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Press Note

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 07: A review meeting was held to discuss the
preparedness and steps being taken by Chandigarh Administration for the
safety of women and weaker sections, under the chairmanship of Sh. K.K.
Sharma, IAS, Adviser to the Administrator.

It was apprised that the Chandigarh Police has an active Women & Child
Support Unit headed by an SP-rank officer and an anti-human trafficking unit to
deal with crimes against women and children. The Police has also
operationalised a 24-hour women helpline. Special quick response teams and
eve-teasing squads have also been set up to address the problem of eve-
teasing. In a first of its kind initiative, Chandigarh Police has launched the
service of safely dropping ladies to their houses between 10 pm and 6 am.

Special efforts are being made by the Chandigarh Police for the sensitisation of
police personnel through workshops / programmes and more than 700 police
personnel have been sensitised last year. A comprehensive awareness and
confidence building programme focusing on women safety is being carried out
in various schools, colleges, institutes and corporate offices across the city.

The Chandigarh Administration has taken several proactive steps to ensure
safety of women and weaker sections. Chandigarh has been one of the first
States/UTs to notify the victim assistance scheme for providing assistance to
the victims or their dependants who have suffered loss or injury as a result of
crime and require rehabilitation.

Some of the new initiatives which are proposed to be implemented in the near
future include making Section 354 of the IPC a non - bailable offence, setting
up of a fast track court for trial of crimes against women, installation of CCTV
cameras in CTU buses and making GPS installation in taxis and cabs mandatory.
It is proposed to set up a Committee comprising of representatives from Police,
Transport, Education, Social Welfare, Law and Public Relations Departments
and Municipal Corporation to deal with the issue of security of women in an
integrated manner.

The Adviser to the Administrator stressed on the need for constant and
effective surveillance of petty criminals combined with steps to bring them to
justice which would lead to an overall situation where major crimes would get
minimised. Sh. Alok Kumar, IPS, IGP UT apprised that the Chandigarh Police is



actively working on a proposal for mapping of reported incidents of crime on a
GIS map of the city for optimal utilisation of the resources at the disposal of
the Chandigarh Police. The implementation of CCTNS project would go a long
way in better policing and making the city a safer place.


