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Chandigarh, Feb 28: Director Social Welfare Chandigarh and Sai 

Tara Ummat Foundation celebrated Holi with the Senior Citizens of 

Chandigarh in the Old Age Home, Sector 15, Chandigarh with great 

gusto. Pawan Kumar Bansal, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs  and 

Water Resources,  was the Chief Guest. Other dignitaries who 

graced the occasion and participated in celebration were Mrs Anu 

Chatrath, Mayor, Chandigarh, who greeted everybody with flowers 

and dry colours. Artists from the City Entertainment Network 

presented a cultural programme which the audience enjoyed 

thoroughly. The event was sponsored by Sh. Sital Singh, Prop. 

Chandigarh Pollution Testing Lab and Sh. Jadgish Lal Ahuja, a Social 

Worker. Sh. Bansal honoured the artists by giving them the 

momentoes.  

 

Sh. Bansal highly appreciated the efforts of the Foundation and 

Director Social Welfare in bringing cheer to the life of Senior 

Citizens, especially of the Old Age Home who had been neglected by 

their children and were victims of loneliness. Sh. Bansal explained 

that the weaker section needed lot of help for which Govt. of India 

has initiated number of schemes for their upliftment. He desired that 

although the Govt. was providing lot of funds for this purpose but 

the NGOs should also participate and their role is no less important. 

Even in the next year’s budget, he said, the allocation for Social 

Projects had been increased by about 125 Crores. He highly 

appreciated the efforts of Director Social Welfare in popularizing the 

Partnership Initiative Programme of the Administration with NGOs.  

 

Anu Chatrath, Mayor Chandigarh while greeting the Hon’ble Minister 

said that she was always ready for support to any scheme for 

improving the lot of Senior Citizens, whenever required. She 

appreciated the efforts of the Foundation in helping the Senior 

Citizens and hoped that other NGOs will also take similar projects to 

ameliorate their sufferings. She created a real Holi spirit when she 

made everybody dance on Punjabi tunes and danced herself also.  

 

Sh. A. K. Ummat, Chairman of the Foundation said that loneliness 

was biggest problem with Senior Citizens which lead to depression 



and sometimes leads to suicide and the Foundation is trying to 

break that cycle.  

 

Earlier, Director Social Welfare, while welcoming the Chief Guest and 

other dignitaries highlighted the various programmes taken up by 

his Department to make the life of downtrodden comfortable and 

worth living. He emphasized that a number of NGOs had been 

registered with the Department under PIP of the Administration 

which is becoming very popular as the NGOs were directly 

interacting with the effected persons and improving things with 

Social Welfare Department. The entire programme was a big 

success in Chandigarh U.T. 


