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Chandigarh, March 3: ‘We all envisage making Chandigarh one 

of the best cities in the world in terms of quality of life, social 

infrastructure, civic sense, green and clean environment along 
with world class health care and educational facilities. But it is 

equally important to maintain the uniqueness of the 

Chandigarh, for which it is known for, while focusing on the 

development of the city.’ This was the sentiment expressed by 
Shivraj V Patil, Governor, Punjab and Administrator, U T 

Chandigarh while addressing the select gathering at the 

Session on ‘Chandigarh: New Direction, New Paradigms’ 

organised alongside the CII Chandigarh Annual Session 2009-
10 at CII Northern Region headquarters here today.  

Endorsing CII’s vision to make Chandigarh the civic 

capital of India and focus on connectivity and coordinated 

development, Patil said, “It is heartening to note that the 

Government and CII are at the same wavelength and it is 
possible to translate the plans into action when we work in 

collaboration.”  
Welcoming CII’s proposal to form a high level committee 

engaging different stakeholders from all three states of 
Chandigarh, Haryana and Punjab to look into the issues of the 

tri-city and for its consistent development, he informed the 

gathering that steps are already being taken to form such a 

committee.   
Underlining the need for a multi-pronged approach and 

predictive strategy to address the issues confronting the 

growing Chandigarh, Patil said, “Chandigarh has not been built 

as the trade centre but as the seat of government. Also being a 

city state, it has its own character. To catalyze its development, 
we must synergize our efforts and focus on innovative and 

inclusive approach, long term as well as short term planning, 

relevant and appropriate technologies to develop 

manufacturing base and popularization of renewable energy 
especially solar energy.”  

“These are the critical enablers to ensure the 

development of integrated Chandigarh while maintaining the 

city’s original character for others to emulate,” he added.   
He said that Administration would respond to anything which 

was positive and correct for the citizenry of Chandigarh and 



then move hand in hand to develop not just the city or the state 

but also the entire nation. 
Touching upon the issue of power requirement, he said, 

“This needs long term planning and we must also look at ways 

to tap the renewable sources of energy like solar and bio 

energy.” 
Earlier presenting the theme address, Harpal Singh, 

Chairman, CII Northern Region and Mentor and Chairman 

Emeritus, Fortis Healthcare Ltd made some radical 

recommendations to fast track the growth of Chandigarh as an 

integrated region. Highlighting that Chandigarh cannot grow in 
isolation, the Chairman reiterated, “The economic sense is 

rapidly integrating the cities of Panchkula and Mohali and 

Chandigarh’s satellite towns like Lalru and Dera Bassi. 

Chandigarh needs to look after its neighbouring cities and 
because of its inherent strengths, these cities look up to 

Chandigarh to foster their development.” Singh further 

accentuated that a higher degree of coordination amongst the 

three Governments in framing policies and finalizing projects 

for the tri-city would really help pace the speed of 
development. He added that Chandigarh could emerge as an 

innovation hub, given the strong education institutional base it 

has. Chandigarh, with its sound educational system and best of 

civic amenities, has the potential to become ‘The Civic Capital’ 
of India, submitted Singh.  

As per the mandate of the Administrator to CII, to take 

Renewable Energy to every resident of Chandigarh, Singh 

proposed to launch a ‘Smart Energy Campaign’ in Chandigarh.  
CII will promote simple ways of saving energy and using 

alternative energy, taking it to households, commercial & 

industrial energy users. 
Mr Partap K Aggarwal, Chairman, CII Chandigarh Council, 

mentioned that Chandigarh is struck at a cross road, with 
pressure to grow on one side and pull to retain its uniqueness 

on the other side. He also highlighted the need for better air 

and rail connectivity. As per the requirements of the growing 

city, new flights and express trains to major business centers 
like Bangalore, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Chennai, Lucknow, Jaipur, 

etc are sought. The flight timings for the existing flights also 

need to be rescheduled to facilitate business activity. He also 

mentioned that CII would take forward the ‘Wah! Chandigarh’ 
initiative, launched last year, to cull out common themes and 

aspiration of citizens of Chandigarh. 



Proposing the vote of thanks, Nitin Peshawaria, Vice 

Chairman, CII Chandigarh Council reiterated CII’s commitment 

to work in collaboration with Administration to catalyse 
Chandigarh’s integrated growth in the areas of knowledge, 

education and social infrastructure.  
The session got a huge response and was attended by 

over 200 delegates comprising industry, institutions and 
academia. 
 


