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Press Note 

 

Chandigarh, March 04, 2011: The Regional Institute of English, an 

institute within the purview of the Chandigarh Administration, was 

selected by the Regional English Language Office, U.S Embassy, New 

Delhi, as the host institute for the Afghan University Student Exchange 

Program in India. 

The exchange program has been funded by the U.S Department of State, 

through their embassy in Kabul. It has been implemented by Asia 

Foundation, an international NGO. 

As part of the program, 31 Afghan nationals, comprising 26 students and 

five chaperons have come to the city. The students have been handpicked 

by the U.S Embassy in Kabul, through interviews, written tests and also 

on the basis of their academic scores. 

The AUSEP program includes thirty- days of instruction, beginning on 

February 13, 2011 and ending on March 12, 2011. These thirty days 

comprise 100 hours of instructions provided by the RIE (75 hours of 

classroom instruction and 25 hours of practice teaching) and 20 hours of 

instruction provided by an American teacher trainer. 

There is six hours of training per day. The training hours are 9.30 am to 

5.30 pm. There is a two hour break for lunch and prayers.  

These students are representing 7 Universities of Afghanistan. They are- 

Baghlan University, Balkh University, Herat University, Kabul University, 

Kabul Education University, and Nangahar University. 



Dr. Sharda Kaushik, Director, RIE, after expressing her delight over 

having scholars from Afghanistan for the first time, said that the institute 

was broadly going to focus on three areas:-English for Specific Purposes, 

ESP (Mother tongue, Second language or foreign language), Testing and 

Evaluation, Using Technology 

Mustafa Bakshi, head chaperon, says, “I have received excellent feedback 

from the students. This is quite an enriching experience for them. The 

infrastructural facilities of the institute are state of the art. I have done 

my Masters from Indiana Bloomington University, U.S.A, and I can say 

with confidence that the RIE library is better.” 

Owing to the dearth of qualified and trained English language educators in 

Afghanistan, these students may teach ESP at their Universities after they 

graduate. They will teach English to non-English –major university 

students who are studying in departments where instruction takes place 

in Dari. For this reason AUSEP program will focus on ESP teaching at the 

university level. 

“There is no uniformity in the curriculum being taught in the different 

universities of Afghanistan. Using the 15 books given to us by the 

institute and the training we receive, we are going to work on a 

comprehensive and uniform curriculum of  the English language which will 

be taught at the undergraduate and graduate level across the country,” 

said Abdul Hameed Mansoory, a graduate from  Baghlan University. 

As part of the program, the institute arranged local excursions for the 

participants during the weekends. So far, they have visited the Rock 

Garden, The Government Museum and Art Gallery, the Sukhna Lake, 

Pinjore Garden and also witnessed the rose festival. They were also taken 

for a movie at the City Centre Mall, IT Park. Arrangements have been 

made to take them to the world cup cricket match at the PCA Stadium, 

Mohali. A visit to the holy shrine in Fatehgarh is also on the charts. 



“I am overwhelmed by the hospitality of the people of Chandigarh. I 

never expected to be welcomed with such warmth. I do not feel like an 

outsider at all. I remember my trip to Russia, where I was living under 

constant threat. I was asked to show my passport at numerous occasions.  

However, we have not faced such a problem in this city. If I get a chance, 

I would definitely visit again,” said Mohammad Naeem Saad, an 

undergraduate student, Nangarhar University. He further adds with a 

smile on his face, “I feel like a free bird here.” 

These students, coming from different regions of Afghanistan, have 

diverse backgrounds. The AUSEP program has a goal of making this visit 

an uplifting and vitalizing experience for them. This experience will 

provide these students with an opportunity to appreciate the peace and 

prosperity they will observe in India, to benefit from encountering a 

neighbouring culture that is multi-ethnic and democratic, and to return to 

Afghanistan with many positive experiences and new teaching techniques 

to share with their families and friends and colleagues. 


