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Press Note

Conference – A Step towards AIDS Free Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 28: With the aim to gather together and consolidate
the extensive research and evaluations on HIV/AIDS being done by various
academic and public functionaries, Chandigarh State AIDS Control Society has
organized a two day conference, “AIDSCON- 2”.…Towards AIDS Free
Chandigarh” on 28th February & 1st March 2013 at Auditorium, Government
Medical College & Hospital, Sector 32, Chandigarh.

The Chief Guest, Sh. Anil Kumar IAS, Secretary Health, UT, Chandigarh
inaugurated the conference. In his inaugural address Sh. Kumar appealed to the
audience to involve the private sector in all the Public Health Programmes as a
major chunk of the community visits the private health clinics. The private
sector should recognize their social responsibilities. He also congratulated the
Chandigarh State AIDS Control Society for the dedicated efforts which has
brought down the HIV prevalence in the Union Territory. He emphasized on the
importance of following ethical guidelines in all activities related to people
living with HIV/AIDS.

Dr Vanita Gupta, Project Director, Chandigarh SACS gave an introduction
and update on HIV/AIDS programme in Chandigarh and how Chandigarh has
inched nearer to achieving the Millennium Coach of Zero new infections, Zero
HIV deaths due to Zero Stigma & Discrimination. AIDS awareness has increased
in Chandigarh and data shows that the HIV testing has increased while HIV
positivity in Chandigarh both among general population and high risk groups has
decreased. The New case detection rate amongst the walk in voluntary testing
of general clients in the ICTC Centres of Chandigarh has been found to decline
from 7.1% in the year 2008 to 2.19% in the year 2012. The prevalence of HIV in
Chandigarh has further declined from 0.23% to 0.21%. This clearly shows that
spread of HIV infection is on the decline, in Chandigarh.

In the scientific sessions on Blood Safety, on Day 1, Dr Neelam Marwaha,
Prof & Head, Department of Transfusion Medicine, PGIMER, Chandigarh gave an
overview of safety in transfusion services and challenges in achieving 95%
Voluntary Blood Donation in the region. The other scientific sessions on day 1
included Current & Future Challenges, Care Support and Treatment and
Epidemiology Mainstreaming and Awareness Education. National and
International organizations like AIDS Society of India, AIDS Alliance, SPYM as
well as NACO participated.



The conference will come up with recommendations and resolutions at
the end of the second day which will be submitted to the policy makers.
Dr. Raj Bahadur, Director Principal, GMCH-32 was also present on the
occasion.


