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Chandigarh, September 30:- Chandigarh is livable, provides good 

ambiance, has beautiful gardens and roads, clean air and more 

which attracts the people from other states to make it their home, 
and we must continue to retain this character, said Pradip Mehra, 

Adviser to the Administrator, UT, Chandigarh, on the second day of 

the ICT conclave, eRevolution2010.  

Speaking in the session on “Where can Chandigarh region be in 
the next 5 years”, he said that it is difficult to predict the future but 

reiterated that the land can never be a constraint for the growth of 

knowledge economy in this region, since one need to look beyond 

just the city’s limit and look at the opportunities in the tricity area.  
“I even foresee Chandigarh to be developing like another 

suburb of Delhi with the rapid mobility system to take them to the 

capital for work while they live here”, Pradip Mehra said.  

Endorsing the views, Secretary Information Technology & 

Finance of UT Administration, Sanjay Kumar said that we need to 
mull over the question of “What Chandigarh should not be?” after 

seeing the way the cities of Hyderabad and Bangalore have become.  

We should respect the sentiments of the locals and the original 

planners, and do not emulate the examples of other metros where 
high rise buildings are putting other infrastructural pressures, and 

instead let the people go out and expand their business and 

commercial activities in other equally neighbouring developing cities 

in Punjab, he affirmed.  
Dr. S.S. Channy, Principal Secretary Industries & Commerce, 

Government of Punjab said that the role of the government is to be a 

facilitator and become investor-friendly to encourage investments. 

He informed that Punjab is coming up with a 40 sqkm IT Investment 

region starting from Mullanpur extending upto Rajpura, with 
numerous other incentives for the industry to come up here.  

Dr. Channy also reiterated that Punjab government has created 

a land bank and coming up with various IT parks at Ropar, 

Railmajra, Rajpura, Kapurthala, and Mohali.  
Punjab Infotech’s Managing Director Mr. Rakesh Verma said 

that our focus is to take the region on to the next level of excellence 

by promoting linkages between the academia and the industry, so 

that quality of human resources can be improved, the academic 
curricula can be made more industry-relevant. 

Vikas Ahuja, Centre Head of Infosys Technologies commended 

the proactive role that the Chandigarh Administration and Punjab 



Government was playing in encouraging industry. He said that the 

biggest challenge before the industry is to innovate to find creative 

solutions for their customers.  
Tech Mahindra’s Vice President P.K. Sharma said that the 

region must brand itself and promote its advantages across the 

country.  

Partap Aggarwal, managing director of IDS Infotech said that 
the region must come up with some specific domain specialization to 

develop a cluster approach.  


