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Chandigarh, June 7: The trial run of the Smart card based Public 

Distribution System for U.T. Chandigarh commenced today at two fair 

price shops i.e. Arihant Provision Store and Mool Chand Jagdish Rai 

Store functioning in Sector 25, Chandigarh.  The smart card scheme 

aims at streamlining the functioning of the Food and Supplies 

Department and ensuring improvised service delivery by replacing 

the existing paper based ration cards with smart cards.  The smart 

card system envisions setting up of point of sale (POS) terminals at 

all fair price shops and kerosene depots in the city.  The smart card 

with a 64 Kb capacity would hold the biometric data of the family 

members of the card holder.  The smart card of the FPS owner and 

kerosene depot owner would carry the details of the beneficiaries 

attached with the shop/depot.  The identity of the beneficiary would 

be established by means of his/her biometric impression on inserting 

the card in the POS terminal.  The beneficiary would be able to know 

the ration allocation made so far and also the remaining balance in 

his account.  The biometrics of three members of the family above 

the age of 12 years have been stored on the smart card of the 

beneficiaries.  The administration has selected HCL/Virgo as System 

Integrator for the implementation of the project.  The software 

application has been developed by the National Informatics Centre.  

The Management Information System developed by NIC would 

provide online access to allocation distribution, stock and balance 

account of the fair price shop holders and enable proper monitoring 

of the PDS by the department.   

 

 The POS terminal is voice enabled and would be linked to 

an electronic weighing scale to ensure proper measurement of the 

disbursed commodity.  A unique feature of the Chandigarh smart card 

model is the ability of the system to work in both online and offline 

modes and automatic synchronization of the data stored in the POS 

terminal with the database as and when the connectivity is available.    



 

  Camps for enrolment of beneficiaries have been 

organized in Sectors 25, 26 (Bapu Dham) and Village Palsora.  The 

data digitization of the ration card forms is in progress.  The scheme 

would cover approximately 2.5 lakh families in Chandigarh including 

BPL, AAY, APL families.  The department has already collected the 

data for around 1.5  lakh APL families through distribution of forms at 

the various Sampark Centres.  The department would soon be 

organizing camps for enrolment for beneficiaries across the city for 

which the detailed schedule is being worked out.  


