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PRESS NOTE 

 

Chandigarh, May 27- Having won the Under-14 All India Cricket Championship 

twice in a row, that too within three years of its inception, the Chandigarh 

Cricket Academy has come a long way. The way the nursery is responding to 

the innovative efforts of the UT Administration to churn out more Kapil Devs 

from the City Beautiful, the Academy is bound to leave dots on the national 

cricketing canvas. 

Disclosing this here today, Mr Sanjay Kumar, Secretary Finance-cum-Sports, 

UT Administration, said that within three years of its inception the Academy 

had started picking up pace. Four of its trainees--Nluun Naryan, Sukhdeep 

Singh, Rajat and Jagjit Singh- have all the talent to become players of 

international level whereas some others can become national level cricketers 

but they need more guidance to hone their skills and it is being provided to 

them here. 

"The past can at best act as a guide. Things have started changing at the 

Academy and we can surely look forward to more Kapil Devs from this small 

city. The Administration has combined modern facilities with professional 

approach to raise the standard of sports in Chandigarh but it's a marathon, 

not a sprint. The efforts will show results in the years to come", Mr Sanjay 

Kumar added. 

The UT Administration is spending approximately Rs 1 lakh on each trainee 

per annum on making arrangements for their boarding, lodging, diet, 

equipment, dress, coaching, education in government schools, uniform, 

books, transport, medical aid, entertainment, excursions etc. All this is being 

provided to them free of cost. 

 



"Most of the trainees are not only excelling in sports but are also doing well in 

their studies," said Mr M. L. Sharma, Secretary, Chandigarh Sports Council. 

Abhimanyu, Rahul Singh, Damandeep Singh, Mohamad Arlf and Mohamad 

Asim are among those who have scored 70 per cent marks in their final 

examinations. "For those who are weak in studies, we have made 

arrangement for their tuition free of cost to bring them to the level of others. 

Special care is taken of their diet and education," Mr Sharma remarked. 

Speaking about the selection procedure, Mr Sharma said, “We have a 

transparent selection procedure on all-India basis but the final selection is 

made only in Chandigarh. The selected ones are trained free for a period of 

seven years. Following a training schedule for four quarters ideally coinciding 

with one academic session of the trainees, they have to undergo a skill-cum-

physical test. Those who fail to make it have to leave the place. All in all, we 

will maintain the total number of trainees in the Academy at 24." 

Out on a short break at the end of their session to recharge their batteries, 

drained by strenuous and grueling training, the trainees can be seen toiling 

hard at the Sector 16 Cricket Stadium every evening.  


