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CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 26:  The Punjab Governor and 

Administrator, Union Territory, Chandigarh, Mr. Shivraj V. Patil, 

with a beat on the nagara (drum) inaugurated the 

‘2ndChandigarh National Crafts Mela’ an festival of North-East 

States today at Kalagram he said, “we, in India, are the 

inheritors of a great historical experience in organizing a multi-

lingual, multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-caste, multi-

regional society”. 

Mr. Patil shown keen interest and visited each and every 

stall in the Mela. While interacting with artists and 

craftspersons of different States, Mr. Patil said that this mega 

event has been conceived and planned to promote a better 

understanding and to reach out to each other to unify our 

diverse and rich cultural ethos to demonstrate the strength of 

India. He said that it provides a right platform to the artists 

and artisans of the North-East region to project their rich 

cultural heritage and an opportunity to display; our 

capabilities, innovations and expertise. These events also serve 

as unifying force for the country, as artists from different parts 

of the country meet on a common platform to interact, share 

each others ideas, cultures, food and value system.  

Appreciating the committed and sincere efforts of 

Chandigarh Administration and North Zone Cultural Centre for 

organizing the National Craft Mela, the Governor said that we 

have to set new standards for the years to come and shape a 



better future for our youth and children. We have to inculcate 

rich cultural values in their day-to-day life. It is need of the 

hour that we make sincere and committed efforts for 

preserving our heritage in all its rich diversity, by adapting a 

multi-prolonged approach. All the States have a glorious past 

and rich traditions of arts and crafts associated with ancient 

history and civilization which have been rightly depicted in folk 

traditions, legendry tales and literary works. 

Mr. Patil also tasted jalebees of famous maturam halwai. 

Mr. Pradip Mehra, Adviser to the Administrator while 

speaking on the occasion said that our cultural wealth is 

limitless. We are a rich civilization, but unfortunately we are 

losing it at faster pace. Describing this craftsmela as cultural 

exhibition, he said unless we revive our folk skills and folk 

dances, our cultural skills would diminish in coming times. 

        Mr. Ram Niwas, Home Secretary giving detailed 

information of mela said that such crafts melas will go long 

way in showcasing the skills and crafts of around 150 

outstanding craft-persons from different parts of the country. 

This ten day mega event will provide residents of the city an 

opportunity to witness the various, energetic folk performances 

along with art and heritage of the different states participating 

in the Mela. 

        Prominent amongst others who were present on the 

occasion included Secretary to Governor, Mr. M.P. Singh, 

Finance Secretary, Chandigarh Administration, Mr. Sanjay 

Kumar, Director North Zone Cultural Center, Mr. D.S. Saroya, 

Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Brajinder Singh, Mayor, Mrs Anu 



Chatrath, Inspector General of Police, Mr. Pardip Srivastava, 

Commissioner, Municpal Corporation, Mr. Roshan Sankaria, 

S.S.P Chandigarh, Mr. Naunihal Singh, Assistant Estate Officer, 

Mrs. Hargunjit Kaur, and other senior officers of Chandigarh 

Administration. 

 


