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Press Release 
 

Chandigarh, May 11:- 18 Probationers of the 63rd Batch of the 

Indian Revenue Service led by Mrs. Poonam K. Sidhu, Commissioner 

Income Tax called on Punjab Governor and Administrator, Union 
Territory, Chandigarh, Mr. Shivraj V. Patil, today at Punjab Raj 

Bhavan. This batch of IRS Probationers was recruited through the 

prestigious Civil Services Exam 2008 and joined the National 

Academy of Direct Taxes, Nagpur in December 2009. They are 
presently attached with the Regional Training Institute, Chandigarh 

for their “On the job Training” i.e. OJT Phase-1. 

 The Probationers had an inspiring session with Mr. Patil who 

interacted with each officer individually to find out what had 
motivated them to join the Civil Services. After hearing their replies, 

the Punjab Governor pronounced himself satisfied with the replies 

and stated that “the future of the country is in bright and safe 

hands”. 

 On their part the Probationers asked the Administrator for 
advice on what his expectations were of them as they embarked on 

their careers in the Civil Services. Mr. Patil’s advice was succinct –

“Do your jobs to the best of your ability and try to make a 

difference”. 
 In response to queries about political interference the 

Governor was again unequivocal when he said that it was upto the 

Officer to take a stand and do what was right and not be affected by 

pressure or criticism. A polite and firm stand was always appreciated 
he advised.  

 Quoting Shakespeare, Mr. Patil said “the good that men do is 

oft interred with their bones”. “Mistakes do attract criticism, but a 

good officer is not bogged down by criticism which should be taken 

constructively and introspected”. “If there are areas of redressal, 
these should be corrected”. “An officer should move forward guided 

by his sense of duty and his conscience “, he added.          

 Mr. M.P. Singh, Secretary to Governor Punjab was also 

present in the meeting. 
 


