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Chandigarh, July 7:- A sensitization programme regarding HIV/AIDS 

awareness was conducted by Chandigarh State AIDS Control Society 

in village Attawa to involve opinion leaders of the society and health 

workers. This programme was a part of a pilot project under which 
Chandigarh State AIDS Control Society had adopted village Attawa 

and Burail to generate awareness regarding HIV/AIDS among the 

rural folk. In this programme Municipal Counselors of Chandigarh, 

ANMs, religious leaders of the village and volunteers of the NGOs 
took part.  

Dr. Kavita Chwan, DD (STI), Chandigarh State AIDS Control 

Society inaugurated the sensitization programme. She described the 

motive behind the programme and said, “A lot of myths and mis-

conceptions are still prevailing among the rural folk and to eradicate 
the myths and to generate awareness, Chandigarh State AIDS 

Control Society has adopted village Attawa and Burail.” She further 

added, “Chandigarh State AIDS Control Society has started a 

comprehensive HIV/AIDS awareness programme for the 100 % 
Sensitization of the Rural Folk in these villages.” She gave a clarion 

call and urged the religious leaders, youth and women to come 

forward and be the flag bearer in the fight against HIV/AIDS. She 

discussed that HIV/AIDS was not just a mere health related 
problem, so, a joint effort by the all walks of life is imperative to 

curb the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Stressing upon the role of health care 

providers, she said, “Health care providers should know how to 

identify people with signs, symptoms or risk of STI/RTI.”  
Dr. Jatinder Dahiya, Consultant (Mainstreaming), Chandigarh 

State AIDS Control Society gave the basic information on HIV/AIDS 

and motivated the Religious Leaders to come forward and join hands 

with Chandigarh State AIDS Control Society in the fight against 

HIV/AIDS. “To know the status of HIV/AIDS one should go to ICTC 
Centre to get oneself tested free of cost”, averred Dr. Jatinder.  

Mr. Sunil Kumar, Consultant (YA), Chandigarh State AIDS 

Control Society said out of school youth is a vulnerable chunk of 

population and they are at high risk of getting HIV/AIDS infection. 
He exhorted the opinion leaders of the villages to bring this 

neglected chunk of the population to the mainstream by adopting 

the sympathetic outlook towards them. He said, “Municipal 

Counselors have great role to play in this directions and they can 
also mobilize their administrative machinery for the benefits of out 

of school youth.”  



An exhibition was put up and IEC Material was distributed to 

the participants. 
 


