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Chandigarh, June 22:Recently the Legal Aid Cell, in the Model Jail, 

Burail, came to the rescue of Ravi Kumar S/o Sh Jamal Masih who 

was lodged in Model Jail despite of his acquittal by the competent 

court. After going through the judgement he was informed by the 

Legal Aid Counsel that he had been acquitted by the court but was 

confined due to wrongly issued warrants. The State Legal Service 

Authority (SLSA) enquired about this case from the jail authorities 

and advised them to seek clarification from the court concerned. As 

a result of the efforts of this authority the jail authorities wrote a 

letter to the court and the accused was released. 

According to Member Secretary, SLSA, Chandigarh, Sh. Jagdeep 

Jain, “The Legal Aid cell in the Model Jail renders advice and 

assistance to the inmates irrespective of the nature of the allegation 

against them”. He adds that the ultimate objective is to help the 

inmates in getting access to justice. 

The Union Territory of Chandigarh was the first state or union 

territory in the country to set up a Legal Aid Cell inside the Model 

Jail, Burail. A Legal Aid Cell had been established in the Model Jail, 

Chandigarh, by the State Legal Services Authority, Chandigarh, in 

November, 2001, to provide free legal assistance to needy inmates. 

Today, after a decade, the needy inmates are benefiting from this 

Centre immensely.          

  The setting up of the cell was the brainchild of Mr. Justice 

N.K. Sodhi, Executive Chairman of the Chandigarh State Legal 

Services Authority. He inaugurated the cell on November 9, 2001, on 

the occasion of Legal Services Day.  

Presently, this legal aid cell is working under the chairmanship 

of Hon’ble Mr. Justice Jasbir Singh, Executive Chairman, State Legal 

Services Authority, Union Territory, Chandigarh. Sh Jagdeep Jain is 

also the Member Secretary, SLSA.       

 The main function of the legal cell at the Burail jail is to provide 



free legal services to every accused in jail who faces the peril of 

losing his liberty and who is unable to pay the high fee of an 

advocate. Those eligible for the free legal help include persons with 

disability, member of Schedule Caste/Schedule Tribe, victim of 

human trafficking or beggars, industrial workman, women or 

children or having annual income less than Rs 50,000. The Authority 

has been providing advocates at the state’s expense and financial 

assistance like expenses of court fee on behalf of eligible persons, 

expenses for documentation, expenses for summoning of witnesses 

and other incidental expenses connected with litigation.   

 The Law Officer of this Authority visits the Model Jail three 

times in a week. The applications of the accused /under trails are 

forwarded to the quarter concerned for necessary action. Legal 

Assistance is also provided to the convicts/inmates for filing their 

appeals as well as bail applications in the competent courts of Law. 

In addition to the criminal cases they are also provided free legal aid 

in Civil Cases. As of today the Model Jail has a total of 653 inmates. 

There are 26 ladies, 6 children and 601 male prisoners. This 

authority has also started Para Legal Volunteer Scheme in the jail 

and two trainers Pankaj Mohan Kansal and Rajeshwar Singh visit the 

jail regularly to give information to the inmates regarding their 

rights and the aid cell.        

 In a recent case, an accused Rakesh Kumar, who was a life 

convict in a kidnapping and sodomy case and had been jailed for last 

8 years got bail from Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court 

through the help from legal aid cell. In another case the SLSA also 

provided legal aid to one female inmate in helping her to get jail 

transfer.  

This authority is also initiating the case of a terminally ill 

patient Kesa Singh in Model Jail. Singh is suffering from Leukemia. 

As per the directions of the Supreme Court in the cases of terminally 

ill patients, his case is being followed to help him in getting bail. 

 

 


