
Fellow citizens, 

  

On the eve of 61st Anniversary of our Republic I have great 

pleasure in extending my warm greetings and good wishes to 

my fellow citizens from all walks of life living in the country 

and overseas. I convey my special greetings, to the members of 

our Armed Forces and Paramilitary Forces, who guard our 

frontiers on the land, the sea and the air and also provide in 

valuable assistance during natural calamities.  

  

Our thoughts go back to the founding fathers of our 

Constitution whose farsighted vision and arduous labours gave 

us a Constitution which enshrined the traditional concepts of 

liberty, equality and fraternity adding to them the concept of 

Justice-Social, economic and political – and declaring our 

nation a sovereign democratic Republic. 

  

The word ‘Republic’ is no ordinary word. It is a commitment to 

the effect that, in our State, supreme power is exercised by the 

people. This historic occasion is a day of rejoicing, as today we 

enjoy the status of being the world’s largest democracy and 

one of the major players in the world. A special emphasis has 

been laid, at national and state levels, in recent years on rapid 

and more inclusive growth, with the focus on bringing about 

social equality through the reduction of poverty and the 

empowerment of our people, by adopting multi-pronged 

strategies. 

Keeping pace with the national development, Punjab and 

Chandigarh have made rapid progress, to contribute to the New 



Resurgent  India. We have forged ahead with faith and 

confidence in every field, with a special emphasis on ensuring 

social justice, a safe and secure environment, high quality civic 

life, opportunities to everyone to grow and making the State an 

example of peaceful coexistence. 

The State of Punjab and Union Territory, Chandigarh has 

achieved the distinction of bringing about a significant 

improvement in fiscal reforms, economic growth and protecting 

the interests of the State and its people. We are grateful to our 

Kissans, mazdoors, industrialists and traders for their unstinted 

support in taking the State to the path of progress and 

prosperity. Punjab, being predominately an agricultural State 

helped the Nation by contributing maximum foodgrains in the 

Central Pool for last four decades. Our agriculture scientists 

and technologists are increasing their efforts by educating the 

farmers about innovative techniques and giving the necessary 

guidance, with research based studies.  

Similarly, steps are being taken for improving the delivery of 

health services by expanding the hospital and dispensary 

network and upgrading infrastructure. We are deeply 

concerned over the growing menace of drug addiction and the 

unethical practice of female foeticide in rural and urban areas. 

A special campaign Nanhi Chhan has also been successfully 

launched in Punjab to check female foeticide and environment. 

Punjab Government has launched a special campaign to save 

the Girl Child and decided to honour those village panchayats 

who achieved the sex-ratio of 1000 or more. 

The spirit of our Constitution favours social justice, leading to 

the empowerment of scheduled caste women and children. The 



radical transformation of society is our collective responsibility. 

We have embarked upon various programmes for 

disadvantaged sections and we have to take this movement 

forward and rid the country of the curse of ignorance, disease 

and poverty. The basic objectives of our policies is to bring 

about a broad based improvement in the quality of life of our 

people and encourage the participation of the citizens in every 

field of endeavour. 

I am confident that the people of Punjab and Chandigarh, who 

have always been torch bearers in every movement for change 

and betterment will emerge as role models for the rest of the 

Country. 

Let us renew our pledge, on this historic day, to rededicate 

ourselves to the ideals of broadmindedness nationalism and 

patriotism and to work, with commitment, dedication, faith and 

confidence, to make Punjab and the Country strong and 

vibrant. 

  

  

JAI HIND 


