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Press Note 

Chandigarh, May 17: Today, on a state visit to Chandigarh, Kumari Selja, 

Minister of Tourism, Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, Govt. of India 

laid the foundation stone of two gardens in the southern sectors of 

Chandigarh by planting trees at the two venues. The ceremony was attended 

by Sh. Pawan Kumar Bansal, Member Parliament-cum-Union Cabinet 

Minister for Parliamentary Affairs & Water Resources, Anu Chathrath, Mayor, 

Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, Sh Pradip Mehra, Adviser to the 

Administrator, UT, Chandigarh, Sh. Sanjay Kothari, Additional Secretary, 

Ministry of Tourism,  Sh. Ram Niwas Home Secretary-cum-Secretary 

Tourism, Sh. Sanjay Kumar, Finance Secretary, Director, Tourism and other 

prominent personalities of Chandigarh. 

While addressing the gathering, Kumari Selja congratulated the Chandigarh 

Administration and the citizens for their active participation in winning the 

title of cleanest city of India. She further informed that Central Government 

has been trying to give maximum grant to develop Chandigarh as a major 

tourist destination. During the 11th Five Year Plan, MOT, has sanctioned Rs. 

23 crore for development of Sukhna Lake. Chandigarh will be developed as a 

major tourist hub and as a city of gardens and illumination of major 



buildings, landscaping at Leisure Valley and promotion of night tourism will 

be taken up. 

Earlier in the day, the Minister also launched CITCO Gold and Silver Privilege 

Card. The cost of Gold Card Rs. 3000 and the cost of Silver Card is Rs. 1500 

and they will ensure some great discount to the holder.  

She also highlighted that Chandigarh has the potential to emerge as a major 

convention centre. It is a matter of pride for the city that the Chandigarh 

College of Architecture has been included in the panel of expert consultants 

for Ministry of Tourism.  

The two gardens namely Garden of Conifers in Sector 52 and Garden of 

Palms Sector 42 will enhance the tourism entity of Chandigarh as city of 

gardens and greens. The Central Ministry supports the endeavour of 

Chandigarh Administration to develop the city as a major tourist destination 

north of Delhi. The financial support of Rs 23 crore, has been granted by the 

Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of India, to create world class tourism 

infrastructure at prominent tourist spots in the city.  

The emphasis has been laid by the Chandigarh Administration to develop 

more gardens as new tourist attractions in the southern belt of Chandigarh. 

The Garden of Palms is being developed in Sector-42 with the financial 

support of Rs. 3.11 crore from Ministry of Tourism. A saucer type Tourist 

Reception Centre shall be constructed for the convenience of the tourists. 

Two bridges on different themes will also be set up connecting the Garden of 



Palms with the lake area on the other side. It is also planned to construct a 

cycle track for promotion of Cycle Tourism.  

The Garden of Conifers as a tourist spot will be developed in the portion of 

Leisure Valley passing through Sector 52, Chandigarh, spread over 25 acre.  

Recently, the Government of India has prioritized a large number of 

Tourism projects with the highest ever financial assistance of Rs 23.00 crore, 

for development of various tourism infrastructural facilities in Chandigarh. 

For development and up gradation of Sukhna Lake Rs 4.99 crore have been 

sanctioned, for development and up gradation of Rose Garden Rs.2.69 crore, 

for development and up gradation of Botanical Garden & Patiala Ki Rao at 

Rs.3.13 crore, for development of Valley of Animals, Sector 49, Rs.1.40 

crore, and for illumination of monuments/ buildings in the Capitol Complex 

and for promotion of night tourism in Chandigarh Rs 4.98 crore have been 

sanctioned. 

The Chandigarh Tourism is spending Rs 3 crore on the Botanical Garden, 

Sarangpur for its up gradation. There tree-top houses blended with green 

environs are coming up along with Meditation Hut.  A Garden of Silence is 

being developed at the Regulator End of the Sukhna Lake.  

The Government of India has prioritised a large number of tourism projects 

to be taken up during the current  year for 2010-11 which includes creation 

of infrastructure / facilities for Crafts Mela at Kalagram at Rs.4.78 crore, 

development of new gardens as tourist spots with an expenditure of Rs 5.00 



crore, setting up multimedia laser show at Rs.3.50 crore, setting up of touch 

screen information at Rs.1.00 crore, kiosks at Tourist Information Centres 

and Celebration of Tourism Fairs and Festivals with an expenditure of Rs 

0.25 lakh.  

In addition, Ministry of Tourism has sanctioned an amount of Rs 9.64 crore 

for expansion of Institute of Hotel Management, Rs.3.75 crore for Executive 

Development Centre and Rs.38.00 lakh for skill upgradation for manpower to 

CITCO. Hospitality education is being broad based in various institutes of 

Chandigarh as per the guidelines of Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of India.  The 

tourism department is taking various initiatives to develop tourism in a big 

way in Chandigarh as per the guidelines of Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of 

India. 


