
Ladies and gentlemen 

Today we are celebrating the 65th Independence Day. I 

congratulate you on this auspicious occasion. I also express my 

best wishes for the progress and advancement of all Indians in 

the times to come. 

India’s freedom was visualized by many who sacrificed and 

suffered to realize it. Today we are on the path of making it free, 

prosperous and progressive economically, socially, scientifically 

and culturally. Working together towards this goal are all Indians 

who are living in villages, cities and overseas, working in farms, 

shops, factories, offices, our soldiers on the borders, policemen 

and officials are contributing. Truly speaking all citizens are 

contributing and performing their duties in their own way. We 

salute, remember and express our gratitude towards all the 

freedom fighters who strove, the administrators, servants of the 

society, security officers and personnel. 

The reservoirs like Bhakhra Nangal and fertile land have their own 

importance for our country. The research facilities and factories 

manufacturing iron, spare parts and machines are equally 

important. The transport industry is also important. Chandigarh is 

a role model for the planned and modern urbanization of India. It 

is a unique place having its own distinction and we must maintain 

it as such. We must make it more impressive and preserve its 

uniqueness. The Chandigarh administration and the citizens 

should share the responsibility to make it time appropriate. 

Chandigarh houses, the institutions and courts of the Central 

Govt., Punjab Govt., Haryana Govt and U.T. administration. Here 

we have the ‘state of the art’ educational and medical institutions. 

Our support system includes established shops, small scale 

industry and electronics industry. They are growing in work and 



responsibility. For this they need more facilities, resources, 

buildings, approach roads and water.  

The courts and institutions of northern command are 

neighbouring Chandigarh. The Vidhan Sabha, Secretariat, Courts 

and High Court for the States of Punjab and Haryana and UT, 

Chandigarh are situated here.  There is a persistent demand for 

more market space and other services. People want to grow which 

becoming the need of the hour. Efforts have been made and will 

be made to achieve this purpose. The empowerment of the 

administration lies in proving facilities to the general public. 

Without this the demands of the public cannot be fulfilled. All 

measures are being taken with this in mind.  

Keeping this in mind we are trying to provide more land, buildings 

and modernization to the Secretariats, Vidhan Sabhas and Courts 

and Administrative facilities of centre, Punjab, Haryana and 

Chandigarh. Additional 20 Crore rupees have been sanctioned for 

16 court rooms of the High Court and other facilities. Construction 

work is at full swing at the four storied district court complex in 

sector 43 at the cost of Rs. 30 crores.  

Chandigarh has its own unique image which has to be preserved. 

We must allow it to grow and expand as required. For this 

purpose committee and subcommittee were formed and they have 

submitted their report which was debated upon. It was presented 

before the advisory committee of the administrator. After 

discussion a report has been sent to the centre for further 

consideration. The final work plan will be made and executed with 

their consent. Further steps will be taken keeping in mind the new 

demands & new views but, at the same time preserving the 

heritage, beauty & efficiency of the city. Help will be sought from 

the centre, Punjab & Haryana govts. For this. We expect that this 



will be accomplished within a short period of time with the help of 

citizens of Chandigarh. 

Chandigarh exists as the capital of three Administrations. The 

responsibility of law & order falls upon Chd.Adm. Punjab, Haryana 

& centre have & always will help in this task. An effective law & 

order system is necessary for the prosperity, peace & 

development of villages,cities & the country. Efforts have already 

been made in this context. The no. Of police personnel has been 

increased. Chandigarh has been sanctioned one IR battalion & 

permission is being sought from the Centre for its recruitment. 

The police is being provided with mobile phones to communicate 

with each other. More police stations are being made to reach out 

to more people. A mobile police station has been set up and a 

proposal for another is in the pipeline. Police have been provided 

with an armed vehicle for the security of the city. More such 

vehicles will be provided. The Beat constable system is being 

implemented which will help the citizen feel secure. Effective 

measures are being taken to prevent nuclear, biological, and 

chemical crimes. The help by the people will strengthen the police 

and the army. We admire and felicitate those who have 

contributed and performed their duty towards this cause.  

Chandigarh was a small city but now it has grown. Its peripheral 

land had been kept for its expansion which has been covered for 

past 50-60 years. The city is facing problems in vertical and 

horizontal expansion. City will have to find new ways of expansion 

namely sub- terranean to be used in metro, underground parking 

and basements. The adoption of new ideas has become necessary 

for the growth and expansion of Chandigarh. All the thinkers can 

help this happen.  



The population of the city is growing and so is the number of 

vehicles. That is why travelling has become more difficult. This 

problem needs to be addressed. Ring roads have to be made not 

only around Chandigarh but also the satellite tons of Mohali and 

Panchkula. The movement of heavy vehicles have to be restricted 

and time bound. Administration can introduce more buses to 

alleviate the commuting problems. General public can help in this 

by reducing the number of vehicles per home.  

Chandigarh is an attractive city. It is the hub of the state- of- the 

–art educational and medical facilities as compared to the 

neighbouring cities. People want to migrate here for work. The 

migrant labour is living in slums. Under Low-budget housing 

schemes, 12500 houses have already been made & another 

12,500 will be made. The help of the Centre & individuals will go a 

long way to make this happen. 

Education is of great importance in life. Private & govt. 

Institutions are performing their role in providing education. We 

have to popularise SARV SHIKSHA ABHIYAN scheme; for which 

NGO’s can play a significant role.  The govt. should join hands 

with them. The socially & economically weaker sections of society 

should be brought at par. 

Modern education is possible through innovative techniques. Such 

experiments canprove successful in cities like Chandigarh.  

More than 600 children belonging to economically weaker & 

socially backward classes have been admitted in private schools in 

the city. Under the partnership initiative programme in 

collaboration with NGO’S, 12,620 dropouts have been re-admitted 

to schools. Education is free for girls till 12th & free books are 

provided till grade 8th. 85000 students are provided nutritious diet 

under mid-day meal scheme. Chd. Adm. is making efforts to 



convert 40% classrooms into smart classrooms. Under this 

scheme, all college teachers will be provided laptops. Projectors 

will be installed in all the classrooms & E-Content will be prepared 

for the students. The college students will be provided with 3000 

tablet computers by IIT Jodhpur & Govt. Of India. 

The software export of Rajiv Gandhi Technology Park has touched 

980 crores in the current financial year. Moreover it has provided 

employment to 12,500 educated youth of this area. This figure is 

increasing. An EDC has been constructed in IT park which will 

begin work soon. The work of Municipal Corporation, urban 

planning, education, Govt. Medical College, Income Tax & Revenue 

dept is being computerised. The Vat returns can be now 

conveniently filed online.  

It gives me immense to announce that our students have 47 

medals inthe 56th National School Games in 2010-11. To improve 

sport facilities, an indoor basketball hall in sector 42 & a hostel 

block in lawn tennis stadium sec 10 have been constructed. 

Cricket stadium sec 16 is being upgraded with installation if 

floodlights.  

Alongwith schools, the construction of hospitals is our priority. A 

seven storeyed OPD block in Govt. Hospital sec. 16 costing 14 

crores will be completed by the end of this year. A mental health 

institute & Centre of excellence for psychiatry and another 

hospital in Manimajra is also in the pipeline. 20 . Chandigarh 

Administration is bound by its promise to give better facilities to 

the villages.For this the work of providing roads and water 

supplies  is going on.In the city , especially in the southern side , 

new gardens are coming up..We are continuously striving to 

maintain the status of  the title  'City Beautiful' of Chandigarh.The 

wide roads , the gardens and green belts add to the beauty of the 



city. Chandigarh has been adorned with the  Pryadarshini award 

by the Govt of India in the year 2010 for the expansion of the 

forests. The Administration has envisioned a larger plan for the 

maintenance of the Sukhna lake and for its further  expansion.The 

National Institute of Hydrology Roorkee has been given the 

responsibilty of studying all the aspects of this lake and of 

preparing a detailed project.The Institute has started its work on 

this project and will present its report to the Administration 

within an year. 
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The administration is working hard to make the public distribution 

system better and more transparent. I am pleased to announce 

that the food and civil supplies department has started the 

decentralised registration  camp from July 2011 onwards in order 

to provide the citizens with Smart Ration Cards. This is a pilot 

project of Govt of India. This will ensure an easy acces of rashion 

to the beneficiaries. 



For the safety of the motor vehicles in the city, a high security 

registration plates plan (H.S.R.P.) has been started in Chandigarh 

from August 1,2011. With H.S.R.P. , the possibilty of changing the 

registration  plate without permission will  end and the incidents 

of car thefts will also be reduced.Selling or buying of used 

vehicles will become very difficult.This will make it easier for the 

police to identify traffic-crimes , stolen vehicles and vehicles used 

in crimes. 

 

The central govt has started a solar energy campaign in order to 

eradicate the lack of electricity and to produce electricity on a 

larger scale in a centralized manner.Accordingly our effort will be 

to  produce more solar energy and  to save other types of energy 

.This saved energy will be brought in use for industry. In this 

manner the scarcity of energy can be overcome.For this Govt is 

going to give a lot of help. 

 

In Punjab , Haryana and else where ; where ever there is land and 

there are fields water is required in large quantities. The water 

above the land and below the land is being consumed on a larger 

scale.The demand of water has increased because of this. As a 

result the water level below the earth is decreasing.So it has been 

decided that we should not let the rain water go waste.We should 

save it and use it .Decision has been made to implement the rain 

water harvesting plan. 

A lot has been done in Chandigarh. A lot has been done in Punjab 

and Haryana, a lot has been done in the country too. A lot needs 

to be done yet. Trying to do it as early as possible. Progress gives 

rise to many more questions as well and to address those a lot  of 



more work will be required.This is life . We will have to keep 

striving endlessly. And this we'll keep doing ! 

This is not the job of a handful of people, of organizations or of 

governments; it is not the job of only of govts of centre or states 

nor is it the job of Chandigarh Administration only. It is the job of 

each one of us.This work has to be done by the govts, all 

organisations , all non govt organisations, all human beings. Out 

of these even if one entity misses , it might get very late and it 

may not be right. With team work we can achieve more in less 

time. We have made such efforts in our states, our cities and our 

villages.That is how we have been able to achieve what we have  

till now ;we 'll have to do the same in future as well. We have 

been able to accomplish this with the help of  the 

governments,the states ,the organisations and with the help of  

the people. We will keep doing this. It is our prayer on this sacred 

day and for all times to come that we be blessed with inspiration 

and strength to keep it up ! 

                                                      JAI HIND 

 

 


