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Chandigarh, December 17: The keys of the 20 Dwelling Units (DUs) out of 

the recently completed 1600 DUs (576 at Ram Darbar & 1,024 in Sector 49) 

were handed over to the beneficiaries by Kumari Selja, the Hon'ble Minister 

for Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation and Minister of Tourism, 

Government of India, during a function held today at Sector 49, Chandigarh. 

Sh Pawan Kumar Bansal, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs & Water 

Resources, GOI, presided over the function. The function was also attended 

by H.S. cum F.S., U.T. Chandigarh Ram Niwas and Chairman CHB Mohanjeet 

Singh among others. The possession of the balance 1,580 DUs shall be 

handed over to the beneficiaries during the next three days by CHB. 

Speaking on this occassion Kumari Selja said that the Government of India 

has so far sanctioned projects worth Rs 756.14 Crore under all components 

of JNNURM together for 5 projects. She said, “My Ministry alone has 

sanctioned 2 projects for Chandigarh with the total project cost of Rs. 

564.94 Crore, covering 25,728 houses for the poor under Basic Services to 

Urban Poor. This involves Central Grant of about Rs. 396.13 Crore. We have 

recently allocated an additional support of Rs. 50 Crore for Chandigarh under 

the Scheme of Affordable Housing in Partnership. Once the project report is 

received, we will process it for sanction.” 

Speaking further, she said, “The projects for housing and basic amenities to 

the urban poor in Chandigarh were sanctioned to attain the broader goal of 

making Chandigarh slum-free and to ensure that the urban poor are 

provided with the basic amenities they need.” She also informed that this 

year Chandigarh had been given the award for Best City for Planned Habitat 

for Urban Poor for the remarkable performance of the Chandigarh 



Administration in allocating very valuable lands in prime areas of the city 

and undertaking affordable housing programmes for the poor with the goal 

of slum-free Chandigarh.  

Kumari Selja also informed that an Interest Subsidy Scheme for Housing the 

Urban Poor has been launched. Under this scheme, the urban poor will be 

able to get loans from banks and other institutions at interest 5% lower than 

the market rate of interest to build their houses. She urged that the 

Chandigarh Administration should take steps to avail benefit from the 

scheme. 

She extended her best wishes to the beneficiaries for whom these houses 

had been inaugurated and hoped that the Chandigarh Administration will pay 

due attention to the maintenance of the housing units and assets created. 

She suggested that for this purpose the association of residents should be 

formed and encouraged to start a maintenance fund. Kumari Selja laid a 

great deal of stress on the fact that the beneficiaries should treat these 

houses as their property and take care of cleanliness and hygiene of the 

premises. She urged them to discourage the practice of illegal occupancy 

and hoped that the Administration to ensure that the beneficiaries should 

also be covered under skill development and and employment generation 

support  programmes under SJSRY. 


