
Department of Public Relations, Chandigarh Administration 

www.chandigarh.gov.in 

Press Release 
 

            Chandigarh, Sep 17: Today a workshop was held to apprise the 

officers of the Chandigarh Administration about the concept of 

Unique Identification Number (UID).  The project has been named as 

‘Aadhaar’.  Its implementation approach and other related issues by 

the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), Planning 

Commission, New Delhi were discussed in the workshop. 

            Giving an overview of Aadhaar, Mr Ambrish Shahi of UIDAI, 

said, “Aadhaar is a unique, random, 12 digit identification number 

for Indian residents. One Aadhaar will be generated for one 

beneficiary and that would include children under the age of five 

years as well. Aadhaar enabled applications like PDS, NREGA, social 

security, RSBY, etc will help in enabling the administration to 

effectively monitor state-wide government service and impact 

delivery.”   

            He further added that the financial inclusion initiative of 

Aadhaar aims at ensuring economic inclusion of all residents. This 

programme was built on a partnership model where states and union 

territories will nominate a Registrar to ensure that the project falls 

in place and no one is left out of the enrollment process by engaging 

enrollment agencies, ensuring security of the biometric data etc. It 

also aims to include the marginalized residents through introducers 

and civil outreach groups. 

            UIDAI will also provide process integration to the various 

administrations to become Aadhaar-ready. This will be in terms of 

assistance for integrating existing software application of partner 

agencies, procurement of hardware and software and will also 

provide financial assistance to the tune of Rs 450 crore to the 28 

states and seven union territories. 

            Mr. Sanjay Kumar, Finance Secretary, who is also the UID 

Commissioner for UT of Chandigarh stated that the Chandigarh 

Administration has taken major steps in collecting the data so that 

the UID process for the residents of Chandigarh is rolled out once 



the census data is collected.   He further informed that UID data 

collection has been unified with the smart card project of Public 

Distribution System (PDS).  So far 1,80,000 families as beneficiaries 

of the PDS have been identified and the camps have been started by 

the Deputy Commissioner, UT, Chandigarh to collect the data.  The 

collected data will have bio-metrics of all the ten fingers and is also 

likely to have Irish data (reading of eye ball).  These bio-metrics and 

Irish data will establish the identification of any individual and will 

ensure that there is only one unique identification given to any 

resident of the country.  He further informed that the Chandigarh 

Administration is already tied-up with Director of Census so that 

during the census operation the data which are collected are uniform 

and are sent to the UID Authorities.  The UID authorities will carry 

out the de-duplication check at the national level to ensure that no 

resident of the country gets two identification numbers.  He urged 

upon all the residents of Chandigarh that whenever camps are held 

they should come forward to give their details alongwith bio-metric 

details to the authorities during the survey for the PDS, Smart Card 

as well as Census.  

  

            The UIDAI also aims at the financial inclusion of residents in 

this scheme which means that every resident will be given a bank 

account or they can link their existing account to UIDAI. This will 

enable the appointed registrars of the administration to perform 

fund transfer to residents directly for any social sector scheme or 

initiative.  

            The workshop was presided over by Finance Secretary, Mr 

Sanjay Kumar and was attended by MC Commissioner Dr Roshan 

Sunkaria, DC Mr Brijendra Singh, All Sub-Divisional Magistrates, UT, 

Chandigarh, Assistant Estate Officer, UT, Chandigarh, Additional 

Director General, Regional Office, UIDAI, Chandigarh, Mr DK Bakshi, 

Ms Charu Bali and many senior officers of Chandigarh 

Administration. 


