
R-Day 2011 Speech 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 

I extend my greetings to you on the 62nd Republic Day of our 

country. The Republic Day of India commemorates the date on which 

the Constitution of India came into force. The date 26 January was 

chosen to honour the memory of the declaration of independence of 

1930. 

This occasion is always a solemn reminder of the sacrifice of the 

martyrs who died for the country in the freedom movement. On this 

momentous occasion I would like to call upon every citizen of our 

City to contribute towards the growth of the city as well as of the 

whole nation, so that our ancestors may be proud of the strides we 

have made since achieving independence. 

I feel immensely proud as I share the achievements of the 

Chandigarh Administration with you today. To begin with I would 

like to bring to your notice some of the important works completed 

during 2010-11. The work on construction of a single span high level 

bridge along with approach roads on National Highway 21, passing 

through the UT Boundary, has been finished. Construction of a V-3 

road from Jn.60 to the UT Boundary between Sec. 50 & 51, 

and  work on providing an additional link to Mohali had also been 

undertaken with great gusto and is now complete. Construction of a 

concrete road from Jn.44 to 54 between Sec.39 and Water Works, 

Chandigarh, has also been finished and a Pedestrian path with paver 

blocks has been made. The Punjab and Haryana High Court now 

boasts of a multi level parking. Similarly work of constructing a multi 

utility/Lawyers chamber block in the Punjab and Haryana High Court 

has also been completed. In the coming year work will be 



undertaken on construction of the new District Court Complex in 

Sec.43, Chandigarh. Also a multipurpose hall will be added to the 

Haryana Raj Bhawan, shortly. 

Providing infrastructure for schools has always been a major focus 

of the Administration. I am happy to inform you that work on 

construction of the 1st and 2nd floor in Govt. Primary School, Sec.52. 

and in Primary wing of Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Mauli Jagran, have 

been completed. Also, in the previous year various projects had been 

undertaken like construction of a 3-storeyed Block in Govt. High 

School, Sector 11; construction of Govt. Girls Model Sr. Secondary 

School, Sec 18; construction of 2nd & 3rd floor of the Govt.High 

School, Sec 47, construction of the Govt.High School, Sec 39. All 

these projects have been completed in all respects.  In order to 

accommodate more & more children in our schools, the work of 

extending the Govt. Schools in Village Dhanas, Dadumajra, 

Sarangpur, Manimajra, Khuda Alisher, Karsan and Maloya have been 

completed.  Further, new class rooms will also be added to Govt. Sr. 

School Kajheri, Govt. High School Mauli Jagran and Govt. Model Sr. 

School, Sec.26, Timber Market. 

Higher education, with an emphasis on learning through 

experimentation has inspired us to add a Science Block in GCG-46 

and an IT Block in GCG-42.  In the near future Block-B will be added 

to CCET, Sec.26.  The Engineering wing will undertake construction 

of the second floor of Professional Studies in GCG- 11, Chandigarh, 

along with constructing an alumni house in the college complex.  A 

new College of Commerce and Business is also slated to come up in 

Sector 50. 



The School Health Programme has been able to cover 57,968 

children in 149 schools and Alternate innovative Education Centers 

for health care achieving a steady decline in the undernourishment 

status of children. About 1400 spectacles have been provided free to 

children in order to correct refractive error. 

The Government of India has launched the Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for 

Empowerment of Adolescent Girls-SABLA for Adolescent girls (11-18 

yrs) on Novemebr 19, 2010, in 200 districts all over the country in 

which Chandigarh has been selected for the implementation of the 

SABLA Scheme. The said scheme has merged the existing schemes 

i.e. Nutrition Programme for Adolescent Girls and Kishori Shakti 

Yojana by using the platform of Anganwadi Centres of ICDS Scheme. 

This is a Centrally sponsored scheme and it would be implemented 

through the U.T. Administration with 100% financial assistance from 

the Central Govt. 

The Chandigarh Housing Board is dedicated to taking pro-poor 

initiatives and has also ensured that even in its General Housing 

Schemes a fair reservation for the downtrodden segments of the 

society is also kept. Till date CHB has constructed so far 49713 

dwelling units of different categories, out of which 33441 (67.27%) 

units are for beneficiaries under the sites and services scheme, slum 

rehabilitation and that of EWS/LIG categories. The city was 

conferred with a National Award for the ‘Best City in implementation 

of the Planned Habitat for Urban Poor’ (BSUP) under JNNURM. The 

award has been conferred by the Ministry of Housing & Urban 

Poverty Alleviation, Government of India, for the outstanding efforts 

made by the CHB in implementing the Slum Rehabilitation Scheme 

under the aegis of the Chandigarh Administration. CHB is also in the 



process of implementing construction of 3 Underpasses at Press 

Chowk, Transport Chowk & Piccadilly Chowk. 

We, at the Chandigarh Administration feel very strongly for our 

environment. The city became plastic free and smoke free.  Now we 

are trying to save water by installing rain water harvesting across 

the city. I am glad to inform that the work of installing Rain Water 

Harvesting System in the Judicial Academy, Sector 43, the E.D.C. 

Building., the U.T. Guest House and the Govt. College for Boys, 

Sector 11, has been completed. Work is going on at Govt. College for 

Boys Sector-46, Skating Rink Sector-10, Addl. Deluxe Building 

Sector-9, Deluxe Building Sector-9, District Court Sector 43, and 

Parayavaran Bhawan, Sector 19, Chandigarh, and is expected to be 

completed in the ensuing year. 

Work had also been undertaken for strengthening of Water Supply 

lines in various Villages like Sarangpur, Khuda Alisher & Daria. The 

work of installation of irrigation water supply tube wells at village 

Khuda Alisher, Daria, Rose Garden, Sector 16, New Lake, Sector 42 

and Rajindra Park, Sector 1, Chandigarh, has been completed. New 

tube wells in village Khuda Jassu, Raipur Khurd, Behlana & Mauli 

Jagran are being installed. 

The Electricity Wing of the Engineering Department is committed to 

provide qualitative, reliable and un-interrupted Electricity to the 

residents of Chandigarh. The total installed capacity available to the 

UT Chandigarh is 593 MVA at 66 KV level with an average daily 

power supply of 42 to 60 lakh units.  Electricity Wing has also 

planned plenty of projects to meet the future demand.  Every 

possible effort is being made to reduce the losses. The Electric 

supply is being distributed to the residents of Union Territory of 



Chandigarh without any power cuts. Also the billing and data of 

Electricity- Domestic, Commercial, Industrial, Public lighting, 

Agriculture, Bulk supply etc. have been fully computerized. Work on 

providing 2nd circuit of 220KV rating supply with existing double 

circuit from Nalagarh to Sub-Station Kishangarh, Chd has been 

completed in year 2010-11. 

To meet the ever increasing Health needs of city residents, the 

Health Department is being strengthened with regard to 

infrastructure, manpower and equipments. Keeping in view the 

increase in the incidence of Non communicable disease, a Diabetic 

clinic has been opened and it remains functional on Saturdays also. 

In 2001, the Sex ratio for 0-6 years was 845 in Chandigarh. With the 

concerted effort of the department and enforcing of the PNDT 

(Prevention) Act, the improvement is visible now.  The survey 

conducted in 2007 shows the sex ratio at 882. 

Under the (Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme) 

Scheme one treatment unit have been established at CHC-Manimajra 

to cater to people of the areas of Manimajra, Maulijagran, Ram 

Darbar and Hallomajra. Two Designated Microscopy Centers have 

been started in Civil Dispensary-Kajheri and Civil Dispensary CITCO 

(Ind. Area) to give the facility of free sputum test in the locality. 

This year, the Iodine Deficiency Disorders Cell under the National 

Rural Health Mission has been given 4 villages under Project 

Foundation for making them ideal i.e making 100% survey of all 

children for goiter and spreading 100% awareness to general public 

regarding Iodine & its importance. The Red Ribbon Express was 

stationed in Chandigarh from 13th to 16th October, 2010. 

Chandigarh was ranked among the 5 best States for performance for 

this project. Project Director, Chandigarh SACS was awarded as one 



of the best Project Directors in the country. Awareness activities like 

holding rallies, candle light marches, posters and slogans making, 

youth involvement  are held regularly as well as on special days. 

A new OPD block is being added to the GMSH-16, Chd. The work of 

providing fire fighting system and air conditioning system in Block J 

of GMCH, Sector 32, Chandigarh, is being undertaken. Work will be 

taken on Block-E in GMCH-32 and ensured that it is completed within 

the time frame. In the near future, work on construction of a Mental 

Health Institute at GMCH-32 and an Administrative Block in GMSH-

16, is also to be undertaken. The Administration will upgrade the 

Poly Clinic at Burail into a 50-bedded hospital whereas work is going 

on for the upgradation of the Primary Health Centre at Manimajra, 

into a Civil Hospital. 

The Administration also intends to take up construction of a Hostel 

block in the College Campus in Sector 46. Construction of an 

additional block in the Regional Institute of English, Sec.32, has 

been also proposed. Also adding more stories to the existing State 

Library, Sector 34, is in the pipeline.  Construction of a Police Hostel 

of various categories in CAP Complex, Dhanas, is also being planned. 

Also, 60 Bus queue shelters in various Sectors will be added. A Multi 

Level Parking at ISBT, Sector 43, is also part of our future plans. A 

multi-purpose hall at Lake Sports Complex will be added soon. 

The work is going on for widening and providing a central verge on 

the V-3 road from PGI to the Bridge at Khua Lahora as well as 

widening & providing central verge on V-3 road between Sec 19 & 27 

and Sec 20 & 30. 



The Major roundabout of Shanti path and Vikas Marg has been 

illuminated through floor lighting. Providing illumination on 

periphery road on Village Dhanas, Village Sarangpur, Village Maloya 

and Botanical Garden in Village Sarangpur has also been undertaken. 

20 CCTV cameras at various intersections and busy markets in 

Sector 17, 22, 35, Chandigarh, are being installed for round the clock 

surveillance by the Police. 

Additional crime cells to house high security prisoners have been 

added to the Model Jail at Burail. Construction of Jail shop-cum-

Reception centre and work on construction of the boundary wall of 

the parking in Model Jail, Burail, will be undertaken in the coming 

year. 

We have been trying to put in place a network of public transport for 

the convenience of general public. The Chandigarh Transport 

Undertaking has 417 buses and has staff strength of 2142 

employees. The workshop Depots are located in Industrial Area, 

Phase-I and in the West of Sector-25, Chandigarh.  Chandigarh 

Transport Undertaking is efficiently managing Inter-state Bus 

Terminus, Sector-17 and Inter-state Bus Terminus, Sector-43, 

Chandigarh.  This Undertaking covers approximately 1.28 lakh kms 

per  day  with  a  fleet  of  417 buses  out of which 208 have been 

deployed on the long route, local route has 171 buses and Sub Urban 

route has 38 buses. Approximately 1.50 lacs commuters travel in 

CTU buses daily and earning of CTU is Rs. 21.00 lacs per day.  The 

CTU has also started 17 Mini A.C. Buses on local routes.  The 

commuters have appreciated this bus service and the Administration 

is also going to start more AC buses on local routes. 



The Chandigarh Transport Undertaking provides concessions in bus 

passes to students, Govt. employees and teachers. 100% concession 

in fare is given to Physically Handicapped persons in local buses. 

Similarly, Accredited Journalists are also allowed to travel free of 

cost.  50% concession is also allowed to Senior Citizens, Blind 

persons, War Widows, Freedom Fighters of Chandigarh along with 

one attendant and Thallassemic Children along with one 

attendant.  Eight seats have been kept reserved only for lady 

passengers in the CTU local buses. Further, two seats each are 

reserved for Senior Citizens, Handicapped, Freedom Fighters and 

Blind Persons. The CTU has computerized 70% of its working and is 

in the process of further computerization. The 2nd phase of ISBT, 

Sector-43, is also scheduled for completion during this year. 

Sports has been a main area of thrust for the Administration as 

we  believe that sports is as much important to the students as is 

getting quality education. The emphasis has been on world-class 

facilities and results have been fabulous. The Education Department 

sent its team for participation in the Subroto Cup Football 

Tournament studded with Football players of CFHA (Chandigarh 

Football & Hockey Academy) and won the gold medal for the U–14 

tournament. It became possible only because of the training being 

imparted to the Football Academy team on scientific lines. 

Football trainees of CFHA represented Chandigarh and won the Dr. 

B.C Roy Trophy held at Kolkatta. The Girls Hockey trainees won the 

silver medal in the 56th National School Games held at Khargaon in 

M.P from 10th to 14th November, 2010, where as the Boys Hockey 

trainees won the gold medal in the 56th National School Games. 



In the near future, the Indoor Basketball Hall at Sports Complex, 

Sector-42, will be made functional. Work will be undertaken on the 

2nd Astro-Turf Hockey ground at Sports Complex, Sector-42. A Sand 

Filled Football ground at the Sports Complex, Sector-42, is also 

planned.  A New Sports Complex, having Football and Athletic Track 

in Sector-39, is also being planned. Work will soon start on the 

construction of a new pavilion building and 10 lane synthetic athletic 

track at Sports Complex, Sector 42. Upgradation the of football 

stadium, Sector 17, and constructing additional infrastructure 

facilities at CLTA, Secto10, are also being considered by the 

Administration. Also constructing a Gymnasium Hall in GCG-42 is 

being considered. Improvements will be made in the 10 Meter and 

50 Meter shooting range at Sector 25. Providing flood lighting in the 

Cricket Stadium, Sector 16, will also be a major project for the 

coming year. 

Chandigarh was awarded the prestigious Indira Priyadarshini 

Vriksha Mitra Puraskar for the year 2010, for outstanding work in 

increasing forest & tree cover in the city. The total green cover 

(forest cover + tree cover) of Chandigarh as per ‘SFR-2007’ is 54 

sq.kms which forms 38.8% of its total geographical area. This was 

achieved by effective, efficient & successful implementation and 

monitoring of the Greening Chandigarh Action Plan, and by active 

involvement of Schools, Colleges as well as residents of Chandigarh. 

For the first time, Wildlife Census in Sukhna Wildlife Sanctuary has 

been carried out from 9th to 11th December, 2010, with the 

technical assistance of the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun by 

involving stakeholders; educational institutions/ NGOs and staff of 

Forest department to ensure effective & efficient management of the 

Sanctuary.  



This year 1.50 lakh saplings have been planted by the Forest 

Department, Horticulture Wings of Municipal Corporation and 

Engineering Department, NGOs & educational institutions. The 

department has distributed more than 40, 000 saplings free of cost 

to individuals, NGOs & other organisations.  More than 121 Eco-

Clubs have been established in the Schools which are contributing a 

lot in increasing green cover and other eco-friendly activities. More 

than 100 NGOs/ individuals have been registered with Forest 

Department for afforestation work under the ‘Partnership Initiative 

Programme’ of the Chandigarh Administration. 

Among the major proposals for modernization and upgrading of 

infrastructure of Chandigarh police in 2011 is a state-of-art 

underground police, proposed to be established in Chandigarh. 11 

new police stations at Sector 22, West Rural, IT Park, Mouli Jagran, 

Railway Station, Airport, Sector 49, Sector 61, Maloya and Anti 

Human Trafficking are proposed to be set up for effective policing in 

the city. Two mobile police stations are also likely to be set up in the 

city. The fleet of Chandigarh police is being strengthened by 

proposing to add 12 anti-riots vehicles, 20 motorcycles, 42 gypsies, 

14 buses, 3 trucks and 2 canteen van. To boost the morale of the 

commandos, the issue of special pay @ 20% of gross salary for the 

commandos has been taken up with the administration. The MHA has 

agreed in principle for this. A finger print cell is being set up to 

maintain data bank of accused.  

The Government of India has also approved a new scheme “Indira 

Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY)” –Conditional Maternity 

Benefit - for pregnant and lactating women on pilot basis in 52 

districts across the country and Chandigarh has also been selected 

for the implementation of said Scheme. The objective of the scheme 



is to improve the health and nutrition to pregnant and nursing 

women and infants. 

The Chandigarh Administration has also enhanced the rates and 

norms of SNP from Rs. 2/- to Rs 4/- per child in the age group of 6 

month to 6 years, Rs 2.50 to Rs. 5.00 for pregnant and nursing 

mothers and for undernourished children from Rs 3/- to Rs 6/-w.e.f. 

October 1, 2010. We intend to provide succor and relief to each of 

the city’s residents who is facing any kind of hardship.  Recently, the 

Department of Social Welfare in association with U.T. Red Cross 

Society has distributed 1524 Blankets at the construction sites to the 

labourers and needy persons.  It is our constant endeavour to 

ensure that we all grow as a community and are contributors to our 

nation’s growth. 

We successfully organized the 2nd Chandigarh Crafts Mela at 

Kalagram. The Crafts Mela was visited not just by the residents of 

the tri-city but also of the entire northern region. Many foreign 

tourists had specially come to witness the mela after it was given 

extensive coverage by the media last year. The Chandigarh Carnival, 

also saw an atmosphere of revelry on city streets and soon the city 

will gear up for the Rose Festival which has earned a place in the 

national calendar of festivals. This also attracts a lot of foreign 

tourists, photographic enthusiasts and nature lovers from various 

walks of life. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the German scholar Max Mueller once 

remarked, “If I were asked under what sky the human mind has 

most fully developed some of its choicest gifts, has most deeply 

pondered on the greatest problems of life, and has found solutions, I 

should point to India." 



The year is just starting and it should be our aim to make concerted 

efforts to ensure harmony and growth of the nation. I would also 

like to take this opportunity to wish all of you great success in all 

your endeavours in the coming times. I, on behalf of the Chandigarh 

Administration, hope that we will all work together to make our 

nation a shining example of progress while staying true to our 

traditions, values and heritage. I appeal to all to come forward in 

contributing towards the growth of not just our country but that of 

the entire human race. I implore you all to become leading examples 

of brotherhood, warmth, generosity and mutual understanding. 

Jai Hind! 

 

 

--  
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