give equal opportunity to a person with disability rather than showing
sympathy towards them. He further explained that disability does not mean inability and
a sustainable environment need to be developed wherein the disabled persons could
excel in life. In Chandigarh, there are various organizations like Prayaas Rehabilitation
Centre for Handicapped Children, Umeed Society, Asha Kiran, Vocational Institute for
differently disabled person which are working for education, skill training and health of
disabled persons.

He explained that NGO’s at present are playing an important role in addressing
disability issues. In this regard, Director Social Welfare explained Chandigarh
Administration is working on starting a more viable Employment Exchange for disabled
and Helpline for Disabled will be linked with Women and Child help line.

Dr. Alka Sharma, Child Psychologist, Prayaas Rehabilitation centre, explained
that developmental disability refers to permanent cognitive and/or physical impairment
that usually occurs in the early years of life but can occur anytime before the age of 18
years. She explained the concept of impairment, disability, and handicap; isconceptions
in society and the human reaction towards disabled persons. She put emphasis on early
identification or screening of development disabilities. There is need of intervention in
development disabilities.

Mr. Shivaram Deshpande, Program Manager of Leonard Cheshire Disability,
discussed the topic on “Activity limitations in children physical disabilities”. He explained
about cerebral palsy, spinal injuries, muscular dystrophy and orthopedic problems. He
also explained social aspects of disability and linked it with one form of human diversity.
It is systematic fault not individual faults and the disabled person should not be ctimized
for this.

Hemant Singh Keshwal, Coordinator Regional Institute of Mental Handicap,
explained the implementation of “Person with Disability Act 1995”. It was a revolutionary
Act. He explained about laws related to disability. He explained disability status data
during Census 2001 and NSSO 2002. He explained that the main aim of act is to



create a barrier free environment and to make special provision of the
integration of person with disability into the social main stream Hemant Singh Keshwal
also explained the Government schemes for disability. He talked about Prevention and
early detection of disability. He explained the concessions and benefits available in
DisabilityAct.

Dr. B.S. Chavan, Professor Department of Psychology, GMCH-32 Chandigarh
explained about close relationship between disability and poverty. He discussed the
major issues of disability. He emphasized that the facilities for disabled must be
available under one roof. Due to poverty, lack of education and lack of employment
people with disability are not aware about the schemes for them. There is need to
generate awareness. Concluding remarks and vote of thanks was given by the WCHL
staff.


