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CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 11:  The Punjab Governor and 

Administrator, Union Territory, Chandigarh, Mr. Shivraj V. Patil, 

while presiding over the 31st meeting of Rajya Sainik Board Punjab 

said, the government machinery is fully responsive for the welfare of 

serving soldiers and Ex-servicemen and an effective redressal 

mechanism is at work for mitigating their grievances. 

        Mr. Patil asked the officers present in the meeting to 

restructure their programmes and involve maximum ex-servicemen 

and students in their development projects. He said we owe a great 

debt to the soldiers who have spent prime of their lives for 

protecting the boundaries and maintaining peace in the country. 

Therefore, it is our collective responsibility and duty to ensure them 

a life of dignity, self respect and hour to assure that the nation and 

its people are behind them. 

        Mr. Patil said that necessary instructions should be issued to 

CDA (Pension) by the concerned department to ensure revised 

pensions to all the pensioners under intimation to concerned banks. 

He said that Punjab has maximum number of Ex-servicemen and the 

State of Punjab has better than most of the State of the country for 

extending better facilities to the Ex-servicemen.   

        Mr. Patil emphasized that the members of Rajya Sainik Board 

must play a proactive role in creating a data bank with details of job 

opportunities available in the public and private sector, along with 

the information about ex-servicemen regarding their specialized 

trades, place of choice of employment and aptitude for jobs, for 

harmonizing the endeavour. He said that the Ex-servicemen have a 

great potential and experience achieved by them during their active 

military career and they can prove an effective instrument of change 

for the transformation of society. 

        Mr. Patil said that the need of the hour is to focus on motivating 

the rural youth to join armed forces. He said they should be 

educated regarding life and culture of army and encourage them to 



join army. Motivational team should be sent to various schools and 

colleges particularly in rural areas to motivate the youth to join army 

as officers. Ensure them that they would get proper training and 

coaching which would help them in getting selected, he added. 

Mr. S.C. Aggrawal, Chief Secretary Punjab said that the welfare 

of Ex-servicemen is a priority area of the Punjab Government and 

full support will be given by the Government in Rehabilitation and 

settlement of the retired soldiers and their families. He assured for 

strengthening infrastructure network in the state for training 

programme for the ex-servicemen so that they could be adjusted in 

various private security agencies also. 

Prominent amongst others who were present in the meeting 

included Mr. M.P. Singh, Secretary to Governor, Mr. Jagjit  Puri, 

Principal Secretary District Sainik Welfare, Punjab, Mr. KBS Sidhu, 

Principal Secretary Finance, Mr. B.S. Sudan, Secretary Home Affairs 

and Justice Punjab, Brig. Vijay Pal, Representing GoC-in-C Western 

Command, Mr. Arvind Shukla, Under Secretary, Government of India, 

Major General Parmod Behl, Major General (Retd.) U. S. Sidhu, CMD 

PESCO, Major General (Retd.) KM KS Baraich. 

 


