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Chandigarh, March 29:- Finally, the wait is coming to an end. 

The pick-up-and-drop bus service for the students of 

government schools in Chandigarh, christened “Micro School 

Escort,” will hit the roads once the schools reopen after the 

summer break. They will be able to board the UT 

Administration-run buses every morning to reach their 

school, and alight from them at home in the afternoon, 
sparing the short-of-time parents the hassle of daily drop- 

and-pick grind. City Beautiful is the first in the country to 

launch such bus service. 

The UT Administration put its stamp of approval on the 
proposal of the State Transport Authority (STA) to start such 

service at a meeting held recently. An MoU, listing the terms 

and conditions of the bus service, would be signed soon by 

the presidents of PTAs/SMCs and such  bus operators as had 

been shortlisted by the Chandigarh Administration, an 
official said here today.   

      The bus fare will remain at Rs 400 per student for the 

time being against Rs 600-Rs 700 being charged by the 

private bus operators. The proposal had hit a legal roadblock 

after the administration had, quoting a court ruling, 

disallowed the operators from displaying ads on the buses.   

       It has also been decided that the concerned operator 

will hand over the list of students to the principal and 
president of PTA of the school. The charge will be collected 

by the bus operator. The yellow-coloured “Micro School 

Escort,” buses will have speed governors. Every bus will 

have to display “Micro School Escort” prominently to enable 

the students to identify it from a distance. 

The official said that the bus service would cover only 

Chandigarh. The proposal to run it up to Mohali has been 

turned down due to the inadequate number of service-

seekers. Mini Buses will be plied under this scheme. The STA 
will monitor smooth running of the service. Initially, four 

government schools have been identified from where the 

service will start after the summer break. Soon, the scheme 

will be introduced in all government schools in Chandigarh. 

        Earlier, in response to the expression of interest for the 

scheme, the STA had received applications from 22 operators 

but a large number of students had opted for the bus service. 
 


