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Press Release 

 

Chandigarh, October 8th: 3rd Chandigarh National Crafts Mela being 
organised by the Chandigarh Administration in collaboration with 
North Zone Cultural Centre  was inaugurated by Hon’ble Sh.Pawan 
Kumar Bansal, Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs & Water 
Resources, Government of India in presence of Home Secretary 
Sh. Satya Gopal, Finance Secretary Sh.V.K.Singh, MD CITCO 
D.K.Tiwar,  Director NZCC Sh.D.S.Saroya, the Commissioner 
Municipal Corporation Ms. Prerna Puri , Director Cultural Affairs 
Ms.Tanvi Garg. The other senior officers of Chandigarh 
Administration, North Zone Cultural Centre and Municipal 
Corporation were present at the inaugural function of the third 
edition of Chandigarh crafts Mela. The Minister was welcomed by the 
folk performers of various states in a traditional manner at a 
magnificent, colourful temple like gate. The beats and echoes of the 
drums filled the area with their music and dance sequences. 

Hon’ble Sh.Pawan Kumar Bansal, accompanied by senior 
officers and dignitaries, took the round of the Mela and was 
highly  impressed with the large participation of National awardees 
Exhibitors and further appreciated the versatility of  their art and 
Craftsmanship  that was displayed all around the stalls. He also 
visited the special enclosure made for the themed States South 
India. He took keen interest in handicrafts and handlooms and 
appreciated the efforts in promoting various spectacular arts and 
heritage of the country. The entire Crafts Mela Village wore a very 
ethnic look this time with its ultimate décor in most suited to the 
South Indian Culture. Around 23 states of India have joined hands to 
put up an unbelievable show of handlooms and handicrafts besides 
the presence of other SAARC countries like Sri Lanka , Nepal and 
Bhutan . 

At the Main stage in the Crafts Village, The evening unfolded 
with the colourful performance titled “Colours & Sounds of South 
India” in which more than 125 folk artisans, performers gave an 
astonishing colourful thunderous performance, choreographed by 
Pahari Matre. There were dances like Kathakali (Kerala), Kargam 
(Tamil Nadu), Sinkari Melam(Kerala), Mathuri (Andhra Pradesh), 
Dollu Kunita (Karnataka), Guravara Kunita(Karnataka), Kumakali 



(Lakshwadeep),Thapattam (Tamil Nadu), Pooja Kunita (Karnataka), 
Silambattam Martial art by Puducherry. 

This year the theme of the festival is South India. Around 149 
craftsperson from India and artisans from other countries are 
participating in this year’s mega event whereas 400 of folk artists 
and dancers from far flung areas of country have been specially 
called along with dance troupes from Kerala, Tamil Naidu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Lakshwadeep , Puducherry etc.The main 
attraction of the Craft Mela is the participation of Shilp Gurus, Sant 
Kabir awardees, National Awardees, National Merit Certificate 
holders and also State awardees who have put their craftsmanship 
at highest level for display for the public and theresidents of the 
tricity.. 

Tomorrow, being Sunday, the Craft Mela shall have a sea hoard 
of people who will throng to the Craft Mela at Kalgram which shall be 
opened frpom 10 am -10p  . There will be day long performances 
followed by a special attraction in the evening with Rhythms of 
Haryana by NZCC artistes. 

  

 


