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Chandigarh, 22- All educational institutes in Chandigarh, both 

public and private, will now have National Service Scheme units, 

though of the self- financing variety. A directive to open such units 

has been received by the NSS Cell, Chandigarh, from the Union 

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India. 

  Disclosing this here today, Mr Ajoy Sharma, Director, 

Higher Education, Chandigarh, said that the communique seeks to 

direct all states and Union Territories to take up the matter of 

setting up self-financing NSS units in all educational institutions, 

including medical, engineering, commerce and arts, in their 

respective areas. The directive stems from the target of having 50 

lakh NSS volunteers by the end of the 11 Five Year Plan (2007-12). 

At present, the NSS strength is 32 lakh, and the remaining 18 lakh 

volunteers would be enrolled through the opening of self-finance 

units in government as well as private educational institutions, 

Under the self-financing unit scheme, the government will not 

provide any grant to the institute, but their NSS volunteers will get 

such benefits as certificate and one per cent weightage in marks at 

the time of admission.  Mr Sharma said that information regarding 

student strength and the proposed number of self-financing units, 

had already been sent to the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 

New Delhi. 

   Mr Bikram Rana, State Liaison Officer, NSS Cell, 

Chandigarh, said, "Allowing self-financing NSS units in 

government and private educational institutes will expand the 



horizon. We will now have a bigger youth force engaged in a 

number of social activities." 

   At present, there are 128 NSS units 50 in schools 

and 25 in higher educational institutes with 12,800 NSS volunteers 

in Chandigarh. The student strength (plus one and above) is 

74.269 out of which, 12,800 are NSS volunteers and the self-

financing NSS units will be set up from me remaining non-NSS 

strength of 61,469. 

 


