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Chandigarh, May 31:- The World No Tobacco Day was celebrated  by 

the  National Tobacco Control Program Cell of UT Health Department 

in collaboration with the IEC Cell of National Rural Health Mission  at 
the Government College of Arts, Sector 10, Chandigarh. The Director 

Health Services and Family Welfare, Chandigarh was the chief guest. 

The theme for the day was “Gender and tobacco with an emphasis 

on marketing to women". 
The program was attended by about 100 participants most of 

whom were women/girls. The DHS in his address highlighted the 

varied spectra of the ill effects of tobacco. He also talked of how 

being a pediatrician himself he wanted to highlight a syndrome 
called SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome) where one finds an 

almost normal baby suddenly dead and even in postmortem one 

usually cannot find a definite cause. This condition is associated with 

women smoking or being exposed to tobacco smoke during 

pregnancy.  
Dr. Deepak Bakshi, the State Nodal Officer, NTCP spoke about 

why the WHO had chosen this as the theme of this year’s WNTD. He 

highlighted that the tobacco companies were focusing on women to 

replace the nearly half of current users who will die prematurely 
from tobacco-related diseases. There was an interactive session 

wherein the audience participated. To end the program a very small 

film, Chikkoo, was screened which has been made by the efforts of 

NTCP officials and friends wherein a child on seeing someone else 
falling sick and being hospitalized runs back home, collects the 

Cigarettes’ packs of his dad and throws them in the dustbin and 

when confronted by his dad says, “ Ki agar aap ko kuchh ho gaya to 

humara kya hoga? ” The innocent act of the child touched nerve of 

all present. 
Later in the day, the State Nodal Officer, NTCP, Dr Deepak 

Bakshi, along with two members of the CTCC carried out an intensive 

drive to challan the violators of COTPA who were smoking in public 

places. Three teams of police each with a sub-inspector and two 
constables went around the Sector 17 right from the Plaza to the KC 

cinema, including Bank Square, Estate Office, thirty Bays 

Building and so on.  

The three teams challaned 32 violators and all of them paid the 
fine on the spot thereby the Chandigarh Police realizing an amount 

of Rs 6400/- in one day and single drive. As a gesture to sensitize 

and make the violators aware of the dangers of Tobacco use, the 



teams went around giving them greeting Cards with the message: 

Quit Tobacco: Live life and Say No to Tobacco and Yes to Life. The 

NTCP cell plans to continue these intensive drives in various parts of 
the city periodically . 

  
 


