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Press Note 

 

 

Chandigarh, January 13: The Chandigarh State AIDS Control Society 

(CSACS) has made special efforts to ensure that the New Year brings 

cheer for people living with HIV/AIDS. CSACS has taken several 

initiatives to support PLHIVs and ensure that the treatment can be 

accessed universally.          

  Early Infant Diagnosis (EID) of HIV by DNA PCR among the 

HIV exposed infants and young children have been rolled out in ART 

Centre, PGIMER, Chandigarh. Earlier, it was not possible to 

conclusively diagnose HIV in infants born to HIV + mothers till the 

age of 18 months, as the test being carried out would detect the HIV 

antibody which could also be maternal antibody transferred to the 

baby. With the roll out of DNA PCR, it will now be possible to detect 

HIV infection in the baby as early as six weeks and thus if any 

intervention is required it may be carried out at an early stage. 

 The second big news for PLHIVs is that the baseline tests 

which were being carried out for all PLHIVs before initiation of 

treatment and every six months, at the ART centre, PGIMER are now 

being provided free of cost by PGIMER, Chandigarh. Earlier, patients 

had to spend almost Rs. 200/- to 250/- for carrying out certain 

baseline investigations, which many of them could not afford. With 

this step, PGIMER has made it possible for PLHIVs to avail treatment 

easily.          

 Besides this, another huge step taken by the National AIDS 

Control Organization has been the expansion of second line roll out 

by making second line ART available to all those in need of it. Until 



now, second line ART was being provided to only those patients who 

had been on first line ART in the Govt. Sector for at least two years 

or were widows/children/BPL. However, now this treatment is being 

made available to all PLHIVs.     

 Chandigarh State AIDS Control Society in collaboration with the 

Food and Supplies Department, U.T., Chandigarh is providing PLHIVs 

from Chandigarh with Antayodaya Anna Yojna cards. These cards 

will help them obtain highly subsidized rations.   

 These benefits will help about 1726 patients registered in the 

ART Centre of which 548 are women and 168 are children. Of the 

total number, 256 patients belong to Chandigarh. With all the above 

facilities being made available to PLHIVs, it is hoped that the New 

Year brings good health and cheer to them. Chandigarh State AIDS 

Control Society will continue in its efforts to provide care & support 

to all people living with HIV/AIDS. 

 


