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Chandigarh, May 31:- The QBR or Queen’s Baton Relay, which will 

arrive in India in June ahead of the Commonwealth Games, will 

reach Chandigarh on July 3, 2010. The Chandigarh Administration 
has made elaborate plans for its welcome to the City Beautiful.  

Informing about the importance of the relay, Secretary Sports, 

Sanjay Kumar, said, “It will be an honour to bring in the Queen’s 

Baton which started its journey on October 29, 2009, from the 
Buckingham Palace in England. It will enter India on June 29, 2010. 

The Baton will reach India after having travelled through all 70 

nations of the Commonwealth”. It carries Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II’s ‘message to the athletes’ from Buckingham Palace in 
London to the opening ceremony of the Games. 

The relay will conclude after the final baton-bearer enters the 

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium during the Opening Ceremony of the XIX 

Commonwealth Games on October 3, 2010, where Her Majesty’s 

message will be removed from the baton and read aloud, officially 
opening the Games. 

Director, Sports, ML Sharma, said, “The baton will be received 

at the Zirakpur border coming in from Patiala in Punjab to 

Chandigarh. Then covering a distance of approximately 9.2 
kilometers the baton will reach the Sports Complex, Sector 7, 

Chandigarh, where it will be given a grand reception by the 

Administration. On the morning of July 4, 2010, the baton will then 

be passed on to the HP Government at the Mehatpur border.” 
The Queen’s Baton would have covered a distance of more than 

170,000 kilometres in 240 days. On its 100 day national tour, the 

baton will visit the capital of each of India’s 28 states and seven 

union territories, plus many other cities along the way, covering 

more than 20,000 kilometres. By the end of its journey, the baton 
will have traversed over 190,000 kilometres in 340 days, making the 

Queen’s Baton Relay 2010 Delhi one of the longest relays in the 

history of the Commonwealth Games. 

Sharma added, “The baton will also have passed through 
thousands of hands, and travelled by different modes of transport 

across land, air and sea. It has been the curtain raiser to every game 

since 1958.” 
 


