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CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 13:  The Punjab Governor and Administrator, 

Union Territory, Chandigarh, Mr. Shivraj V. Patil, while addressing the 

delegates in the Eleventh Commonwealth – India Small Business 

Competitiveness Development Programme held here today said that you all 

come to Punjab and this part of India, which is not very rich and also not 

very poor, but people living in this area are very enterprising and doing well 

in their respective fields particularly in Agriculture sector. He asked the 

delegates to visit agriculture fields and exchange their views with farmers 

which would help them in understanding what more could be done in this 

area. 

 Mr. Patil said to carry on any activity, we need funds. We do not have 

enough number of Banks and branches to provide loaning assistance. We 

are fortunate that in this initiative, Central Bank of India, Corporation Bank 

and Export-Import Bank of India have been focusing on financing the 

development of micro, small and medium enterprises which would certainly 

help in providing financial assistance to young entrepreneurs. 

  Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Patil said that for all development activities 

availability of energy is required, and to fulfill it, renewal sources of energy, 

like solar energy is required to be adopted. He said solar energy panels 

needed to be provided to our farmers and also to be fixed on top of our 

houses for heating. This would help in saving electricity for industries. He 

said no doubt renewal source of energy is costly but once it introduced the 

cost factor comes down. Giving example of Cell phones, Mr. Patil said that in 

the beginning the cost of cell phone is Rs. 50,000/- and now it is Rs.1000/-. 



He said, earlier, the call rate for one minute is Rs. 50/- and now it is just one 

paisa per second. 

  Mr. Patil further said that another area where we should focus is 

technology, which is required for industry, transportation, space oceans etc. 

He said what is more important is to adopt appropriate technology. He said 

today nobody is going to develop small machines for farmers having of 

about two acres of land. He said laboratory level technologies should also be 

transferred to industry so that they could manufacture machinery 

accordingly which would help farming community in getting more yield with 

less cost. 

 The Governor said we should provide facilities to educate small shopkeepers 

and industrialists to how to cell their produce in market so that he could 

earn profit and repay the loan also. He said that we should give more 

emphasis on providing information, technology, cooperation and boosting 

determination amongst the small entrepreneurs. 


