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Chandigarh, October 17: The 3rd Chandigarh National Crafts Mela organised 

by Chandigarh Administration and NZCC concluded with colourful Medley of 

folk performances of India with amidst other gala celebrations at Kalagram 

today. The closing ceremony was attended by Hon’ble Mr.Justice Jasbir Singh 

Punjab & Haryana High Courts, Adviser to Administrator 

Sh.K.K.Sharma,Home Secretary Sh. Satya Gopal, Finance Secretary UT 

Sh.V.K.Singh,  Director NZCC and other senior officers of the Administration, 

Municipal Corporation Chandigarh and public in large number from the tri-city 

and adjoining areas. 

The Chief Guest felicitated the winners in two categories, namely handicraft 

and handloom. In the handloom category, first prize was bagged by Rustam 

Sohrab,Punjadari,Uttar Pradesh whereas second and third prize went 

KhemRajSundriyal, Tapestry,Haryana and Mohd. Yusuf Bhatt, Kani Woven 

Shawl,J & K respectively.In the handicraft category, the first prize went to 

Rajinder Pillai,Spraw Picture, Karnataka The second place was won by Meera 

Thakur,Sikki Grass Craft and the third place went to Onkar Lal(Rajasthan) for 

Miniature  Painting whereas the Appreciation Award went to Asmita A Potdar 

for Hand Embroider(Kolapur, Maharashtra) and  K.P Nishantha from Srilanka 

for Masks.  

This year the theme of the festival was Colours and sounds of South India. 

Around 146 craftsperson from India and artisans from other countries 

participated in this year’s mega tourism cultural event where 400 folk artists 

and dancers from far flung areas of country were specially called along with 

dance troupes from Kerala, Tamil Naidu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 

Lakshwadeep , Puducherry etc. The main attraction of the Craft Mela was the 

participation of Shilp Gurus, Sant Kabir awardees, National Awardees, 

National Merit Certificate holders and also State awardees who have put their 



craftsmanship at highest level for display for the public and the residents of 

the tricity. 

This year, the entire Crafts Mela Village wore a very ethnic look with its 

ultimate décor in most suited to the South Indian Culture. Around 23 states 

and Union territories  of India had joined hands to put up an unbelievable 

show of handlooms and handicrafts besides the presence of other SAARC 

countries like Sri Lanka , Nepal and Bhutan . NZCC has invited acclaimed 

handloom/craft persons which include Shilpa Gurus, National Awardees, Sant 

Kabir Awardees with the assistance of Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India and 

tribal crafts persons especially selected by Tribal Cooperative Marketing 

Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED), Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 

Govt. of India from all over the country. 

Today, at the Main stage in the Crafts Village, The evening unfolded with the 

colourful performance titled “Medley of Folk performances of India” in which 

more than 125 folk artisans, performers gave an astonishing colourful 

thunderous performance. There were dances like Kathakali (Kerala), Kargam 

(Tamil Nadu), Sinkari Melam(Kerala), Mathuri (Andhra Pradesh), Dollu Kunita 

(Karnataka), Guravara Kunita(Karnataka), Kumakali 

(Lakshwadeep),Thapattam (Tamil Nadu), Pooja Kunita (Karnataka), 

Silambattam Martial art by Puducherry. 

According to the Adviser to the Administrator, K.K.Sharma“  The ten day long 

3rd Chandigarh Crafts Mela attracted lot of foreign and Indian tourists apart 

from people joining in the festivities at Kalagram with shopping of Art and 

crafts amongst folk performances by renowned artists of the country. 

Chandigarh Administration alongwith NZCC would continue to raise the 

stature and participation with all stakeholders including the participants, folk 

performers to bring this mega event on a still larger scale in the next year. 

  

 

 


