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SPEECH OF H.E ON THE OCASSION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY 

2012 

 
Brothers and sisters from Chandigarh, Punjab, Haryana and India. 
Fellowmen from media 
Sons and daughters from my country living in other countries.  
 
1. Greetings 

Today we are celebrating 66th Independence Day. On this pious 
occasion I congratulate and salute all my brothers and sisters from 
Chandigarh, Punjab and India. 
 
2. Saluting the martyrs 

For achieving India’s Independence many sacrifices were made by 
people, many lost their lives, many spent the better parts of their lives 
in jail, many left their occupations and faced different dangers. Today 
we remember the sacrifices made by them and we pay homage to 
them by remembering them.  
 
3. Chandigarh an administrative city 

Chandigarh is a small beautiful city. It is the capital city of Punjab and 
Haryana. It is an administrative city of UT. Many administrative offices 
from centre and different administrative offices are housed here. 
 
4. People of Chandigarh 

People residing here are administrators and thinkers who have an 
understanding of the past, present and future. They have the capacity 
of working in close coordination with each other. 
 
5. Administrative Amenities 
It is an administrative city, where all the required facilities are 
available, along with increase in demand, facilities should also 
increase. Without that demands of the general public cannot be 
fulfilled, the queries of the people cannot be answered and the future 
cannot be secure and comfortable. Keeping this in mind the 
Administration needs to add on to its efforts.  To achieve this, efforts 
have been made and more efforts will also be made. All round 
development cannot be made without giving adequate importance to 
this. 
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The officials of the Vidhan Sabha, Ministry, Judiciary and other offices 
will be provided land for Housing facility. Providing required land for 
Administration is the policy of Chandigarh Administration.  
If this is not done, then it will have an adverse affect on the 
administration of Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh and this truth 
cannot be overlooked. 
 
6. Cooperation 

 In the past everybody has cooperated for this. We are getting this 
cooperation today we hope and keep getting it in future also. 
 
7. Chandigarh- its importance 

 Importance of Chandigarh has been maintained and due to impact of 
this thought it will remain we have full faith in this. We have to fulfill 
our responsibililty without letting go of this thought or twisting it or 
working with our own self interest.  Administration problem can be 
solved only by understanding these facts. We will continue to make an 
effort in this respect. 
 
8. Planning for Chandigarh 

Chandigarh has been planed and created with great thought and 
detail. That is why it is one of the most beautiful city of the country. 
New Delhi is a beautiful and well planned city. Chandigarh comes close 
in this respect. Its beauty should be maintained and it needs to grow 
more. For this to happen, planning is required. Necessary steps have 
already been taken. This has been demanded by the people and they 
continue to demand it. This has been taken into consideration. With 
everybody’s support efforts will be made to implement these plans and 
proposals. 
 
9. Plans for Mohali and Panchkula 

In the vicinity of Chandigarh lie Mohali and Panchkula. Their lay out 
and organization modeled on Chandigarh will enhance their 
importance. For this efforts are made and plans drawn. These will be 
implemented after getting sanctions from the state of Panjab and 
Haryana. It is believed that required help will be provided by the 
centre and it is expected that public will also keep contributing in this 
regard. It is essential to take steps in this context.  
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10. Advisory council 

We believe in a democratic administration by conjoining the views of 
the general public and experts. An advisory committee needs to be 
formed for guiding the administration in this. An effort has been made 
to take important decisions of Chandigarh Administration on the basis 
of the opinions taken from the thinkers who have been working as 
members and this effort has proved to be very useful. It is believed 
that the pathfinders thought process is responsible for it. On this 
important day I want this fact to be revealed I hope in future this work 
will be completed in an even better manner. Having faith in this will 
prove fruitful. 
 

11. Law and order 

For all round development peace, security, law and good management 
is required. Without it, it is difficult to have an all round development 
In this field Chandigarh Administration has made a name for itself. We 
believe in it and the general public is also aware of it. Police officers 
and jawans have made a successful effort in this. We want to 
congratulate them for this. 
Some decisions have been made in this regard. An effort is made to 
improve the number of policemen. Number of Police Stations will also 
be increased. Mobile Police Stations have been made. An IR Batalilon 
with around one thousand jawans and officers is being raised. They 
will provide assistance if needed in Chandigarh Punjab and Haryana. 
This experiment has proved successful in other states. We believe that 
it will be successful in Chandigarh also. We are making efforts to raise 
an IR battalion and once we get the permission we will definitely raise 
it at the earliest. 
It is our endeavour to make a control centre for the whole city. 
Planning is underway for this. When this Endeavour gets fulfilled it will 
be easier and comfortable to maintain law and order and to take 
timely action against law breakers. 
It is important to make efforts to raise the morale of police officers and 
jawans and we have decided to take necessary steps for it. Police 
parties from Panjab and Haryana have helped us in maintaining law 
and order and in controlling criminals. We praise them for their efforts. 
This work could not be completed without their help. All those who 
helped us in this deserve our praise and we convey our regards to 
them and expect that they will continue to cooperate in the similar 
fashion in future also. 
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12. Electricity 

For development and comfort, the electric energy is essential. There is 
an ever increasing demand for electricity, due to the rise in population, 
occupation for home and urban life. It is essential to meet these 
demands. 
In this regard we need to increase this energy, adopt new techniques 
so that it is utilized as per need and is not misused. 
Centre, State and district administration can increase the production of 
energy.  
For this steps have been taken and will be taken at a fast pace. We 
hope that in this state whatever is possible will be done. 
Solar energy is one such source  which can never finish  or demolish. 
We can utilize it at a large scale. This has been decided by the centre. 
For this sufficient funds have been allocated. To utilize this many 
technologies are prevalent. If the government, local organization, all 
households bring it into use, then to a great extent, at various places 
energy can be created.  On household rooftops, office buildings, on 
shops, on roads, on canals, wherever there are open spaces solar 
energy can be created. The centre has decided to make Chandigarh a 
solar energy city and is helping to set it up. The central government 
has made plans to give heavy subsidy to local industries and 
households to help build solar energy. 
In Chandigarh, all government offices, organizations will bring into use 
solar energy. Effort is being made in this regard. Here even all roads 
will be lighted up with the help of solar energy. To increase the use of 
it in homes, subsidy plans have been made. To generate electricity in 
the domestic or private sector help of this kind of technology can be 
made. It can be promoted at the national grid. And for this the 
government pays its price.  
The use of solar energy at home, in offices, for street light, can help 
save electricity, which can be extended to industries. 
We expect that all of us will put ourselves into this task, all should 
make efforts and help hence the government, the society and all 
individuals. After gaining popularity our problems on electricity will be 
solved. Doing this can be considered as a national duty and to stay 
away from and face our needs is like staying ahead in all times. 
We receive food, water, energy strength, knowledge from nature and 
it can never diminish if our efforts, decrease, our vision will become 
limited our will power will weaken and we will have to face the 
weaknesses. If we use the bounties of nature in the right quantity and 
manner then we will never feel its deficiency. 
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13. Water 

To live, to drink, for agriculture, for industry, water is required. In this 
part of our country the source of water is rainfall, Himalayas and the 
core of the earth. Our population is ever increasing. Our industry is on 
the rise. There is also need of increase in the supply of water for 
agriculture. There is also scarcity for water in the city of Chandigarh. 
We are making efforts to remove this paucity and hope for cooperation 
from the State of Punjab and Haryana. We hope that all will extend 
their helping had to solve the water crisis. Giving supply of water to 
Chandigarh means sourcing water to all those people who have come 
to settle here from States of Punjab and Haryana and other cities. The 
realization of which has earned the cooperation of all and will continue 
to do so.  I have full faith in this context. It is our duty to see to the 
use of water in a proper manner so that it does not go wasted. We are 
of course doing it and will do so on a larger scale. For this we have 
received the cooperation of all and will be getting more. This is what is 
expected. 
We also expect that in this city and elsewhere rainwater be 
accumulated for further use. This can be quite useful to meet our want 
of water.  
 
14. Rehabilitation of slums 

Some homeless people live in slums It is necessary to provide them 
housing and Chandigarh Administration is making efforts for this. 
Administration has planned to construct 25 thousand houses out of 
which 13 thousand have been constructed and 3 thousand houses 
have been provided to the needy, and the remaining 12 thousand will 
soon be constructed. 
Many people migrate to Chandigarh from other places and work in 
domestic commercial or industrial sector and live in slum colonies. 
Housing facilities has been provided to domestic labour in New Delhi. If 
the same is done here then all can benefit from it. Ensuring housing 
facility for the people working in industries sector prove beneficial 
sector will the industry as well as its workers. 
 Then why should we not think on these lines and prepare to 
implement it. Why can we not consider people working in domestic 
sector, commercial establishments, industrial units, shop owners, 
factory or industry owners as members of one family. 
Can thinking in a broader perspective and implementing the above 
result in better functioning in our houses, shops, factories leading to 
improved creditability. 
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These kinds of facilities are provided in other countries which further 
aids in increased production capacity. Why should we not make the 
same efforts in our country? 
Till this thought process germinates in society, the government and 
administration will keep working towards providing more facilities and 
housing to the houseless 
Through a written communiqué the PM has said that law should be 
made and implemented so that whosever is allotted a house should 
eventually become its owner. This will be implemented in Chandigarh 
also irrespective of whether the law in this  regard is constituted by 
the  State of Punjab or the Parliament whosoever will be given a house  
will also be given its ownership.  
 
15. Education 

Nothing is more powerful or adequate than knowledge. Knowledge can 
be achieved through education or experience. We have provided our 
children with constitutional and fundamental right to education. Efforts 
are being made by government local bodies and individuals to 
implement this. This duty cannot be fulfilled without the help of all 
concerned and Chandigarh Administration is making continuous efforts 
to achieve this. Local bodies are also helping and we need to make 
better efforts in this regard. There is need to work towards improving 
the private and government organizations and institutions. There is a 
need to provide help to students from economically weaker and 
socially backward sections of society. It is our duty to help them and 
we are doing it. If there are any problems in this context then we must 
solve them and we are doing it. We will ensure that there are no 
deficiencies in this regard. 
 It is important to raise the standard of primary, middle and secondary 
and education 
The standard of education in Chandigarh and its vicinity is quite high. 
That is why there is an increase in the number of students in this 
region as compared to other regions. Everyone needs to make 
continuous efforts to improve this standard. There is far deeper 
consideration in this area. We are part of this consideration and will 
definitely benefit from it. Mid day meal is being provided to students 
from class 1 to class 8 of government schools. Efforts are being made 
to ensure that the food is hygienic and nutritious. We will be happy if 
the same could be provided to the economically weaker students of 
other schools also. We are facing a shortage of teachers in our 
educational institutions. We can open more institutions to provide. 
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Primary middle and higher education and in case of shortage of 
teachers, efforts can be made to provide instruction through 
computers and related electronic technology. These kinds of efforts 
can raise the standards of education. We have initiated this 
experiment in certain schools.  New schools have been opened and all 
these efforts have been made to provide education to all. We are also 
making efforts to increase the number of smart schools in the city.  
 
16. Health 
Chandigarh has PGI and other hospitals. New hospitals are being 
constructed and because of this there is an increase in number of 
patients. Burden is increasing on hospitals in Chandigarh as similar 
facilities are not available in areas around Chandigarh and we want to 
take steps to eradicate this problem. We want to undertake this work 
with help from the governments of centre and states. We have got 
funds from the centre and we intend to utilize these funds.  Number of 
vehicles ae increasing. An effort is being made to broaden the roads 
but despite that number of accidents are increasing.  It is under 
consideration to improve the trauma centre for helping the victims of 
accidents.  
Efforts are being  made to open with better facilities. Number of cancer 
patients are also increasing. It is beneficial if cancer is detected in its 
initial stage only. For this modern equipment and instruments are 
required. A lot needs to be done for providing treatment for cancer 
patients. It is our effort and desire to provide treatment for cancer. We 
would like improve the infrastructure in today’s hospitals. Medicines 
are required for treatment. But along with that if we have knowledge 
of reasons for which the disease started, its symptoms and how we 
can counter it, then it will prove very beneficial. We want to make 
available these new methodological. We are going to take some 
important steps in this field. 
 
17. Transport 
Chandigarh has big roads, construction of roads is  also modern. The 
vehicles which move on it are increasing at an alarming rate, because 
of this it has become difficult to manage traffic what can be done to 
improve it. The problem is being considered. It is being discussed in 
Advisory council also. Steps are being taken to implement the view 
suggested by them. 
 We are going to make an outer ring road. After every ten years, we 
strive to construct a new ring road for the effective management of 
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traffic. It is difficult to construct an over bridge in the city. For this we 
propose to construct more under bridges in the city.   Steps are being 
taken to add momentum to the construction of metro rail. Assistance 
is required from Panjab and Haryana. For this purpose high level 
meetings have been conducted and the laudable thing is that 
everybody is desirous of providing assistance. A plan has been made 
and once it gets sanctioned, work will immediately start.  Effort is 
being made to increase the number of buses in city. No. of buses 
which ply to other cities from Chandigarh has been decreased and 
they are being used within the city only. Today also some buses are 
moving to far off cities from Chandigarh. Even those buses can be 
used in the city. Chandigarh administration is ready to grant 
permission to ply buses from neighboring areas in Chandigarh. 
Through this we want to facilitate people going to far off cities. An 
effort is being made to buy new buses to improve the maintenance of 
buses and ply more and more buses on the city roads. Night plying of 
buses has been started in some important routes. We want to provide 
the facility of school buses to maximum number of children. We have 
already made an effort in this direction and we will continue to do so. 
It is necessary to provide parking facility. We are making an effort to 
provide facility on ground as well as under it. We are making a 
proposal for it and we intend to implement it. It is necessary that the 
car owners should keep their cars inside their housing areas. If they 
leave their cars outside then it leads to traffic problems. We expect 
that they will make arrangements for keeping their cars within their 
buildings whether on ground or underground. It will be our 
consideration that nobody faces any problems in getting permission 
for this.  
 
18. Green Chandigarh 

Chandigarh is situated   near Himachal Pradesh and its land is very 
productive compared to other regions of India, water and irrigation 
management is better goal oriented. Planting trees in large number 
will prove beneficial. Trees can be planted in houses and govt 
institutions. Tree plantation drives can be carried out in all open 
spaces. Continuous efforts are being made to ensure this.  Planting 
trees in large numbers is in the benefit of the people and the country 
and we will make efforts to achieve this. The condition of the States 
and the country has improved in this area but more needs to be done. 
Appropriate steps are being taken in this regard.  
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19. Culture 

Chandigarh has   a rich culture and heritage. Cultures flourishing in 
India and other parts of the world should be welcomed here. For this 
there are adequate facilities in city around the city also. Efforts is  
being made to make these facilities more useful. The facilities which 
are still in completr an effort is being made to complete it  at the 
earliest. We would like to add momentum to our efforts and complete 
it at the earliest.  We are trying to find ways and means by which 
culture can be displayed at a bigger scale. We are making productive 
efforts in this respect. We want to give encouragement to the culture 
of sports. An effort has been done to promote it. It is fine that we are 
encouraging foreign games. But along with that we need to encourage 
rural sports also. For this whatever is being done is not enough rather 
a lot more needs to be done.  In order to play sports knowledge of 
sports and coaching is needed. To give this we will like to give this 
facility.  
 
20. Encroachment 

There is paucity of land in the city. We have to use it in the right 
manner keeping law and order in mind. If it is encroached upon some 
people are benefitted but all others bear the losses and are troubled. It 
is necessary to remove encroachments. All should help in this in a 
legal manner keeping everybody well being in mind. To remove this 
shall be the efforts of the Administration. 
 
21. What has been done? What has to be done? 
On this day it will prove beneficial for us to view what we have done 
in the previous year and what we wish to do in the coming years. That 
is why all this has been said. Without giving figures because we will be 
giving statistics in writing. Whatever has been quoted is related to 
plans. These plans cannot be achieved in all respects. This vision can 
help give direction in moving ahead, it can be expanded, strengthened 
and made useful.  
We have achieved self governance, up held it and are moving on the 
path to progress. Efforts are being made to eradicate weaknesses, 
drawbacks, poverty. By doing this only, can our independence be 
complete and more useful. For this we need to increase production and 
bring this increased production to everybody’s use, grant state, 
economic, social and ethical justice to all. By doing this, the meaning 
of self governance will be fulfilled and to do this it is essential that we 
all join together without which it cannot be achieved completely. 
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Come, let us all pledge today to do this. Taking all as one, viewing 
today and tomorrow, sharing every ones joys and sorrows.  
Thank You. Jai Hind! 
 


