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Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

  My greetings, on the 63rd anniversary of our independence. Let us 

recall, with pride, the great sacrifice of our freedom fighters who 

secured us our freedom.  On this happy occasion, we also salute the 

hard work of our countrymen who have helped build a new and strong 

India. We also remember those brave jawans and all the brave 

citizens who have sacrificed their lives for preserving the unity and 

integrity of the country.  

  We have worked hard to make Chandigarh a good city to live in. The 

Administration sees itself as a facilitator and a catalyst for change. 

The residents of Chandigarh are the partners in this effort. The 

sharing of all sections of society in the process of development is 

essential, and we have welcomed all those who have volunteered to 

participate in this process. These efforts have not been in vain. The 

City Beautiful has been accorded due recognition at various fora.  

Chandigarh is a truly dynamic City, with a success story of growth and 

development which we want to achieve through public partnerships 

and inclusiveness.   

  We are conscious of the needs of our citizens, especially the 

economically weaker sections and the disadvantaged. We have 

undertaken various initiatives which help them to live with dignity 

and honour. To name a few, we have established Ashreya - a Home 

for the mentally challenged, snehalaya - a vocational Training Centre 

for Street children, Aasha Kiran- a vocational Training Centre for 

differently abled citizens and a Home for Mentally Challenged people. 

A scheme has also been introduced for helping the physically and 

mentally challenged earn their livelihood through the allotment of 

booths, on rental basis. Similarly, we have doubled the pensions 

payable to differently abled, widows, destitute women and senior 

citizens. The unemployment allowance to disabled persons has also 

been enhanced by 2.5 times. 

  The Health and Education sectors continue to engage our undiluted 

attention.  This year the new OPD in the Government Multi Specialty 

Hospital, Sector 16 will be commissioned.  A new Block in GMCH-32 

should also be completed.  Shortly, we intend to launch the Rashtriya 

Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, to make affordable and accessible 

quality of education to our children in the age group of 14 to 18 years.  

The Sarv Shiksha Abhiyan has very effectively strengthened the 

education system and we have been able to utilize these funds for 

better infrastructure.  Chandigarh has been providing free education 

to all children of Govt. Schools upto 8th standard as well as to girl 

students upto 12th standard.  For those children who have still 

remained out-side the formal education system, we have started 

Alternative Innovation Education Centres which have now got more 

than 9000 children.  These students are given free books, free 

uniforms and mid day meal so that they can join the main stream of 

education early.   
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 The quality of our health infrastructure is better than many other 

cities in the region.  This has resulted in many people from the 

neighbouring areas to avail it, thereby putting pressure on our 

institutions.  We are trying to augment these.  We have taken some 

noteworthy initiatives which include strengthening of the school 

health scheme, improving health related services to the Anganwaries, 

setting up of a drug detoxification and treatment centre, 

implementation of the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana etc.  We have 

already started an Institute for mentally challenged children where 

the education, treatment, diagnosis and rehabilitation facilities have 

been built at one place.  However, the child sex ratio continues to be a 

cause of worry.  The increased use of intoxicants by the younger 

generation is again a cause for concern in Chandigarh.  Our effort 

would be to address this problem.   

  Providing accessible and easy interaction of the people with the 

Government has been a major priority, through the e-governance 

programme. Project Sampark has successfully completed five years. 

The project started with two centers and six services in 2004. Today, 

we have 23 centers, providing 23 G2C and 5 B2C services to our 

citizens.  This year, we would like to add 10 new e-Sampark Centers 

in the City area.   Shortly, we will have a State service Delivery 

Gateway, which will help the people of Chandigarh to apply for 

services through the use of e-forms.   

Information Technology is a major area of emphasis in 

Chandigarh Administration.  We have already introduced IT related 

training and education facilities in our Schools and Colleges.  With the 

help of the Govt. of India, we have set up an Entrepreneur 

Development Centre in the IT Park which will house the new 

generation of fresh entrepreneurs.  The Rajiv Gandhi Chandigarh 

Technology Park has already got some of the major IT companies like 

Infosys, Tech-Mahindra etc.  You would be glad to know that IT 

exports from Chandigarh which were only 91 crores in 2005-2006 

have gone to 823 crores in 2009-2010.  The IT Park is already 

providing direct employment to more than 12000 people and almost 3 

times that number are being indirectly employed.    

  Housing is a very important need for the "Aam Aadmi”. The 

Chandigarh Housing Board will be constructing around 2000 houses in 

various categories, in the coming months.  Out of these, more than 

480 houses will be for economically weaker sections. The Housing 

Board is also acting as a facilitator for the effective implementation of 

the interest Subsidy scheme, for Housing for the urban poor.  The 

Government of India is already in the process of framing the 'Rajiv 

Awas Yojna', to make affordable houses available to all sections of 

society and make the city slum free. Through the Slum Rehabilitation 

Scheme, we are already well advanced and will be in the forefront to 

implement it. As you are aware, under the Slum Rehabilitation 

programme approximately 25000 small flats are being constructed. 

Within the next two years, the Chandigarh Housing Board will be 
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completing more than 11000 flats for slum dwellers, who have been 

identified in the bio-metric survey. 

  Chandigarh is known for its infrastructure. Keeping in view the 

requirements of the city and growing traffic, the road infrastructure 

has been massively upgraded and improved. This effort will continue. 

Chandigarh has been among the few places which virtually provides 

almost 24 hours of power supply, despite the fact that we have had to 

procure power at very high rates in the summer season. The 

Administration also proposes to enhance the availability of drinking 

water, by adding two more water supply lines from Kajauli to 

Chandigarh.   

  To improve the quality of the public transport system, the CTU has 

added 34 AC Mini Buses which are running very successfully.  In 

addition, 40 AC Buses and 60 non AC Buses under the JNNURM 

Scheme are being added.  For environment friendly transport, LPG run 

three-wheelers have been encouraged in Chandigarh.  In addition, we 

have got a Comprehensive Mobility Plan prepared for the entire region 

for having a metro rail system as the main public transport system for 

the future.  We will be shortly handing over the project report to the 

Delhi Metro Rail Corporation.  This is going to be an ambitious project 

and will be a boon for the entire region.      

  While up-grading the infrastructure, we will pay special attention to 

the southern sectors.  The Administration is also upgrading our 

villages.  We would like to provide city like infrastructure in our 

villages as well. To achieve this in the current year, two villages will 

be initially upgraded, for providing canal based drinking water supply.  

In addition, all the villages are to be provided street lights on the 

pattern of the urban areas. Shortly, we will launch a major 

programme for regular maintenance, upkeep and cleanliness of  the 

villages. 

 The Sukhna Lake and the Rose Garden are land marks of Chandigarh 

and both these facilities are to be rejuvenated and upgraded in the 

coming months. For years, the process of siltation of  the Sukhna Lake 

has been a matter of concern for all of us.  This year we have carried 

out a massive desiltation programme and I am happy to inform you 

that approximately one crore cubic feet of silt has been removed.  In 

the coming years, our efforts would be to continue with this 

programme with renewed vigour. I have a dream to restore the 

Sukhna to its old glory.   

  While we move along the path of development, the preservation and 

augmentation of our environment has been a major concern.  You 

would be happy to know that Chandigarh is one of the most green 

cities in India with more than 35% area under green cover.  This year 

also we propose to plant more than 50000 saplings and seedlings in 

partnership with Resident Welfare Associations, NGOs and 

educational institutions.  Our recent plan to motivate three wheeler 

operators to shift to LPG has met with good success and also 

contributed to reduce environmental pollution.  Chandigarh has 
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already prepared a Solar City Plan and a proposal has already been 

submitted to the Govt. of India.  In addition we also propose to 

explore possibilities of generating power through solar energy.  This 

will go a long way to mitigate the shortage of power and also reduce 

environment pollution.  This year should also see action on setting up 

of an Aquarium.  The Administration will also develop more big 

gardens, namely the garden of Palms in Sector-42, the Valley of 

Animals and the Sunken Garden in Sector-50, the Maze Garden in 

Sector-51, the garden of conifers in Sector-52 and the Tourism Plant 

Museum in Sector-23. 

  Chandigarh's economy has an almost 80% contribution from the 

service sector.  In fact, if, today, we have to provide more job 

opportunities and more opportunities for growth, due weightage to 

this sector has to be given. While the whole country has been trying 

hard to maintain a GDP growth rate of 8% or more, l am happy to 

inform you that in the last two years the GSDP growth rate of 

Chandigarh has been about 17%.  l convey my heart felt thanks to the 

people of Chandigarh who have made this happen.  l also feel that our 

policies have been conducive to support and catalyze this kind of 

growth.  

  The Municipal Corporation is an important body and authority to 

provide large number of services to the people of Chandigarh.  I have 

requested all the elected representatives to be more responsive to the 

demands and aspirations of the people and to evolve a system of fast 

delivery so that day-to-day as well as long term problems are 

overcome quickly by the residents.  I have also proposed to transfer 

some new functions and new areas of responsibility to the Municipal 

Corporation, such as primary education, primary health, major roads 

and major gardens and green belts.  I am sure that the Municipal 

Corporation will rise to the occasion and come up to the expectation 

of the people while discharging its duties with regard to this and 

other functions.   

  We need to compliment the Chandigarh Police, who are responsible 

to provide safety and security to the people of Chandigarh.  These 

have been tough times for police forces across the country. The new 

socio economic compulsions have put tremendous pressure on our 

law-enforcement agencies. To meet with these challenges, we are 

going to have additional number of police personnel.  One India 

Reserve Battalion has already been sanctioned for the Chandigarh 

Police and land for them is being allocated in Sarangpur.  We are 

equipping the police force with the latest arms, ammunition and 

technologies.  In future, we have to be prepared for chemical, 

biological, radiological and nuclear threats.  My Administration is 

going to equip and train the Police personnel in these areas.  Keeping 

in view the security scenario in the country, specialized training for 

Commandos is being provided with the help of the NSG.  The changing 

times require 24 hours surveillance of the city to provide a safer and 

better environment and we are putting up CCTV cameras at all nodal 

points.  A State of the Art Police Control Room is also being set up.  
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While our police force works hard, we will take care of their welfare 

requirements  

  On this auspicious occasion, l have a request to make. Let us all 

come together and work for the betterment and welfare of our 

country. May l also request different sections of society that instead of 

their small personal interests, they should be catalysts for the larger 

developmental and social changes, so that lacs of under- privileged 

people, especially those belonging to the younger generation, are able 

to better their lives and look to the future, with hope and joy.  

 

  Jai Hind 

 


