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Press Note 

 

CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 7:  The Punjab Governor and 
Administrator, Union Territory, Chandigarh, Mr. Shivraj V. Patil, 
while speaking on the occasion of Armed Forces Flag Day held at 

Punjab Raj Bhavan, today said that the nation owes a great debt to 

our soldiers. It was because of their selfless contribution that our 

borders remain secure. Our military history is full of sacrifices and 
acts of gallantry by our defence personnel, who laid down their lives 

for protecting the unity and integrity of our country. He said that this 

day reminds us of our obligation of looking after our war widows, 

the war disabled, and other dependents of the brave martyrs. This 

day also gives us an opportunity to reaffirm our solidarity with the 
forces and to recognize their heroic deeds. This occasion also helps 

to boost the morale of the forces and also gives them a sense of 

assurance that the Nation and its people are behind them.  

 Mr. Patil said that holy books of all over religions taught us that 
when you fought for truth and noble cause you fight fearlessly and 

bravely. He said exactly our brave soldiers are doing this.  

 Appreciating the initiative of Punjab Government for honoring 

veteran soldiers, Mr. Patil said that the men in uniform plays a 
significant role in protecting the unity and integrity of our country. 

Mr. Patil said that the State and Central Government are committed 

for the welfare of Ex-servicemen, widows and their wards. He 

appealed to the people to contribute liberally to the Flag Day Fund, 
which is utilized for providing financial assistance for them.  

 The Punjab Governor and Deputy Chief Minister, Punjab 

released a Souvenir on this occasion. Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal, 

Deputy Chief Minister, Punjab also presented a cheque of Rs. ten 

lakh.            
 The teams of Director Sainik Welfare Punjab and Deputy 

Commissioner, UT, pinned the Armed Forces Flag on the Punjab 

Governor and Deputy Chief Minister, Punjab.       

  Brig. (Retd.) I.S. Gakhal in his welcome address said that the 
funds collected are utilized for the welfare of Ex-servicemen, widow 

and their wards. He said Punjab continues to  be the “Sword Arm of 

India” with a Ex-servicemen strength of 2,88,928 and 58,282 

widows.          
 Prominent amongst others who were present on the occasion 

included Secretary to Governor, Mr. M.P. Singh, Secretary Defence 



Services Punjab, Mr. Jagjit Puri, Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Brajinder 

Singh, ADC to Governor Major C Sandeep, and other civil and defence 

officers. 

  

 


