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Chandigarh, October 9: In the rich cultural and traditional backdrop 

of many South-Indian states presenting a Mini South Indian look, 
third edition of Chandigarh Crafts Mela opened to a large and 

popular public response at Kalagram on Sunday. The ten-day cultural 

and entertainment extravaganza promises to have a sweeping effect 

on the people with as many as 600 multifaceted folk, classical and 
tradional artists all across the states of the country. 

           For the first time, SAARC Nations are participating in the 3rd 

Chandigarh National Crafts Mela. Renowned artisans from Nepal and 

Sri have come to display the Art and Heritage of their respective 

countries. Sri Lanka is a rich country with varied heritage of 
traditional arts and craft..Artist K.P.Nishant from Sri Lanka has 

brought a wide collection of Wooden evil protection and good luck 

masks ranging from Rs 200-1000. Wooden mask making is a 

specialized craft of the southern province of Sri Lanka. These masks 
were originally used for curative rituals and for demon propitiation. 

According to the Artist, these Masks are available in various sizes 

and with bright colours .In Sri Lanka, Mask is an ornamental facial 

decorative wear used in entertainment and dancing. People often 
use masks in rituals, Dramas, Curing sickness. It is believed that 

mask provide curative benefits for physiological problems”. 

Sri lankan is also a big Producer of  Excellent Costume Jewellery. 

The other attraction in Sri Lanka stall is Gemstones jewellery. A wide 
variety of stones like blue sapphire (neelam) costing Rs 1 lac, star 

ruby, white sapphire, Chrysoberyl. Alexandrite, Amethyst, 

Aquamarine, zircon, topaz etc are available in the form of jewellery. 

According to the Artist K.W.M Nishantha, “The Stones are more 

conspicuous than the metal in Sri Lanka. The metal is only binding 
the Stones”.The main attraction here is the moon stone jewellary, 

ranging from Rs 11, 000.  

          The art and culture of Nepal has been strongly influenced by 

the religious beliefs of the country. The artwork is decorative, 
delicate and very beautiful.  National award winners have 

showcased Metal ware sculpture and jewellary. The main attraction 

is a beautiful silver SURAHI weighing 4 kg which costs Rs 3 lacs, it’s 

a masterpiece made by the craftsman  in 3years  to make .The Nepal 
stone has also has a beautiful collection of embossed jewellery box, 



silver pens etc.The colourful traditional thangka paintings ranging 

from Rs 8500 to 15,000 are also available here. these paintings are 

made on special cotton paper. 
Arist Suraj Man Bajracharya has brought another collection of silver 

jewellery from Nepal. According to Suraj, “The Kathmandu Valley in 

Nepal remains a significant area where the creation of silver 

jewellery has flourished for thousands of years. The artistic skill of 
silver jewellery making and perfection is passed down from 

generation to generation”. 

To, heal the depression and other mental ailments, a singing bowl is 

available here which produces sound on hitting and the vibration 
reduces the stress. 

            These SAARC country stalls have created their niche amongst 

the other 146  stalls of Indian artist in the their special space in the 

ethni.c village at Kalagram.The evening had a special performance 
by NZCC artists at the main stage with the Haryana as the theme 

state for cultural folk and dance performance 

 

 


