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Press Release 
 

Chandigarh, June 15: The Advisor to the Administrator Sh Pradip Mehra 

today launched the second phase of the Partnership Initiative Programme 

at the Tagore Theatre, Sector 18, Chandigarh. The Chandigarh 

Administration in collaboration with NGOs initiated Partnership Initiative 

Programme keeping in view the welfare of the city residents as its top 

most priority.  After thorough deliberations and taking city’s holistic view, 

the Administration identified six key areas for the participation which 

includes Alternative Innovative Education, Female Foeticide, Drug 

Deaddiction, Social Welfare, Tree Plantation and Sanitation & Removal of 

Garbage.  

  The Chandigarh Administration launched this programme on 

June 10, 2009 by joining hands with NGOs, Voluntary Agencies, Social 

Workers, Resident Welfare Associations etc with an aim of creating an 

environment which give fair chance to every individual of the lower 

sections of the society. The objective of the Programme is to create the 

feeling of ownership in these participative agencies which would generate 

extra zeal, enthusiasm and dedication in their work. 252 NGOs have 

joined hands in Partnership Initiative Programme for Mobilization of the 

community and creating awareness in respective fields.  

  On this occasion, the Advisor to Administrator awarded 

Appreciation Certificates to 94 NGOs, Social Workers for their contribution 

in the field of Alternative Innovative Education, Female Foeticide, Drug 

Deaddiction, Social Welfare, Tree Plantation and Sanitation & Removal of 

Garbage. 

  The Education Department in association with NGOs/ Social 

Activists paid special attention for the enforcement of newly introduced 

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 by 

sensitization among masses, counseling of parents/guardians, Prevention 

of Child Labour, ensuring admission of children belonging to weaker 

sections and disadvantaged groups, educating community, ensuring the 

needs of special children in schools. 

 The Health Department in order to extend the sphere of De-

addiction and to prevent drug abuse, some more additions have been 

made to generate awareness for the impending dangers associated with  

this problem largely afflicting the society under the Partnership Initiative 

Programme. New areas like Geriatric Care, Tobacco Control, Cancer 

Control, Communicable Diseases, AIDS are also being covered.  



 The Administration also enhanced the Pensions rate of Old Age 

Pension, Widow Pension and Pension to Disabled Persons from Rs. 250/-

p.m. to Rs. 500/- p.m. For the first time in the Union Territory of 

Chandigarh, the Juvenile Court was held in Juvenile Home Premises, 

Sector 25 for the welfare and care of delinquent juveniles. 50 new 

anganwadi centers have been opened in different parts of the colonies, 

villages where Scheduled Castes & Minority community is residing.  

SAHAYTA KENDRA was inaugurated to support the slum dwellers by 

distributing the donated items.  On this occasion a new brochure 

containing the provisions of the Maintenance & Welfare of Parents & 

Senior Citizens Act 2007 and concession/ facilities for the old age/senior 

citizens, were also distributed.  For providing facilities to the needy 

persons, a unique concept of “Access to Door step” is being launched by 

renovating a bus, which will act as mobile Social Welfare office.  In the 

year 2009-2010 loans were given to 425 persons and Training to 657 

persons of the weaker section of the society have been provided by 

Chandigarh Child & Women Development Corpn and Chandigarh 

Scheduled Caste Corporation. In the Social Welfare Department 32 

NGOs/Social Workers have been awarded on this occasion.  

 The Forest Department in association with the Partnership 

Initiative Programme NGOs/Social Workers/ Associations planted around 

3000 saplings under the afforestation drive. Herbal plants were also 

planted in some areas.  

 Under Partnership Initiative Programme in the field of Solid 

Waste Management 67 Resident Welfare Associations/`NGOs/Individuals 

participated with Municipal Corporation who were registered with 

Municipal Corporation. Chandigarh has been adjudged as Ist by Ministry 

of Urban Development Government of India with score of 73.48 in 

sanitation.  

      New NGOs/Social Workers were invited for spot registration with 

Chandigarh Administration under Partnership Initiative Programme. 

 While addressing the gathering in his concluding address Sh Mehra 

said, “It gives me immense pleasure to be here today amongst all of you, 

who have come forward of their own will to help the government to plug 

loopholes in the development of the civil society.” 

He further added, “I have in to thank you because without your 

contribution in terms of time, money and effort you have helped us to 

reach to hundreds if not thousands of children who now have warm 

clothing for winters, books to read and hygienic conditions to live in.” 

He invited the NGOs to come forward in other areas like conservation of 

resources and sports to help the government. 



The function concluded with the rendition of National Anthem by school 

students. 


