
Department of Public Relations, Chandigarh Administration 

www.chandigarh.gov.in 

Press Release 

 

Chandigarh, June 16: The Chandigarh Football Hockey Academy 
(CFHA) is the best known academy in the Country. In a short span of 

11 years it has produced many international players and earned for 

itself immense credibility and popularity. The Chandigarh Football & 

Hockey Academy was established with an aim to groom the talent in 
the discipline of Football in this region. Initially it was called the 

Chandigarh Football Academy (CFA) was started in August, 2000 

with the induction of 24 young boys of 9-10 years of age. In August 

2002 the Department took another leap by instituting Chandigarh 
Hockey Academy (CHA) for 24 boys in the age group of 11-12 years. 

Since then the academy has been renamed as the “Chandigarh 

Football and Hockey Academy".  

By far, the players of CFHA have brought laurels not only to the 

city but have also achieved international fame for the country in 
both hockey and football. The Academy picks up players from across 

the country at a tender age and grooms them in terms of basic skills, 

mental ability and physical strength to turn them into champions. 

The trainees are kept in the CFHA for seven years, wherein stress on 
hockey & football training as well as education is given. Conducive 

environment for specific coaching and training on scientific basis is 

provided. The Academy provides various facilities to the players on 

all free basis. 
Mr. J P S Sidhu, Joint Director, Sports, says, “I credit the 

success to the Administration’s ability to initiate these academies 

like football and hockey from time to time as the need arose. The 

CFA was initiated in the year 2000 that encouraged us and we 

inducted the CHA in the year 2002. By far, we have been successful 
in producing 18 football and eight hockey players nationally and 

internationally. After 40 years the football team of the city won the 

Subroto Cup in 2010 and for the first time in history we won the All 

India BC Roy Junior Football Championship.” 
The football coach at Sector 42, Sports Department, Mr. 

Harjinder Singh, who has been the coach of the Academy since its 

beginning says, “The identification of talent is the most crucial stage 

but the CFA has been successful in the task. Nowhere in North has 
any academy produced so many international players in the same 

batch as has this one when the first passed out in 2007.” The first 

batch of CFA produced eight international players in various 



categories like U-14, U- 17 and U-19. These players are currently 

playing for the biggest football clubs in India. Players like Robin 

Singh, Ravinder Singh, Randhir Singh, Pavan and Gurpreet Singh are 
playing for the Stop Club in East Bengal and earning around Rs 50 

lakh. Others like Gagandeep Singh, Gurjet Singh and Harpreet Singh 

are playing for JCT Club, Phagwara- the best club in India. 

Gursimrat Singh, a junior player from CFA says, “It’s an 
excellent Academy. It has played a great role in shaping our lives. 

The team from U.T. won the Subroto Cup after 40 years, won the All 

India BC Roy Junior Football Championship for the first time and 

won the All India Tata Tea Arsenal Cup. This is a great moral boaster 
for us at the Academy.” 

The CHA at Sector 42 is another outstanding example of the 

Sports Departments success. It currently has 37 boys and 33 girls. 

The Sports Department, U.T. Administration, bears all the expenses 
of the players including school fees, hostel stay, and hockey 

equipments. Monika Malik, centre half player from the Academy 

played the Indian Junior Asia Cup held at China and secured second 

place in Under 21 Championship held at Pune. She recently received 

a cash award of Rs 4000 from the Sports Department. Swati, goal 
keeper, also received a Cash Award of Rs 9100 from the Sports 

Department for her remarkable achievements as a player. Shivani 

Singh, who was declared the best forward of the tournament at the 

35th Junior National Games held at Pune says, “Hockey is an 
international game and I would like to play for the country one day.” 

The boy’s hockey team won the Junior Nehru Cup for the first 

time in history and also the U- 19 National Games. Four boys have 

attended the India Camp and Gurinder Singh has been selected for 
the Five Lakh Pre Season PHL Premier League. Manmeet Singh, who 

participated in the Asia Cup says, “Everything is free here. The 

Academy provides us with a lot of opportunities and all we have to 

do is grab them.”  

 
The junior hockey players participated in the Calcutta League in 

the month of March at Kolkata. The six players selected for the 

league were Gagan Singh, Manmeet Singh, Gurjant Singh, Harjot 

Singh, Gagan Singh and Bikram Jit Singh. Olympian Rajinder Singh, 
Dronacharya and Arjuna awardee is the current senior coach of the 

hockey team. He says, “The Sports Department has provided a good 

scheme for the players, free boarding and lodging, free education 

and free playing equipments. It provides great opportunity 
especially for girls. Four girls have already attended the National 

Camps. I would say it’s the best academy as it provides the best 

platform to the players.” 



The unmatchable achievements of the CFHA have made them 

very popular throughout the country. Players from across the nation 

want to be a part of the Academy. And this is very much evident 
from the fact that the Academy has players from north, south, east 

and west. The Director Sports, Mr. Rahul Gupta, says, “Chandigarh 

has the best supporting infrastructure in terms of coaches and 

training facilities. With this infrastructure and manpower, there is no 
doubt that the city players will achieve much more in the coming 

years.”  

  
 


