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Chandigarh, September 18: “Like carbon credits, water credits for 

industry and community participation is the sine qua non for water 

conservation and management”, said Pawan Kumar Bansal, Union 
Minister for Water Resources and Parliamentary Affairs during a 

seminar on “Water Conservation and Management” organized by 

PHD Chamber at PHD House, here today.  Sh. Bansal was the Chief 

Guest on the occasion. 
He shared that efficiency in water use was mere 40 per cent, 

which in some of the countries was as high as 60 per cent. Changing 

habits and changing lifestyles has put a lot of pressure on water 

resources. Awareness about the imperatives of water conservation 
reduces use, recycling and harvesting is required to make water 

conservation a national movement, he said.  

Laying emphasis on community participation, Mr. Sanjay 

Kumar, Finance Secretary, UT Administration said that it was an 

irony that earth is 2/3 parts water, and still we need to talk about 
water conservation and management. He said that simple measures 

like rain water harvesting, ground water recharging, minimal 

wastage of water, unintended wastage could go a long way 

conserving the water table. 
Stressing on the quality aspect of water, Mr. Mahesh Gupta, 

CMD, Kent RO Systems limited, shared that quite a number of 

diseases were avoidable with the use of quality drinking water. He 

said that though the earth was 2/3 parts water, not much of the 
water is drinkable. Underground water is already too contaminated 

with minerals.   

Drawing attention towards the depleting water table, Dr 

Susheel Sankhyan, GM, Agri, Pepsico said that this depletion will 

lead to slowdown of industry, diseases and unrest besides posing a 
question mark food security of India. He stressed the need for 

industries to have positive water balance. 

Mr. Prabhjot Singh, National Co-ordinator, Global Environment 

Facility, UNDP-SGP, said that the demand for water is growing at an 
astounding rate because of the staggering increase in population of 

India. Water resource management in India is a heterogeneous area 

with linkages to different spheres of the economy like, agricultural, 

industrial, household, power, environment, fisheries, transportation 
etc., he added. 

Mr. Ashok Khanna, Chairman, N R D Council and Past President, 

PHD Chamber, shared initiatives taken by PHD Chamber in Sikar and 



Alwar districts of Rajasthan where various check dams through 

community participation were set up which changed the water table 

scenario there. Water stress, he said is just beginning to show in 
India. The annual per capita availability of renewable freshwater in 

the country has fallen from around 5, 277 cubic meters in 1955 to 2, 

464 cubic meters in 1990. Given the projected increase in population 

by 2025, the per capita availability is likely to drop to below 1,000 
cubic meters, i.e. to the levels of water scarcity.  

Speaking about the scenario in India, Mr. Satish Bagrodia, 

immediate Past President, PHD Chamber said, “India’s water supply 

is rapidly dwindling, primarily due to mismanagement of water 
resources.” Moreover, over-drawing and pollution are also 

significant contributors towards depletion in water resources and 

contamination respectively, he said. Stringent rules and regulations 

for water extraction and usage need to be put in place.  
Mr. Dalip Sharma, Regional Director, PHD Chamber, while 

deliberating on the issue said, “Geometric increase in population 

coupled with rapid urbanization, industrialization and agricultural 

development has resulted in high impact on quality and quantity of 

water in our country. The situation warrants immediate redressal 
through radically improved water resource and water quality 

management strategies.” Since water is a public good, its protection 

is a shared responsibility and if protected and managed well, it will 

be a major common benefit to all communities, he added.  
Over 100 delegates including industrialists, government 

officials, scientists, and academicians participated in the 

deliberations. 
 


