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Press Release

Teams from Chitkara University & IIT Ropar declared joint winners of “Code
for Chandigarh”

Chandigarh, April 09: A glittering function to announce the winners of ‘Code for
Chandigarh’ – a mobile application development competition was organized by
the Department of Information Technology at Hotel Shivalik View. The Chief
Guest Sh. K.K. Sharma, IAS, Adviser to the Administrator gave away the prizes
to the winning teams.

This is the first of its kind competition to have been organized by any State or UT
Government. The competition was open for participation by students studying in
schools, colleges and universities in Chandigarh, Punjab, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir. The competition was planned with a view to
promote awareness of mobile computing technologies amongst students. In all
42 teams registered for the competition and 21 teams could submit working
mobile applications. The teams had designed and developed creative and
interactive mobile applications on the theme of ‘Chandigarh’. The Department of
Information Technology was assisted by Centre for Development of Advanced
Computing, Mohali and the Computer Society of India.

The final round of competition was judged by the panel of judges comprising of
Sh. J.S. Bhatia, Executive Director, C-DAC Mohali and Dr. A K Paul, Chairman,
CSI, Chandigarh Chapter.

In his address the Chief Guest Sh. K.K. Sharma while congratulating the
winners, mentioned that he is impressed by the fact that the students have used
their technical acumen for designing solutions to address the needs of society.
The Adviser to the Administrator also mentioned that Information technologies
or for that matter mobile phones are no longer luxuries for people nowadays.
Instead mobile phones have now become necessities and mobile apps are
increasingly being used as pathways towards good governance.

Mrs. Prerna Puri, IAS, Secretary IT mentioned that some of the apps received are
really creative and are centered around concepts those have good practical
utility. The Department intends to use some of these ideas to develop apps for



use by residents of Chandigarh. Mrs Puri also stated that the students have not
only exceeded everybody’s expectations but have also succeeded in sending
across a message to the IT industry in the region that we have quality talent pool
in the region.

The 21 entries submitted by the teams were initially evaluated by the team of
experts from Department of Information Technology, Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing, Mohali and Computer Society of India. In two
elimination rounds best three mobile apps were shortlisted for the final round.

Sh. J.S. Bhatia, Executive Director, C-DAC Mohali stated that apps developed by
students have shown commendable command over the technology and C-DAC
would continue to encourage students to work on upcoming technologies.

A mobile application developed by the team from Chitkara University was a
guide to Sector 17 and various businesses there. One can also easily gather the
information about current news, weather forecasts and traffic updates pertaining
to the City Beautiful. An important feature of this APP is that it touches upon the
social evil of eve teasing. The user can instantly report an eve-teasing incident
through the cell phone.

IIT Ropar’s team’s mobile app was titled ‘How do I?’ This app aims to help the
residents of Chandigarh about various formalities those need to be completed for
availing G2C services from Chandigarh Administration. This app also helps
people to know about the time that it typically takes for the delivery of various
documents like birth and death certificates, drivers license etc.

Third entry amongst the top three apps was from J.P. University of Information
Technology. It was a mobile app on Chandigarh Information and Tourism
Undertaking, the designer had also included a self-created character named
CHINTU in the app. CHINTU guides the user about landmarks and tourist spots
in Chandigarh. To make the use of application interesting and fun-filled a game
has also been included within the App. The app helps the user to guage his/her
awareness about Chandigarh’s locales.


