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PRESS NOTE 

 

 

Chandigarh, April 20, 2011:- ‘Snehalaya’ meaning a ‘house with love’ 

is the name given by the Chandigarh Administration to the home 

cum vocational training centre ‘for the young at risk’ being run at 

village Maloya.  This first phase of Snehalaya was inaugurated on 

October 27, 2008, by the then Governor Punjab and Administrator 

Chandigarh Gen. (Retd) Dr. S.F.Rodrigues. The centre aims at 

bringing the children who work on the streets, as mechanics in auto 

repair shops, as porters at bus stands or railway stations, rag 

pickers, beggars and vendors of food to the mainstream of life and 

rehabilitating them.  It is to protect the street children from the 

abusive and hazardous existence on the street. 

Snehalaya works under the tutelage of the Child & Women 

Development Corporation, a corporation working under the 

Department of Social Welfare, Chandigarh Administration. At 

present, it houses 280 children belonging to the age group of 5 to 18 

years, who are being provided formal and informal education. The 

centre also provides vocational training to these children with the 

endeavour to enhance their sense of worth, security and 

employment avenues. A staff comprising of 37 members works 

round the clock to ensure its smooth functioning. The staff consists 

of resident manager, counsellor, wardens, caretakers, sweepers, 

gardeners, driver and gate keepers. Amit Pahuja, Warden of ‘A’ block 

says “We treat the children as our own children. The main challenge 



in front of us is to regulate their behaviour which we do by giving 

them our love and affection”. 

The children from different areas and different backgrounds 

come to this centre and live here as a single social unit. Devinder, a 

class four student, has been living at Snehalaya since last two years. 

He says, “The staff here is very compassionate and devoted. I am 

very fond of playing musical instruments and the centre provides me 

with ample opportunities to fulfil my passion”.  He also appreciates 

the quality of food that they are served.  The centre apart from 

providing the children with free, comfortable and dignified living 

conditions also encourages them to develop their inherent talents. 

Sukhwinder Singh, a class tenth student, is a very talented cricketer. 

The Administration recognised his talent and enrolled him in the 

Dinesh Mongia’s Cricket Academy. Sukhwinder says, “I have always 

wanted to be a cricketer. It is only with the help of the Chandigarh 

Administration that I have been able to get formal training to polish 

my cricketing skills”.   

These children also treat Snehalaya as their own home. They 

keep their rooms impeccably clean and have made beautiful 

paintings on the walls. Harpreet, who is very fond of gardening, has 

developed a small garden in the premises with the help of her 

friends. The girls water these plants and prune them. Harpreet says, 

“The staff and the Administration take very good care of homeless 

people like me. They have given me a place which I can call my 

home; I feel that it is my duty that I should also look after it”. 

The Department of Social Welfare, Chandigarh Administration 

is leaving no stone unturned in providing these children with a 

comfortable living and is helping them to streamline their careers. 



The department has constituted monitoring committee and a visitor 

committee for the overall supervision and monitoring of the 

Snehalaya. The centre works on the universal principle of humanity 

and protects these children from abuse and neglect. Father 

Sebastian Jose, Honorary Director of Snehalaya says, “These are our 

children and this is our home. We all come from different 

backgrounds and religions but are tied together with a bond of love. 

We are one happy family”. He adds that he and his staff will continue 

to support these children in their future endeavours.  

 

 


